19th  Congress,  [Rep.  No.  101.]  House  of  Reps 

Qd  Session. 

COLONIZATION  OF  FREE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOUR. 


March  3,  ISSf. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject, 

made  tlie  lollowiiig 

llEPORT : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  memorials  of  the  Jmeri- 
can  Colonization  Society,  of  citizens  of  various  portions  of  the  United 
States^  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States 
of  Delaware  and  Kentucky ,  inviting  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  colonize  in  Jfrica,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free  people  of 
colour  of  the  United  States,  report : 

That  the  memorials  and  resohitions  present  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress  an  object  which  must  be  regarded  as  of  the  highest  import- 
ance to  the  future  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  of  the  United  States. 

Surrounded  with  difficulties,  in  proportion  to  tlie  magnitude  of  the 
interests  that  it  involves,  has  been  the  circumspection  with  which  the 
committee  have  approached  it.  Could  they  hope  that  the  evil,  to 
which  the  memorials  and  resolutions  point,  would  find  a  remedy  in  si- 
lent neglect,  or  could  be  mitigated  by  concealment,  they  would  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  investigation.  The  peculiar  delicacy 
of  another  topic,  almost  inseparable,  in  imagination  at  least,  however 
distinguishable  in  truth,  from  the  purpose  of  the  several  memorials 
and  resolutions  referred  to  them,  would  induce  the  committee  to  avoid 
its  consideration,  if  a  sense  of  duty,  prompted  by  the  hope  that  their 
labor  may  not  be  in  vain,  did  not  urge  them  to  proceed  in  the  delicate 
task  imposed  ui)on  them  by  the  order  of  the  House. 

Its  object,  the  committee  are  well  aware,  is  not  novel,  nor  even  now, 
for  the  first  time,  presented  to  the  notice  ofCongress.    (See  App.No.  l.) 

It  involves  an  inqtiiry  into  tl>c  expediency  of  promoting,  by  the 
authority  and  rcsouices  of  the  General  Government,  the  colonization 
of  the  free  jieo^de  of  colour,  beyond  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

The  existence  of  a  distinct  race  of  people,  in  tlie  bosom  of  the  United 

states,  wlio,  both  by  thinr  moral  and  political  condition  and  their  na- 

Uiral  complexion,  are  excluded  from  a  social  erjuality  with  the  great 

body  of  the  community-  invited  the  serionv  attention  ?tnd   awakened 

T 
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the  anxioiics  solicitude  of  many  American  statesmen,  as  soon  as  the  un- 
happy tiaflic  which  liad  annually  multiplied  them,  ceased  to  he  re- 
garded as  innocent.  A  part  ot"  them,  once  held  hy  the  same  tenure 
>\hich  oiiginally  introduced  llieiu  all  into  Ainei'ica,  wei-e,  in  some  of 
the  United  States,  liheraied  helore,  and  in  others,  hy,  the  revolution. 
In  many  States,  however,  their  total  nuniher  was,  as  it  still  continues 
to  be,  so  great,  that  universal  or  general  emancipa1i»m  could  not  he 
ba/ardeii,  without  endangering  a  convulsion  tatal  to  the  peace  of  so- 
ciety. No  truth  has  been  moi-e  awfulh  demoiistiated  hy  the  experi- 
ence of  the  present  age,  than  that  to  i-ender  fietMlom  a  blessing  ii'an 
must  be  qualified  for  its  enjoyment ;  that  a  total  revolution  in  «iis 
character  cannot  be  instantaneously  wrought  hy  tlie  agency  of  oi-  bi- 
nary moral  and  physical  causes,  or  by  the  sudden  force  of  unprepaied 
re\olutioii. 

Still,  in  many  States  of  the  American  Union,  all  the  coloured  popu- 
lation are  now^  fiee  :  and,  in  others,  so  circumstanced  as  still  to  ren- 
der universal  emancipation  dangerous  to  the  public  ha|>piness;  large 
bodies  of  free  coloured  people  have  arisen,  from  the  influence  of  liu- 
manitv  in  the  master,  under  a  svsteni  of  laws  which,  if  thev  did  not 
promote,  did  not  till  recently  prohibit,  voluntai'y  enfranc  hi  ;em(  nt. 
The  enlargement  of  the  rights  of  the  coloured  race  extend,  however, 
to  very  various  limits  in  the  diflerent  States.  In  no  two,  perhaps,  lias 
it  precisely  the  same  extent.  In  none  does  it  elTace  all  civil  an<l  poli- 
tical distinctions  between  the  coloured  man  and  the  white  inhabitant  or 
citizen.  Over  moral  influences  mere  laws  have  every  where  less 
power  than  manneis.  No  where  in  America,  therefore,  has  emanci- 
pation elevated  the  coloured  race  to  j)erfect  equality  with  the  white  ; 
and,  in  many  States,  the  dis|)arity  is  so  great  that  it  may  be  questioned 
>vhether  the  condition  of  the  slave,  while  {^lotected  by  his  master,  how- 
ever degi'aded  in  itself,  is  ru)t  preferable  to  that  of  the  free  negro. 
Nor  is  tliis  any  where  so  questionable  as  in  those  States  which  have 
both  the  greatest  nund)er  of  slaves  and  of  free  people  of  colour.  It 
is,  at  the  same  time,  worthy  of  remark,  that,  among  these,  tlie  ])riuci- 
ple  of  voluntai'y  emancipation  has  operated  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  the  laws  themselves,  or  the  principle  of  coercion  n])on  the  master 
lias  ever  done  even  among  those  States  who  had  no  danger,  w  hatever, 
to  apprehend  from  the  speedy  and  universal  extension  of  human  liber- 
ty. So  little  ground  is  there,  in  fact,  to  be  found  among  the  diflerent 
sections  of  the  Union  for  those  uncandid  reproaches  which,  where 
not  reproved,  as  alike  impolitic  and  unjust,  are  calculated  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  lasting  jealousies  and  animosities  among  societies  of  men 
Avhose  best  interests  are  indissolubly  connected,  and  who  have  only  to 
know  ea(  ii  other,  intimately,  to  be  as  cordially  united  by  mutual  es- 
teem as  they  are  by  a  common  government. 

All  must  concur,  however,  in  regarding  the  present  condition  of 
the  free  coloui-cd  race  in  America  as  inconsistent  w  ith  its  future  social 
and  politi(  al  advancement,  and,  where  slavery  exists  at  all,  as  calcu- 
lated  to  aggravate  its  evils  without  any  atoning  good.  Among  those 
evils,  the  most  «bvious  i<;  the  restraint  imposed  upon  emancipation  by 
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the  laws  of  so  many  of  the  slave  lioliliiisf  Slates.  Laws,  dei'i  vnig  tlioii* 
recent orii^in  from  the  obvious  nianifeslation  which  the  increase  of  tlic 
fiee  coh)iiie(l  iiopnhition  has  furnished,  of  the  inconvenience  and  dan- 
ger of  niultij)lying  their  number  where  slavery  exists  at  ail. 

Their  ovn  consciousness  of  their  degraded  condition  in  the  United 
States,  has  appeared  to  the  Noith  as  well  as  tiie  South,  in  their  re- 
peated efforts  to  find  a  territory  hcyond  the  limits  of  the  Union  to 
which  they  may  retire,  and  on  which,  secure  from  external  dangei-, 
they  may  hope  for  the  enjoyment  of  political  as  well  as  civil  liberty. 
(See  App.  No.  2.) 

The  belief  that  such  would  and  should  be  their  desire,  and  a  con- 
viction that  the  voluntary  removal  of  this  part  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States  would  greiitly  conduce  to  the  future  happiness  of  the 
residue,  !)ave  turned  the  anxious  attention  of  many  private  citizens, 
and  the  Legislatures  of  several  States,  to  the  expediency  of  affording 
to  them  the  means  of  colonizing  a  territory  in  AlVica. 

Anterior  to  the  year  1806  three  several  attempts  to  procure  a  coun- 
try suited  to  this  object,  had  been  secretly  made  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia,  through  a  correspondence  between  the  Executive  of 
that  State  and  the  President  of  the  United  States.     (See  App.  No.  3) 

The  last,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  earliest  public  effort  to  attain 
this  object,  was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  the  same  State,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  some  time  before  tlie  formation,  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  free  peoj)le  of  colour.  The 
design  of  this  institution,  the  committee  are  apjjrised,  originated  in 
the  disclosure  of  the  secret  resolutions  of  prior  Legislatures  of  that 
State,  to  which  may  also  be  a^ci-ibcd,  it  is  understood,  the  renewal  of 
theii'  obvious  puipose  in  the  resolution  subjoined  to  this  repoi-t.  A 
resolution  which  was  first  adopted  by  the  iiouse  of  Delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  14th  of  December,  1816,  with  an  unanimity  which  de- 
noted the  deep  intei'est  that  it  inspired,  and  which  oj)cn]y  manifested 
to  the  world  a  steady  adherence  to  the  humatie  policy  which  had  se- 
cretly animated  the  same  councils  at  a  much  earlier  period.  This 
brief  and  coriect  history  of  the  origin  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  evinces  that  it  sprung  fi'om  a  deep  solicitude  for  Southern  in- 
terests, and  among  those  most  competent  to  discern  and  to  promote 
them.     (See  App.  No.  4.) 

Founded  by  the  co-operation  of  several  distinguished  statesmen,  co- 
operating with  many  patriotic  and  ])ious  citizens,  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour,  soon  received 
the  countenance  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and,  succeeding  it,  at 
shorter  or  longer  intervals,  the  unequivocal  apjirobation  of  the  States 
of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  as  it  has  very  recently  done  of  Delaware 
and  Kejitucky.     (See  App.  No.  5.) 

To  these  have  been  added,  during  the  prosecution  of  its  benevolent 
design,  the  favorable  opinions  and  pious  aspirations  for  its  success,  of 
almost  every  religious  society  in  the  United  States.     (Soe  Aj)p.  No.  6. ) 

To  these  influences,  and  to  the  success  of  its  measui-es,  it  may  be 
ascribed,  that  private  subscriptions  totheextent  of  pear  sixty  thonsamjy 
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liave  co-opemted  with  the  collateral  aid  of  the  American  Government 
ill  tbuiidiiig  the  present  flourishing  Colony  of  Liberia.  On  two  seve- 
ral occasions,  in  the  years  1825  and  1826,  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia  have  voted,  at  the  reiiuest  of  the  Society,  a  small  pecuniary 
aid  lo  its  resources ;  and  that  of  Maryland  has,  by  a  fixed  annuity, 
very  lately  concuri'ed  in  a  similar  benefaction.  These  acts  may  be 
regarded  as  an  eai-nest  of  the  continued  adherence  of  both  States  to  the 
opinions  which  they  have  repeatedly  expressed  in  behalf  of  the  object 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

I'fie  success  of  the  Society,  howcA  er,  so  far  as  it  has  advanced,  is 
attrihutahlc,  under  Heaven,  mainly  to  tJie  persevering  zeal  and  pru- 
dence of  its  members,  and  to  the  countenance  and  aid  which  it  has  both 
merited  and  received  Irom  the  Federal  Government. 

Tlie  last  annual  report  of  the  Societ}',  which  is  hereto  annexed,  (see 
App.  N(H  7,)  and  the  following  extracts  from  the  various  reports  and 
resolutions  of  former  committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
charged,  from  time  to  time,  with  an  inquiry  into  the  most  effectual 
means  of  suppressing  the  African  Slave  Trade,  (see  App.  No.  8,)  will 
show  the  present  condition  of  the  Colony  which  the  Society  have 
planted  on  the  coast  of  Africa:  its  present  relation  to  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment ;  and  the  character  and  extent  of  the  aid  which  it  has  derived 
from  the  national  resources.  I'he  prosperity  of  the  Colony,  your  com- 
mittee are  assured  by  the  report  and  memorial  of  the  Society,  sur- 
passes the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  its  eai  ly  founders,  and  furnishes 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  capacity  of  such  communities,  spread  along 
tlie  coast  of  Africa,  not  only  to  abolish,  eflectually,  that  inhuman  traffic 
which  has  hitherto  baffled  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Christian  world, 
but  to  afford,  on  this  oppressed  continent,  the  long-sought  asylum  to 
such  of  its  free  descendants  in  America,  as  may  choose  to  return  to  the 
land  of  their  progenitors. 

The  aid  hitherto  derived  by  the  Society  from  the  co-operation  of  the 
Federal  Government,  has  been  limited  to  tlie  execution  of  the  act  of 
1819,  under  '*  the  just  and  liberal  construction"  given  to  it,  by  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States,  in  honor  of  whom,  the  chief  town 
of  the  Colony  has  received  a  name  wiiich  it  ^vitl  hand  down,  it  may 
be  hoped,  to  remote  posterity,  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  the  wisdom 
and  benevolence  of  the  nation,  over  which  he  presided. 

This  construction  harmonized  the  benevolent  spirit  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  1 807,  which  sought  to  abolish  the  American  branch  of 
the  Afriran  slave  ti-ade,  with  the  constitutional  obligations  of  the 
General  Government,  to  the  several  States,  and  to  the  Union.  (See 
Aj)l)endix,  No.  9.) 

The  memoj-ialists  found,  on  views  yet  more  enlarged,  an  application 
to  the  (ieneral  Government  foi*  more  extended  aid  :  and,  sustained  as 
they  are,  by  their  own  vveigiit  of  chai-acter,  and  the  approving  voices 
of  so  many  States  ;  by  the  wishes  ni'  so  large  a  portion,  indeed,  of 
the  American  people  ;  these  views  are  entitled  to  the  most  respectful 
consideration. 

They  i-erpn^st  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  assume  the  go- 
vermuent  and  protection  of  the  Colony  of  Libeiia,  and  to  furnish  to 
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the  free  people  of  colour,  in  America,  the  means  of  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  their  voluntary  removal  to  the  continent  of  their  ancestors. 

Objects  of  greater  interest,  though  not  now  pressed,  for  the  first 
time,  on  the  consideration  of  Congress,  have  rarely  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  this  Government. 

The  first  in<|uiry  which  they  suggest,  refers  the  Committee  to  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialists :  tiie  next,  to  the  expediency  of  doing  so. 

The  Committee  entertain  no  doubt,  whatever,  but  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  the  constitutional  power  to  acquire  ter- 
ritory ;  and  that  the  people  of  every  inhabited  country,  so  acquired, 
must  be  regarded  as  standing,  towards  the  Federal  Government,  in 
the  relation  of  colonial  dependence,  till  admitted  as  co-ordinate  States 
with  the  common  Union. 

The  inhabitants  of  every  portion  of  the  former  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, deriving  their  birth  from  the  thirteen  original  States,  and  pos- 
sessing the  right  of  emigration,  were,  strictly  speaking,  recognized 
colonies  of  their  common  mother  country,  as  are,  at  present,  the  ter- 
ritories of  Arkansas,  Michigan,  and  Florida.  They  had  not  the  right 
of  self-government,  nor  have  these ;  but  they  were,  or  are,  dependent, 
for  their  laws,  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Such  terri- 
tories, with  their  inhabitants,  can,  in  no  sense,  be  regarded  as  the  co- 
lonies of  any  particular  State,  being  made  up  of  emigrants  from  all 
the  States  to  the  common  territory  of  all,  and  the  power  to  govern 
them  has  been  exercised,  at  all  times,  under  the  unquestioned  and  in- 
disputable authority  of  the  Union. 

No  State  having  the  power  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  foreign  territory,  the  authority  to  make  a  treaty  for  that 
object  must,  and  does,  vest  in  the  United  States,  or  it  exists  nowhere. 
This  reasoning  is  in  accordance  with  the  past  history  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  tenor  of  the  earliest  report  upon  this  subject  from  a 
Committee  of  this  House.  But,  while  this  Committee  recognize,  in 
the  Federal  Governnient,  the  ])ower  to  negotiate  for  the  acquisition 
of  territory,  and  to  govern  it  and  its  inhabitants  when  acquired,  as  a 
Colony,  they  are  not  prepared,  at  present,  to  admit  the  expediency 
of  doing  so,  in  relation  to  the  people  and  territory  of  Africa.  Were 
the  exercise  of  such  a  power  deemed,  by  the  Committee,  in(!ispensably 
necessary  to  the  benevolent  and  useful  purposes  of  the  memorialists, 
a  decision  on  the  expediency  of  the  measure  proposed,  would  be  in- 
volved in  greater  difficulty,  and  inspire  the  deepest  solicitude.  But, 
the  Committee  entertain  a  different  opinion.  The  Colonial  i^gentof 
the  American  Society  has  experien(;ed,  especially  of  late,  very  little 
difficulty  in  procuring  accessions  of  territory.  No  such  difficulty 
need  hereafter  be  apprehended,  or  none  that  mere  ])ecunia!y  aid  would 
not  promptly  obviate.  Nor,  for  the  i)rf>tection  of  the  Colony  agninst 
a  civilized  enemy,  does  it  appear  to  your  C(nnniiitee  to  be  required, 
that  the  United  States  should  assume  over  it  any  jurisdiction  or  p(»wer 
of  political  and  civil  government.  The  fataliiy  ol'  the  climate  of  tro- 
pical Africa  to  the  constitution  of  the  white  man,  forms  one  source  of 
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the  socurity  u\'  any  Colony  nf  persons  ( apablo  of  witlistaiidinij  il:«5  in- 
fliicnco.  Against  tho  prctlatofv  inriii'sions  of  the  Icehie  tribes  in  tlio 
neij^liboi-boofl  of  tlie  Aniericaii  Colony,  its  own  strength  inanifestly 
suliices  ("or  its  dereiice  :  aiMl.  IVoin  the  pi)\\er'  of"  the  maritime  States  of 
Kui'opean.'i  America,  and  llie  as^ilations  and  dangei-s  of  their  fi-e(pient 
waivs.  the  humanity  of  the  world  would  alford  a  better  pi'otection  than 
the  (laa;  of  any  single  State,  however  powerfnl. 

>Vhile  llie  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  was  subject,  as  is  that  of  Lil)cria 
at  preseiit.  to  ihe  moivil  control  of  a  society  of  pi-ivate  gentlemen  it 
vvas  t)uce,  (luring  the  disoi-ders  of  the  French  rc\olution,  attacked  by 
a  French  scpiadi'on  :  but,  such  was  the  indignation  awakened  by  this 
a('t  of  wanton  barbarity,  that  it  was  |)romp'ily  disavowed  by  the  re- 
volutionary (vovei'nnuMit  o'  France:  and  in  all  the  snbseipient  wars 
of  (ireat  Biitain,  such  an  act  has  ueAci-been  repeated,  or  even  appre- 
hended. 

To  render  this  moral  protection  more  authoritative,  your  Commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  I'ecommend  to  the  House,  in  confoi-niity  with  the  re- 
port of  a  fornier  Committee  acting  in  I'clation  to  the  same  subject. 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution,  re<|uesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  "'enter  npon  such  negotiations  as  he  may  deem  expedient, 
•»  with  all  the  maritime  Powers  of  the  Christian  world,  for  the  pnr- 
"  pose  of  seciii'ing  to  the  Colony  of  Liberia,"  and  such  other  colonies 
as  may  be  planted  on  the  African  coast,  for  like  purposes,  so  long  as 
they  may  merit  it,  ''the advantages  of  a  j)crpetual  neutrality.'' 

Against  t!ie  hazard,  whicii  must,  however,  shortly  cease,  if  it  has 
not  already  dotie  so,  ai'ising  from  the  desperate  enterp]'ises  of  those 
})i!'atical  atUenturcrs  wlio  frefjueut  the  African  coast,  for  t!ic  purpose 
of  carrying  on  a  trade  now  piohibitcd,  North  of  the  Equator,  by  all 
nations,  and  continued  to  the  South  bv  Brazil  and  Portugal  alone,  the 
growing  strength  of  the  Colony,  aided  by  the  frequent  |)res(Mice  of  the 
Anierican  flag  in  its  vicinity,  will  furnish  adequate  security.  To  pro- 
Aide  for  its  internal  tranquillity,  an  assumption  of  its  government,  by 
the  L'nited  States,  would  seem  at  lirst  to  be  of  greater  moment.  To 
the  futui-e  peace  and  prospei-ity  of  the  Colony,  it  may  appear  to  bean 
indispensable  guarantee.  Some  of  the  memorialists  have  so  regarded 
it. 

But  as  a  responsibility,  involving  ])olitical  considerations  of  no 
small  magnitude,  would,  of  necessity,  attach  to  the  exercise,  by  the 
United  States,  of  a  so\ei-eign  jurisdiction  over  a  remote  territory  and 
people,  the  committee  have  been  led,  in  conformity  with  the  i)rinciples 
which  they  have  already  laid  down,  to  coiisider  it  more  prudent  to 
trust  the  internal  government  of  the  Colony  to  the  administi'ation  by 
whi(  h  it  h;is  been,  hitherto,  so  successfully  cotidticted. 

A  mixture  of  the  control  of  otJicr  magistrates  than  those  of  the  sani» 
colour  with  the  colonists,  to  be  drawn,  for  that  ])urpose,  from  the 
wliite  population  of  the  United  States,  might  possibly  arouse  in  other 
States,  as  well  us  in  the  colonists  themsehes,  jealousies  which  do  not 
at  ])r(*sent  exist,  while  no  small  sacrifi;e  of  human  life  would  be  the 
obvious  conse(jucncc  of  attePiipting  to  sustain  an  authority  over  thfc 
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Colony  by  the  force  of  any  other  power  than  that  moral  control  v.hich 
repeated  l)ciieiaction.s,  a  sense  ol" gratitude,  and  the  dictates  of  intei-est, 
may  hntg  preserve  to  its  American  founders,  and  tiieir  successors. 

When  its  poj)ulation  and  power  shall  entitle  Liberia  to  rank,  as  it 
may,  and  in  all  human  probiibility  will,  hereafter  do,  among  the 
civilized  States  of  tlie  Earth,  negotiation  will  keep  open  and  in!pro\e 
the  avenue  which,  in  its  feeble,  though  yet  flourishing  condition,  it  now 
offers  to  the  admission  of  the  coloured  race  from  America.  Thus  it 
may  continue  to  subserve  all  the  benevolent  and  useful  purposes  which 
its  early  patrons  and  friends  had  in  view,  without  subjecting  it  to  en- 
tangiiirg  alliances  with,  or  a  degradijig  dependence  upon,  any  other 
political  conununity. 

The  power  and  the  expediency  of  affording  pecuniary  aid  to  tlie 
voluntary  removal  of  the  free  people  of  colour,  from  America  to  Africa, 
aie  (piesti(ms  presenting  to  the  committee  fewer  difficulties.  (See 
App.  No.  10.) 

It  is  not  easy  to  discern  any  object  to  which  the  pecuniary  resour- 
ces of  the  Union  can  be  applied,  of  greater  importance  to  the  national 
security  and  welfare,  than  to  provide  for  the  removal,  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  several  States,  of  the 
free  coloured  population  within  their  limits.  Arn\  your  committee 
would  not  hesitate  to  accompany  this  report  with  a  resolution  recom- 
mending, with  suitable  conditions,  such  an  appropriation,  did  not  the 
public  business  remaining  to  be  dis])osed  of,  by  tlie  present  Congress, 
preclude  the  hope,  if  not  the  possibility,  of  obtaining  for  such  a  reso- 
lution the  sanction  of  this  House. 

They  close  their  report,  therefore,  with  an  earnest  recommendation 
of  the  pi'ayer  of  the  memijrialists,  and  the  accompanying  resoluticms 
of  the  States  of  Kentncky  and  Delaware,  to  the  early  attention  of  the 
next  Congress. 
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No.  1. 

At  a  meetitij^  of  the  Society,  held  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  ISlf, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

'Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  he,  and  they 
are^  hereby  instructed  and  required  to  present  a  memorial*  to  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  colonizing,  with  their  consent,  the  free  people 
of  cohmr  of  the  United  States,  in  Africa   or  elsewhere  " 

The  f((!lo\Mrig  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the  bociety  at  it^ 
annua!  meetings,  in  1819,  18!2(»,  I8.6.  and  1827: 

*' Resolved.  That  a  committee  of  three  he  appointed  to  lay  before  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  any  committee  or  committe  s  wliicli 
may  he  appointed  b}  eitlier  branch  thereof,  the  information  which 
has  been  collected  through  the  means  of  tl>is  Society,  sliowing  the 
practicabilit}'  of  the  object  of  its  institution;  and  respectfully  but 
earnestly  to  solicit  the  countenance  aid,  and  support  of  Congress  ia 
the  accomplishment  of  that  object." 

'* Resolved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  present 
to  the  Congress  of  the  Uftited  S  ates.a  memorial  requesting  that  they 
will  take  such  fuj'tlier  sveps,  as  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  pioper,  to 
ensure  the  entire  ab!»iition  of  ihe  African  slave  trade." 

*'Resolved  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  present, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  two  Houses  «)f  Congress  memorials,  pray- 
ing such  aid  and  assistance  to  the  Society  as  Congress  shall  think 
proper  to  afford." 

*'Resolve<L  That  theBoard  of  Managers  be  empowered  and  directed, 
at  such  time  or  times  as  may  seem  to  them  expedient,  to  make  re- 
spectful application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  different  States,  for  such  pecuniary  aid.  in  furtherr 
ance  of  the  objeet  of  this  Society,  as  they  may  respectively  be  pleased 
to  grant." 

*  For  the  Memorial  and  Report,  gee  No.  4,  of  the  Append!"*. 
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Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  fJolojiiaaiion  Society,  to  the  House  of 

liqiresentatives. 

« 

To  the  Hon.  Hen-ky  Clay, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .• 

Sill :  In  obedionre  to  instnulions  from  the  American  Society  for 
Coloiiiziiij*  tlierrecjjc  pie  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  we  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  Congress  some  account  of  tbR  measures  pursued  by 
the  Socii  ty  for  accomplishing  tlie  great  objects  of  its  institution  ;  and 
the  lesult  of  their  inquiries  and  researches  after  such  facts  and  in- 
foiniation  as  might  most  clearly  demonsti'ate,  how  far  any  scheme  of 
colonization.  de|ten<lent  for  its  success  upon  tlic  interior  state  of  Africa* 
and  upon  the  actual  condition  at>d  disposition  of  her  native  tribes, 
migljt  be  practicable,  and  also  enable  the  founders  of  the  intended  co- 
Idtiy  to  make  the  most  prudent  and  judicious  selection  of  a  situation 
for  it.  In  Older  to  obtain  the  most  recent  and  accurate  informa- 
tion, from  sources  of  the  most  unquestionable  authority,  the  Society 
sent  out.  at  great  expense  two  agents,  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Bur- 
gess;  who  have  proved  themselves  eminently  qualified  for  the  un- 
dertaking. The  agents  first  visited  F^ngland,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
quiie  such  preparatory  instruction  in  the  most  eflacacious  mode 
of  pursuing  the  objects  of  their  mission,  as  the  great  mass  of  rare, 
valuable,  and  authentic  information  collected  in  that  ccmntry,  from 
various  sources,  might  ffF>>rd  them.  They  pi-oceeded  from  England 
to  the  West  coast  of  Africa,  where  th^y  [jrosecuted  their  researches 
with  such  zeal,  ifidustry,  and  intelligence,  as  to  have  contributed  es- 
sentially to  the  illustration  of  many  important  and  interesting  facts, 
conne(  ted  \Nith  thegeograj.hy.  climate  soil,  and  products,  of  that  part 
of  the  continent;  and  wiili  the  habits,  (nanners,  social  institutions  and 
diMuestic  economy  of  its  inhabitants.  From  the  information  thus  ob- 
taii  ed,  the  jnisent  period  would  seem  to  be  ilesignatcd,  by  a  combi- 
nation of  favorable  circumstances,  as  the  fortunate  crisis  for  reducing 
to  the  test  of  jiractical  experiment,  these  views  and  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety, whidi  have  already  met  so  encouraging  a  notice  from  Con- 
gress:  and  upon  the  comprehensive  utility  and  beneficence  of  whicb 
(abstracted  from  any  doubts  of  their  being  susceptible  of  practical 
execution)  no  question  seems  to  be  entertained  in  any  quarter. 

Tiie  pre&ent  facilities  for  acquiring  the  requisite  territory  from  the 
native  tribes,  in  situations  combining  every  advantage  of  salubrious 
and  temperate  climate,  with  fertile  soil ;  the  pacific  and  humanized 
temper  of  mind  prevailing  among  these  tribes  ;  their  existing  prepos- 
sessions in  favor  f)f  the  expected  colonists  from  America;  the  actual 
settlement  in  that  part  of  Ali'ica,  of  some  piosiierous,  intelligent, 
aid  well  disposed  emigiants  from  among  the  fiee  people  of  colour  in 
tliis  country  :  and  the  state  of  general  {)eace,  so  favorable  to  enterpris- 
es of  benevolence  and  utility,  wholly  unconnected  with  any  political 
schenjes  of  territorial  or  commercial  aggrandizement;  altogether 
form  a  conjuncture.  whi(  h  must  prove  decisive  of  the  success  of  an 
immediate  experiment.     But  upon  any  permanent  continuance  of  so 
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favorable  a  statP  of  thiji.e:s,  no  liuman  wisdom  or  foresight  can  ralcu- 
late,  with  any  reasonable  certainty,  if  the  present  opportunity  be  not 
adequately  improved. 

It  is  now  redurcd  to  the  single  question,  whether  the  undertaking 
shall  be  ado|)ted  and  patronized  by  the  Government,  so  as  to  be- 
come essentially  national  in  its  means  and  its  objects ;  or  whether 
its  ultimate  success  is  to  depend  upon  the  responsibility  and  exertions 
of  individuals;  whose  zeal  and  perseverance,  unsubdued  and  unabat- 
ed by  difficulty,  by  delay,  or  disajjpointment  may  be  surely  counted 
on  J  but  whose  unprotected  exertions  and  unaided  resources,  whether 
of  power  or  of  capital,  must  neressaiily  be  contingentand  precarious, 
if  not  in  their  ultimate  effect,  at  least  in  the  acceleration  of  the  re- 
sults. 

It  is  now  conceived  to  be  apparent  that,  with  the  adequate  aids  and  , 
sanction  from  the  Government,  the  present  generation  cannot  pass 
away  without  permanent,  practical,  and  important  benefits  from  the 
experiment — benefits  which  will  be  felt  equally  in  our  social  and 
domestic  relations,  as  in  the  advancement  of  the  great  object  of  poli- 
tical and  international  morality,  connected  with  th"  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade :  and  this  nation  has  ever  stood  foremost  in  the  most 
decided  and  vigorous  efforts  to  abolish  that  opprobrious  traffic. 

From  the  journals  kept  by  the  agents  of  their  proceedings  and  per- 
sonal observations;  with  an  abstract  of  collateral  infoj-mation  of  un- 
questionable authenticity  and  gicat  interest,  collected  by  them  from 
sources  not  frequently  accessible  to  the  general  reader  or  inquirer; 
the  Society  has  become  possessed  of  many  rare  and  valuable  materials, 
not  only  for  forming  a  more  accurate  judgment  of  the  utility  of  the 
scheme  of  colonization,  but  also  for  demonstrating  how  flagrantly 
and  notoriously,  and  with  what  impunity,  the  prohibitory  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  other  nations,  in  regard  to  the  slave  trade,  are 
violated,  by  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects.  Some  important 
hints  also  may  be  derived  from  these  documents,  for  making  the 
penal  sanctions  of  those  laws  more  effectual ;  and  there  is  good  reason 
to  conclude,  that  the  establishment  of  such  a  colony  as  has  been  pro- 
jected by  our  Society,  may  prove  an  important  and  efficient  adjunct  to 
the  other  preventive  checks  provided  by  law. 

The  body  of  accurate  and|Valuable  information,  thus  collected,  will 
be  found  among  the  documents,  which  we  now  beg  Sir,  through  your 
kind  mediation,  to  present  to  Congress. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  .^s 

Your  obedient  servants, 

E.  B.  CALDWELL. 
AVALTER,JO]NES,    J.  Committee, 

F.  S.  KEY. 

Washington,  January  23t?,  1819. 


} 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Staiea. 

January  25d,  1819. 

The  Speaker  |)rp<-PMTed  to  the  House  a  loiter  addressed  to  Mm,  sign- 
ed by  liilias  B  Caldwell  Waltrr  J  nes,  and  Francis  S.  Key,  a 
C')i«n»itlf«'  of  The  Aineriran  Colonization  Society,  accompanied 
wifii  an  account  of  flie  ineasiiris  pursued  by  the  society  for  accora- 
pli-ihi'ig  thf-  grt'at  obpct  of  its  institution,  and  of  the  result  of  their 
inriunies  and  .eseaiclies;  as,  also,  of  documents  showing  the  unlaw- 
ful p--.rticipdtion  of  the  citizens  of  the  Lnited  States  in  the  African 
sla^e  trade:  which  letter  and  its  accompanying  documents,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  .select  roinmittee  ;  and 

Mr   Mercer  Mr.  'vJills,  and   Mr.  Campbell,   were  appointed  the 
Said  committee. 

An  extract,  &c. 

Attest, 

TIIOS.  DOUGHERTY,  C.  H.  R. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

March  S,  1819. 

Resolved,  That  the  account  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Force,  for  print- 
ing the  documents  accompanying  the  letter  of  the  Committee  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  amount- 
ing to  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars,  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  House. 


Attest, 


THO.  DOUGHERTY,  C.  H.  R. 


No.  2. 

Extract  from  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers^ 

"The  Managers  have  ascertained  that  there  are  numbers  of  the  highest 
Standitig  for  intelligence  and  respe(  tability  among  that  class  of  peo- 
ple, who  are  warn^ly  in  favor  of  the  plan,  from  a  conviction  thar  it 
will,  if  accomplished,  powprfullv  co-operate  in  placing  the  situation 
of  th«'ir'  brethren  here  and  in  Africa  in  that  scale  of  happiness  and 
resf)C<  tability  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  from  which  they  have 
long  been  degr;tded-  Otfers  of  service  have  been  received  from  many 
-worthy  and  i.iflu-ntial  individuals  of  their  own  colour  and  iVora  a  nuni- 
bei-  of  families  from  diffeivnt  parts  of  the  United  States,  to  become 
the  first  settlers  in  the  colony  wlienever  a  suitable  situation  shall  be 
procured.  Th*^  M magers  Can  with  confidence  state  their  belief, 
that  they  would   have  no  dilUculty   in  procuring  individuals  among 
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them  wnrtliy  of  trust  and  confidence  to  explore  the  country  if  ne- 
cess.ti}  ,  a'ul  io  |>lant  a  rolony  oiHtifficient  sTi tii.^tli  to  seciive  its  Scce- 
ty  and  prospi'rity  Thi-*  b'ina;  accomplished  there  cat)  be  tio  di']i<  nl- 
ty  in  pi«  srntiriK  its  imp  »rtance  to  their  biethreii,  in  sur  h  a  manner 
and  with  su<  !i  unquestionable  testimony,  as  must  command  their  luli- 
€St  confidence.'* 


Extract  of  a  tetter  from  a  respectable  gentleman  in  Vinceiines,  India->:.a,) 

to  the  President  of  the  Socieiy. 

'•I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  your  society,  and  h'ghly  approve  the  pa:.  i= 
otic  and  benevolent  motives  which  have  induced  its  formation,  and 
"with  every  Ameiican  citizen  feel  a  pride  in  seeing  the  name  of 
Washington  at  its  head. 

To  aid  its  views  I  am  prompted  to  send  the  followin^^  information,  ^^ 
There  are  in  this  vicinity  between  fifty  and  a  huiu'red  free  people  of 
colour,  who  have  by  my  means  heard  of  your  society,  and  are  de- 
sirous of  going  to  Africa,  to  help  in  forming  a  settlement  or  colony, 
should  one  be  attempted.  They  live  on  the  Wabrtsh,  on  both  sides; 
some  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  some  in  Indiana.  They  are  in 
general  industrious  and  moral-  Some  of  them  have  landed  property, 
and  are  good  farmers;  and  some  can  read  and  w  lite.  Tiiey  are  sen- 
sible of  tlie  existing  degraded  condition  in  wliich  they  are  placed  by 
our  laws,  respecting  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  otiier  disabilities.'' 


Extract  of  a  letter  written  by  Capt.  Paul  Cuffc  to  Jlr.  ^^lillSf  dated 

Wesjmrt,  1st  mo.  6th,  1817. 

**In  1815  I  carried  out  to  Sierra  Leone  nine  families,  38  in  number, 
and,  in  1816,  I  have  had  so^many  applications  that  I  believe  I  might 
have  had  the  greater  part  to  have  carried  out  of  Boston  and  the  vi- 
cinity." 


Extract  from  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

'•Continued  assurances  have  been  received  by  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, in  the  last  year. of  the  readiness  of  nianyof  thefreepeopleofcolour 
in  the  United  States  to  avail  thcmsflvesof  their  contemplated  asylum, 
whenevei-  a  suitable  territory  for  its  erection  shall  have  been  j)rocured. 
These  have  proceeded  from  the  most  enlightened  of  this  class  of  per- 
sons, comprehending  individuals  engaged  in  all  the  occupations  of 
civillife.  dispersed  throughout  the  United  States,  and  in  sufficient  num 
ber  to  form  Xi\Q  basis  of  a  respectable  colony.     To  these  assurances 
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have  been  added  the  repeated  declarations  of  several  proprietors  of 
their  readiness  to  emaiu-:pat<)  the  whole,  or  a  part,  of  their  slaves, 
"whenever  a  suitable  abode  in  Africa  shall  have  been  provided  for 
them,  upon  condition  that  they  shall  repair  to  it. 

When  the  Managers  add.  tliat  they  have  purposely  avoided  all  ap- 
peals to  these  motives  \vhi<li  ouejht  to,  and  doubtless  will,  hereafter 
induce  the  free  people  of  colour  to  exchange  political  slavery  and  mo- 
ral degradation  for  independence  and  honor,  those  assurances  are 
calculated  to  remove  all  doubt  of  the  facility  with  which  they  will 
make  this  exchange,  when  they  can  effrct  it,  not  only  with  the  permis- 
sion, but  the  assistance  also  of  their  former  masters. 

The  humane  forbearance  of  the  Managers  and  friends  of  the  Ame- 
ricari  Society  to  excite  in  the  breasts  of  the  free  people  of  colour,  hopes 
which  might  be  hereafter  disappointed,  has  deprived  tiiem.  in  some 
instances,  of  the  means  of  correcting  misconceptions  of  the  origin 
and  views  of  the  Society.  It  has  been  suggested  to  be  an  invention 
of  the  Southern  proprietor  to  rivet  the  chains  of  servitude  upon  his 
slaves,  as  if  the  circumstances  which  accompanied  the  origin  of  the 
society,  the  character  of  its  members,  and  their  solemn  and  reiterat- 
ed declarations,  did  not  forbid  so  unfounded  an  imputation.  It  would 
not  be  more  uncandid  to  asci'ibe  to  them  a  design  to  invade  the  rights 
of  private  property,  secured  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
several  slave-holding  States,  and  to  proclaim  universal  emancipa- 
tion ! 

If,  as  is  most  confidently  believed,  the  colonization  of  the  free  peo- 
ple of  colour,  will  render  tlie  slave  who  remains  in  America  more  ob- 
dient,  more  faithful,  more  honest,  and,  consequently,  moi-e  useful  to 
his  master.is  it  proper  to  regard  this  happy  consequence  to  both,  as  the 
sole  object  w'hicli  the  society  hope  to  attain?  Is  it  a  substantial  objection 
to  </</.s,  that,  like  every  other  effort  to  enlarge  the  stock  of  human  happi- 
ness, it  enlists  in  its  favor  the  selfish  as  well  as  the  disinterested,  affec- 
tions of  the  heart?  The  inference  deducible  from  all  such  suspicions, 
serves  only  to  demonstrate  that  the  success  of  the  wise  and  charitable 
purpose  of  the  society,  is  assured  by  the  ir-resistible  appeal  which  it 
makes  to  all  the  powerful  sentiments  of  the  heart,  the  most  sordid  and 
degrading,  as  well  as  the  most  benevolent  and  exalted." 


Letter  from  the  Petersburg  African  Missionary  Society. 

Petehsburg,  Ta.  Jlpril  50,  1819. 

Di:ar  Sir  :  Having  been  authorized  by  the  Petersburg  African  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  persons  of  colour,  to  address  you  in  their  behalf  on 
the  subject  of  the  intended  colony  in  Sherbro,  permit  me,  honoured  Sir, 
to  tell  yojj,  that  thi**  society  has  been  in  existence  only  seven  months, 
and  their  object  is  to  send  forth  missionaries  to  the  benighted  land  of 


lu    ul*. 
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Africa;  numbers  would  be  willin.q  to  goiftbey  could  get  correct 
information  IVorn  you  "'especting  the  country,  and  the  means  of  con- 
reyance  from  this  place.  It  is  the  general  opinion  among  us,  that  if 
we  could  only  obtain  the  information  from  the  Board  of  your  society, 
that  would  give  u'^  proper  ideas  of  the  site  and  mo<ie  of  government, 
and  how  we  should  be  protected  ;  that  we  would  embrace  the  op- 
portunity, and  prepare  to  leave  our  adopted,  for  our  colonial  asylum. 
Please  answer  this  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  as  the  people 
are  anxious  to  hear  from  you. 

With  considerations  of  the  highest  esteem  and  respect, 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  truly  humble  servant, 

JOHN  T.  RAYMOND, 

Corresponding  Secretary  Jfrican  Missionary  Society, 
To  Elias  B.  Caldwell.  Esq. 

Washington  Cityf  District  Columbin, 


Philadelphia,  Sd  June,  1819. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  has  just  been  left  with  me  to  obtain  in- 
formation on  the  subject  to  which  it  refers.     At  your  leisure  a  com- 
munication may  be  made,  which  I  can  hand  to  tlic  parties. 
Very  sincerely,  1  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  RALSTON. 
Elin.s  B.  Caldxvell,  Esq. 

Philadelphia,  t^/rtj/ 29fA,  1819. 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  request  the  Colonization  Society 
to  give  us  an  exact  information  of  their  progress  in  obtaining  a  ship 
and  men  to  go  on  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  on  wages  for  one  year,  an^S 
t<j  return  if  they  choose  and  bring  the  report  back  to  America. 

Daniel  George,  Eph.  Sanders, 

Joseph  Blake,  T.  George  Fortune, 

Ashmit  Hall,  John  Grifen, 

John  Gun,  Henry  B.  ICean, 

Francis  Procter,  Peter  Stevenson, 

fVilliam  Johnson,  Henry  Witshny, 

IVUliam  Foster,  Samuel  Branham^ 

James  Brister,  Caton  Green, 

Moses  Miller,  Richard  Parker^ 
John  Walttrs, 

The  above  persojis  are  willing  to  offer  their  services,  (most  of  tliem 
having  families,)  if  satisfactory  information  is  given  to  the  inquirieiK 
now  made. 
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Memorial  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  to  the  ntinens  of  Baltimore* 

At  a  mcptiiie:  of  a  rvspprtable  number  of  coloured  fieisons  co»uenetl 
at  Bethel  Cliuich  Her*  uiber  Tth,  1826.  for  the  piirpos<^  tf  consider- 
in?  th(*  'trop'iety  of  piomoMng  an  einiejration  to  the  -frican  t  olony 
at  Li!»eria.  the  Rev.  Wm.  Cornish  was  called  to  the  chaU',  and  Ro- 
bert Cnwiy  anpoiiited  Secretary.  i'he  meetinj^  being;  oij^anized, 
after  due  dt  Ibeiation,  the  following  resolution  and  memorial  wer6 
read  and  i»do[)ted. 

The  pro' oidiiii^s  were  then  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary,  and  published. 

December  11th,  1826. 

At  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  respectable  free  People  of  Colour, 
held  at  the  African  Church-  Sharp  street,  on  Monday,  1  Ith  Decem- 
ber, 18CG,  on  motion  of  the  Rev.  Lewis  G.  Wells,  Mr.  Jt«nies  Dea- 
ver  was  called  to  the  chiiir,  and  Remus  Harvey  appointed  Secretary. 

A  metnoiial  to  the  W  hite  leople  of  Baltimore  was  then  presented 
to  the  meeting,  being  the  same  adopted  at  the  Bethel  Chuich,  on  the 
7th  instant;  and  after  the  same  hv.d  been  read  and  discussed,  it  was 
adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  part  of  the  proceedii'gs  of  the  meetings 
signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary,  and  published. 

MEMORIAL. 

We  have  hitherto  beheld  in  silence,  but  with  the  intensest  interest, 
the  efturts  of  the  wise  and  philanthropic  in  our  behalf.  Sf  it  became 
us  to  be  silent,  it  because  us  also  to  ft'cl  the  liveliest  anxiety  and  gra-^ 
titude.  The  time  has  now  arrived,  as  we  believe,  in  which  >oui* 
good  work  and  our  happiness  may  be  promoted,  by  tlie  expression  of 
our  Ojjinions.  We  have  therefore  assembled  fur  that  purpose,  from 
every  quarter  of  the  city,  and  every  denomination,  to  offer  you  this 
respectful  address,  with  all  the  weight  and  influence  which  our  num- 
ber, character,  and  cause,  can  lend  it. 

We  reside  among  you.  and  yet  are  strangers:  natives,  and  yet  rot 
citizens  ;  surrounded  by  the  freest  people  and  most  re|»ublic;>n  in- 
stitutions in  the  WM)rid.  and  yet  enjoyiiig  tionc  of  the  immunities  of 
freedom.  This  singularity  in  our  con  ition  has  not  failed  to  strike 
us,  as  well  as  you,  hut  we  know  it  i->  ii  remediable  here.  Our  differ- 
ence of  Colour,  the  servitude  of  many  and  most  »>f  our  brethren,  and 
the  prejudices  vvliicii  those  circumstances  have  naturally  i-ccasi<»!.ed, 
will  not  allow  us  to  hooe,  even  if  we  could  d'^sire,  to  miigle  with 
you  one  day,  in  tiie  benefits  of  citizenship  A**  \nv.i:;  as  we  remain 
among  you,  vve  must  (an-i  nhalT  be  content  o  be  a  ilistiiict  va  *».  ex- 
posed to  the  indignities  »nd  dat/gcrs  plivsical  ami  tnoi-al-  to  vshicli 
our  situation  makes  us  liable.  Al  that  vve  may  'xpect.  i^  to  r:i  -'it, 
by  our  peaceable  and  orderly  behaviour,  your  conslderatio'i  a  id  .he 
protection  of  your  laws. 

it  is  not  to  be  iiuputed  to  yon  that  vve  are  here      Your  anf^estors 
remonstrated  against  the  introduction  of  the  first  of  our  race,  who 
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were  brought  amongst  you ;  and  it  was  the  mother  country  that  in- 
sisted on  their  admission,  that  her  colonies  and  slie  might  profit,  as 
she  thought,  by  their  compulsory  labor.  Bui  the  gift  was  a  curse  to 
them,  without  being  an  advantage  to  herself.  The  colonies,  grown 
to  womanhood,  burst  from  her  dominion:  and  if  liiey  have  an  angry 
recollection  of  their  union  and  rupture,  it  must  be  at  the  sight  of  the 
baneful  institution  which  she  has  entailed  upon  them. 

How  much  you  regret  itsexistence  among  you.  is  sliown  by  the  se- 
vere laws  you  have  ejiacted  against  the  slave  trade,  and  by  your  em- 
ployment of  a  naval  force  for  its  suppression.  You  have  gone  stiii 
further.  Not  content  with  checking  the  increase  of  the  alrea<iy  too 
growing  evil,  you  have  deliberated  how  you  might  best  exterminate 
the  evil  itself.'  This  delicate  and  important  subject  has  produced  a 
great  variety  of  opinions:  but  we  find,  even  in  tliat  diversity,  a  con- 
S(datory  proof  of  the  interest  with  which  you  regard  the  subject,  aiid 
of  your  readiness  to  adopt  that  scheme  which  may  aj)pear  to  be  the 
best. 

Leaving  out  all  considerations  of  generosity,  humanity,  and  bene- 
volence, you  have  the  strongest  reasons  to  favor  and  facilitate  the  with- 
drawal from  among  you  of  such  as  wish  to  remove.  It  ill  consists, 
in  the  first  place,  with  your  republican  principles,  and  witit  the  health 
and  moral  sense  of  the  body  politic,  that  there  should  be  in  the  midst 
of  you  an  extraneous  mass  of  men.  united  to  you  only  by  soil  and 
climate,  and  irrevocably  excluded  from  your  institutions.  Nor  is  it 
less  for  your  advantage  in  another  point  of  view.  Our  places  might, 
in  your  opinion,  be  better  occupied  by  men  of  your  own  colour,  who 
would  increase  the  strength  of  your  country.  In  the  pursuit  of  live- 
lihood atidthe  exercise  of  industrious  habits,  we  necessarily  exclude 
from  employment  many  of  the  whites,  your  fellow  citizens,  who 
would  find  it  easier,  in  proportion  as  we  depart,  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  their  families. 

But  if  you  have  every  reason  to  wish  for  our  removal,  how  much 
greater  arc  our  inducements  to  remove!  TluiUgh  we  are  not  slaves, 
we  are  not  free.  We  do  not  and  never  shall  participate  in  the  envia- 
ble privileges  which  we  continually  witness.  Bi!yt)nd  a  tnore  .sub- 
sistence, and  the  impulse  of  religion,  there  is  nothing  to  arouse  us 
to  the  exercise  of  our  faculties,  or  excite  us  to  the  attainment  of  em- 
inence. Though,  under  the  shield  of  your  laws,  we  are  partially 
protected,  not  totally  oppressed j  neveilliehss,  our  sittiation  will 
and  must  inevitably  have  the  effect  of  crushitjg,  nut  devi-loping.'tlie 
capacities  that  God  has  given  us.  We  are,  besides,  of  opinion  that 
our  absence  will  accelerate  the  liberation  of  such  of  our  brethren  as 
a  rein  bondage,  by  the  permission  of  Providence.  Whrn  such  of  us 
as  wish,  and  may  be  able,  shall  have  gone  before  to  open  and  lead 
the  way,  a  cbannel  will  be  left,  through  which  may  be  {)ouinl  such 
as  hereafter  receive  their  freedom  fiom  the  kindness  oi-  inter<'st  <tf 
their  masters,  or  by  public  opinion  and  legislative  enactnient.  and 
are  willing  to  join  those  who  have  jjieceded  them.  As  a  white  popu- 
lation comes  in  to  fill  our  void,  the  situation  of  our  brethreji  will  be 
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nearer  to  liberty,  for  their  value  must  decrease  and  disappear  hefort 
till'  sii|)eiior  advantages  of  lice  labor,  witb  which  Iheir'scan  hold  n» 
competition. 

Of  the  many  schemes  that  have  been  proposed,  wc  most  approve 
of  that  of  ^y'ricdu  Coiovizdtiou.  If  wc  were  able  and  at  liberty  to 
go  whithersoever  wc  would,  the  greater  number,  willing  to  leavethis 
community,  would  prefer  i?6ena,  on  thecoast  of  Africa.  Others,  no 
doubt,  would  turn  them  towai'ds  some  other  region  :  the  world  is 
M'lde.  Already  establislied  there,  in  the  settlement  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  aie  many  of  our  bjcthren,  the  pioneers  of  Afi-i- 
can  restoration,  who  encourage  us  to  join  them.  Several  were  for- 
merly residents  of  this  city,  and  liighly  considered  by  the  people  of 
their  own  class  and  colour.  Thoy  liave  been  planted  at  Cape  iMesur- 
a<io,  the  most  eligi'jle  and  one  of  the  most  elevated  sites  on  the 
"Westt^rn  roast  of  Afiica,  selected  in  1821,  and  their  number  has  aug- 
mented to  500.  Able,  as  wc  are  informed,  to  provide  for  their  own 
defence  and  support,  and  capable  of  self  increase,  they  arc  now  en- 
joying all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
larger  and  older  communities.  In  Africa  we  shall  be  freemen  indeed, 
and  republicans  alter  tlie  model  of  this  rej)ublic.  Wc  shall  carry 
your  language,  your  customs,  your  opinions  and  Christianity,  to  that 
now  desolate  shore,  and  thence  they  will  gi'adualiy  spread,  with  our 
growth,  far  into  the  continent.  The  slave  trade,  both  external  and 
internal,  can  be  abolished  only  by  settlements  on  the  coast.  Africa, 
if  destined  to  be  ever  civilized  and  converted,  can  be  civilized  and 
converted  by  that  means  only. 

Wc  foresee  that  difiiculties  and  dangers  await  those  who  emigrate; 
such  as  every  infant  establishment  must  encounter  and  endure  j  such 
as  your  fathers  sufTered  wiien  first  they  iandod  on  this  now  happy 
shoic.  They  will  have  to  contend,  we  know,v,Mtli  the  want  of  many 
things,  which  they  enjoy  here;  and  they  leave  a  poptrious and  polish- 
ed society,  for  a  land  where  they  must  long  continue  to  experience 
the  solitude  and  ruggedness  of  an  eai'ly  settlement.  But  '•  Ethiopia 
shall  lift  her  hands  unto  God."  Africa  is  the  oily  country  to  which 
they  can  go,  and  enjoy  those  privileges  for  which  they  leave  their  fire- 
sides among  you.  The  work  has  begun  and  it  is  continuing.  A 
foothold  has  been  obtained,  and  the  principle  obstacles  areoveicome. 
The  foundations  of  a  nation  have  been  laid,  of  which  they  are  to  be 
the  fathers. 

The  portion  of  comforts  which  they  may  lose,  they  will  cheerfully 
abandon.  Human  happiness  does  not  consist  in  meat  and  drink,  nor 
in  costly  raiment,  nor  in  stately  habitations.  To  contribute  to  it 
even,  they  must  be  joined  with  ecpjal  rights  and  tcspectability  ;  and 
it  often  exists  in  a  high  degree  without  them.  If  the  sufferings  and 
privations  to  whicli  the  emigrants  would  be  exposed  were  even  gieat- 
er  than  we  imagine,  still  they  would  not  hesitate  to  sacrilicctheii"  own 
personal  and  temporary  ease,  for  the  permanent  advantage  of  their 
race,  and  t!ie  future  prosperity  and  dignified  exietence  of  their  children. 
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That  you  may  facilitate  the  withdrawal  from  amon.a;  you  of  such 
as  wish  to  remove,  is  what  we  now  solicit.  It  can  best  he  (h)ue,  we 
titink,  by  augmentin^^  the  means  at  the  command  of  the  Ameiican 
Colonization  Socicly.  that  the  Colony  of  Liberia  may  be  stieiigth- 
ened  and  improved  for  their  gradual  reception.  The  greattr  the  num- 
ber of  persons  sent  thither,  from  any  part  of  this  nation  whatsoever, 
so  much  more  capable  it  becomes  of  receiving  astill  greater.  Every 
encouragement  to  it,  therefore,  though  it  may  not  seem  to  have  any 
pai'ticular  portion  of  emigrants  directly  in  view,  will  produce  a  fa- 
vorable effect  upon  all.  'I'he  emigrants  may  readily  be  enabled  to  re- 
move, in  considerable  numbers  every  Fall,  by  a  concerted  system  of 
individual  contributions;  and  still  more  efficiently  by  the  enactment 
of  laws  to  promote  their  emigration,  under  the  patronage  of  the  State. 
The  expense  would  not  be  nearly  so  great  as  it  might  appear  at  first 
sight :  for  when  once  the  current  shall  have  set  towards  Liberia,  and 
intercourse  grown  frequent,  the  cost  will  of  course  diminish  rapidly, 
and  many  will  be  able  to  defray  it  for  themselves-  Thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands,  poorer  than  we,  annually  emigrate  from  Europe 
to  your  coujitry,  and  soon  have  it  i*  their  power  to  hasten  the  arrival 
of  those  they  left  behind.  Every  iuielligent  and  industrious  coloured 
man  would  continually  look  forward  to  the  day  when  he  or  his  cliild- 
ren  might  go  to  their  veritable  home,  and  would  accumulate  all  his 
little  earnings  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  ventured  these  remarks,  because  we  know  that  you  take 
a  kind  concern  in  the  subject  to  which  they  relate,  and  because  we 
think  they  may  assist  you  in  the  prosecution  of  your  designs.  If  we 
were  doubtful  of  your  good  will  and  benevolent  intentions,  we  would 
remind  you  of  the  time  when  you  were  in  a  situation  similar  to  ours, 
and  when  your  forefathers  were  driven  by  religious  persecution,  to  a 
distant  and  inhospitable  shore.  We  are  not  so  persecuted  :  but  we, 
too.  leave  our  homes,  and  seek  a  distant  and  inhospitable  shoie.  An 
empire  may  be  the  result  of  our  emigration,  as  of  theirs.  The  pro- 
tection, kindness,  and  assistance,  which  you  would  have  desired  for 
yourselves  under  such  circumstances,  now  extend  to  us  : — so  may  yoi* 
be  rewarded  by  the  riddance  of  the  stain  and  evil  of  slavery,  the  ex- 
tension of  civilization  and  the  Gospel,  and  the  blessing  of  our  com- 
mon Creator ! 

WM.  CORNISH, 
Chairman  of  the  meeting  in  Bethel  Church. 

ROBERT  COWLEY, 
Secretary  of  the  meeting  in  Bethel  Church, 

JAMES  DEAVER, 

Chairman  of  the  meeting  in  the  African  Church,  Sharp  streeh 

REMUS  HARVEY, 

SecreMry  of  the  meeting  in  the  Sfrican  Church.  Sharp  streets 
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No.  5. 

Copy  nf  a  letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson,    lafe  President  of  the  United 

JS lutes f  to  John  Lynd. 

MoNTiCEtLO,  Jan.  21,  1811. 

Sir:  Yoii  have  asked  my  opinion  on  the  proposition  of  Ann  Mif- 
flin, to  lake  measures  for  procuiing,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  an  es- 
tablishment to  wliicli  the  people  of  colour  of  these  States  might,  fioni 
time  to  time,  he  colonized,  under  the  auspices  of  different  Govern- 
ments. Having  long  ago  made  up  my  mind  on  this  subject,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  tliat  I  iiavc  ever  thought  that  the  most  desir- 
til)le  measure  which  could  be  adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off  this 
part  of  our  population.  Most  advantageous  for  themselves  as  well 
as  for  us  ;  going  from  a  country  possessing  all  the  useful  arts^  they 
might  be  the  means  of  transplanting  them  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Africa;  and  would  thus  carry  back  to  the  country  of  their  origin 
the  seeds  of  civilization,  which  might  render  their  sojournment  here 
a  blessing,  in  the  end,  to  that  country. 

I  received,  in  the  last  year  of  my  entering  into  the  administration 
of  the  General  Government,  a  letter  iVomthe  Governor  of  Virginia, 
consulting  me,  at  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  on  the 
means  of  procuring  some  such  asylum  to  which  these  people  might 
be  occasionally  sent.  I  proposed  to  him  the  establishment  of  Sierra 
Leone,  in  which  a  private  company  in  England  had  already  coloni- 
zed a  number  of  negroes,  and  particularly  the  fugitives  from  these 
States  during  the  Revolutionary  war:  and  at  the  same  time  suggest- 
ed, if  that  could  not  he  obtained,  some  of  the  Portuguese  possessions 
in  South  America  as  most  desirable. 

The  subsequent  Legislature  approving  these  ideas,  I  wrote  the  en- 
suing year  (1802)  to  Mr.  King,  our  Minister  in  London,  to  en- 
deavor to  negotiate  with  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  and  induce 
tlum  to  receive  such  of  these  people  as  might  be  colonized  thither. 

He  opened  a   correspondence   with  Mr.  W and  Mr.  Thornton, 

Secretary  of  the  Company,  on  the  subject,-  and,  in  1803,  I  received, 
through  Mr.  King,  the  result;  which  was,  that  the  colony  was  going 
on  in  but  a  languishing  condition  ;  that  the  funds  of  the  company 
were  likely  to  fail,  as  they  received  no  return  of  |)rofit  to  keep  them 
up;  that  they  were  then  in  treaty  with  the  Government  to  take  the 
establishment  off  their  hands  :  but  that  in  no  event  should  they  be 
willing  to  receive  moie  of  these  people  from  the  United  States,  as  it 
was  that  portion  of  settlers  who  had  gone  from  the  United  States, 
who,  by  their  idleness  and  turbulence,  had  kept  the  settlement  in  con- 
stant danger  of  dissolution,  \\hich  c.)u!d  not  have  been  prevented,  but 
for  the  aid  of  the  Marroon  negroes,  from  the  West  Lidies,  who  were 
mor«  industrious  and  orderly  ilian  the  others,  and  supported  the  au- 
tln)rity  of  the  Government  and  its  laws. 

I  think  I  learned,  afterwards,  that  the  British  Government  had 
taken  the  colony  into  their  own  hands,  and  1  believe  it  still  existi- 
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The  eflTort  which  I  made  with  Portugal  to  ohtain  an  establishment 
from  them,  within  their  coli>nies  in  South  America,  proved  also 
abdrtive. 

You  inquired  further  whether  I  would  use  my  endeavors  to  procure 
such  an  establishioent  secure  against  violence  from  other  Powers, 
and  particularly  the  French.  Certainly,  1  shall  he  willing  to  do  any- 
thing I  can  to  give  it  effect  and  safety. 

But  I  am  hut  a  pi  ivate  individual,  and  could  only  use  endeavors 
with  individuals.  Whereas,  the  National  Government  can  address 
themselves  at  once  to  those  of  Europe  to  ohtain  the  desired  secuiity, 
and  will  unquestionably  be  ready  to  exert  its  influence  with  those 
nations  to  effect  an  object  so  benevolent  in  itself,  aisd  so  important 
to  a  great  portion  of  its  constituents.  Indeed,  nothing  is  moje  to  be 
wished  than  that  the  United  States  would  themselves  undertake  to 
make  such  an  establishment  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Exclusive  of  motives  of  humanity,  the  connnercial  advantages  to 
be  derived  fiom  it  might  defray  all  its  expenses;  but  for  this,  the 
national  mind  is  not  prepared.  It  may  perhaps  be  doubted  whether 
many  of  these  j)eople  vvouid  voluntarly  consent  to  such  an  exchange 
of  situation,  and  but  few  of  tliose  who  are  advanced  to  a  certain  age 
in  habits  of  slavery  would  be  capable  of  governing  themselves  ;  this 
should  not,  however, discourage  the  experiment,  nor  theearly  trial  of 
it  And  |)ropositions  should  be  made  with  all  the  prudent  caution  and 
attention  re(|uisiteto  reconcile  it  to  the  interest,  the  safely,  and  pre- 
judice of  all  parties. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  my  respects  and  esteem. 

THOMAS  JEFFEiiSON, 


No.  4. 


The  resolution  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  be  seen  in  the  succeeding 
pages  of  this  note,  hatl  been,  as  the  committee  are  assured,  for  several 
weeks,  before  it  was  submitted,  by  its  mover,  to  t'le  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  that  State,  shown  to  many  members  of  that  hmiy.  Its  sub- 
ject had  also  been  made  by  him  a  topic  of  dis('i!<5sion  in  the  city  of 
Washington  in  the  preceding  Spring,  and  in  the  cities  of  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  as  well  as  at  Princeton,  in  New  Jersey, 
during  the  following  Summer  and  Autumn.  And  a  conctii'rent  move- 
ment in  relation  to  its  ]>urposc,  in  both  Maryland  and  Yij'ginia,  had 
been  distinctly  concerted  in  Georgetown,  witiiin  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, with  a  gentleman  now  residing  there,  as  early  as  Marcli,  I8l6, 
without  the  participation  or  the  knowledge  of  any  individual,  what- 
ever, resM!in;>  Norili  of  Maryland. 

An  iiccidental  disclosure  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  late  in  February, 
1816,  of  the  prior  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vii'ginia 
was  reterred  to,  in  the  inception  of  this  measure  in  Georgetown,  and 
in  every  early  stage  of  its  subsequent  prosccnrion.     These  statements 
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of  unquestionable  truth,  capable  of  being  sustained  by  ample  testimony, 
are  designed  to  suppress  the  suggestion,  that  any  influence,  exterior 
to  the  Soutliern  States  of  the  Union,  or  hostile  to  their  interests,  had 
the  least  participation  in  prompting  the  first  organized  public  efforts 
to  colonize  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States.  Tlie  sub- 
joined pages  published  at  a  press  in  the  city  of  Washington  imme- 
diately after  the  formation  of  tlie  American  Colonization  Society,  and 
filed  among  its  records,  are,  also,  in  accordance  with  this  hitherto 
private  history. 


^^ 
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OF  EXERTIONS  LATELY  MADE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 

COLONIZINa 

THE  FREE  PEOPLE  OF  COLOUR 

IN  THE  UNITED   STATES,  IN  AFRICA,   OR   ELSEWHERE 


WASHINGTON  : 

PniNTKB  BT  Jonathan  Elliot,  1817- 


A  VIEW,  &c. 

THE  present  age  witnesses  numerous  and  unexpected  changes, 
and  it  is  peculiarly  grateful  to  the  henevolent  man  to  notice  among 
these  changes  many  which  are  ominous  of  good.  As  a  traveller, 
wearied  with  the  roughness  and  barrenness  of  the  region  he  has  past, 
enjoys  the  scenery  of  a  cultivated  and  luxuriant  country  ;  so  the  phi- 
lanthropist, distressed  with  tlie  confusion  and  misery  which  pervade 
many  portions  of  the  world,  may  still  fix  his  attention  on  those  fa- 
vorable occurrences  in  Divine  Providence,  and  contemplate  with  pe- 
culiar pleasure  the  rising  glory  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  and  tlie 
prevalence  of  that  religion  whicii  proclaims  ♦»  peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  to  men." 

The  success  which  attends  charitable  and  benevolent  societies, 
has,  in  many  instances,  surpassed  the  expectations  even  of  their 
friends  and  patrons-  And  whether  the  public  are  encouraged  and 
gratified  with  the  success  of  past  exertions,  or  whether  they  are 
alarmed  and  excited  by  the  miseries  which  thousands  feel,  and  in 
which  other  thousands  sympathize,  it  is  but  just  to  acknowledge  that 
there  exists  an  unusual  sensibility  and  desire  to  aid  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  religion.  The  tone  of  public  feeling  is  elevated.  If 
any  sufficient  oS)ject  can  be  assigned  for  benevolent  exertion,  and  can 
be  enforced  by  any  suJIicieiit  reasons,  it  will  scarcely  fail  tn  receive 
all  deserved  approbation  and  support.       ^ 
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Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the  following  view  of  exer- 
tions lately  mad€!  for  the  colonizinij  free  people  of  colour,  is  presented 
to  the  public. 

It  is  already  known  that  the  attention  of  many  intelligent  men  in 
the  United  States  has  been  recently  turned  with  pBouIiar  force  and 
a  corresponiling  Zealand  sjjiiit  of  perseveratice  to  this  subject.  Some 
very  important  preparatory  stc()s  to  such  a  measure  have  been  ta- 
ken. Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  expediency  of  colonizing  free  people  of  colour  became  a  sub 
jcct  of  consideration  with  many  gentlemen  of  respectability  from 
the  different  States.  Tlic  propriety  of  such  a  measure,  could  it  be 
carried  into  effect,  was  generally  admitted.  It  was  thought  that  a 
design  of  such  impoitance  so  intimately  connected  with  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  promising  at  the  same 
time  to  improve  and  meliorate  the  state  of  that  class  of  tiie  community 
for  whom  provision  was  to  be  made,  should  not  be  abai'doned  without 
a  vigorous  and  a  thorough  effort  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

The  formation  of  a  Colonization  Society  was  therefore  proposed. 
Mariy  were  led  the  more  readily  to  a[)piovo  of  an  institution  of  this 
kind,  from  a  knowledge  that  tliis  subject  occupies  the  attention  of 
many  wortiiy  citizens  in  different  States  ;  but  particularly  from  the 
consideration  which  had  been  bestowed  uj)on  it  by  the  Legislature  of 
a  highly  respectable  sister  State  (Virginia.)  As  the  foilowir.g  pre- 
amble and  resolution  were  approved  by  the  House  of  Delegates  of 
that  State>  previous  to  the  first  meeting  for  the  formation  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society,  it  will  be  proper  to  introduce  them  in  this 
place,  as  they  were  afterwards  amended  by  the  Senate  and  adopted. 

'♦'Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  repeatedly 
sought  to  obtain  an  asylum,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
for  such  persons  of  colour,  as  had  been,  or  might  be,  emanciptited  un- 
der the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  but  have  hitherto  found  all  their 
efforts  frustrated,  either  by  the  disturbed  state  of  ether  nations,  or 
domestic  causes  equally  unpropitious  to  its  success  : 

*'They  now  avail  themselves  of  a  period  when  peace  has  healed 
the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the  j)rinci[)al  nations  of  Europe  have 
Concurred,  with  the  Govei'ument  of  the  United  States,  in  abolishing 
the  African  slave  trade,  (a  traific,  which  this  Commonwealth,  both  be- 
foi-e  and  since  the  Revolution,  zealously  sought  to  teiminate)  to  re- 
new this  effort,  and  do  therefore  resolve,  that  the  Executive  be  re- 
quested to  correspond  with  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  territory  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  some  other 
place,  not  within  any  of  the^States  or  Territorial  Governments  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such  ])ersons  of  colour,  as 
are  now  free,  and  may  desiie  the  same,  and  lor  those  who  may  be 
hereafter  emancipated  within  this  commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  Sen- 
ators and  Rcpi'esentatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  be  requested  to  exert  their  best  efforts  to  aid  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  the  attainment  of  the  above  object :  Provided,  That 
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no  contract  or  arransjcmcnt   rospoctliij^  such   territory  shall  be  ob- 
lie;atory  on  tliis  Conimoiiwealtli  uuUl  ratiiicd  by  the  Legislatuic." 

Believing'  that  the  Leoislature  ol'  Virginia  had  enteied  upon  tliis 
siihjtct  with  a  sjjitit  and  a  determination  to  prosecute  the  measure 
proposed,  and  desii-ous  of  psoducini^  a  more  general  and  simultane- 
ous feelina;  and  movement  in  aid  of  this  object,  by  calling  the  atten- 
tion oftiie  Gefiei-ai  Government  to  thesubject,  a  meeting  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  Colonization  Society  was  appointed  to  be  held  in 
this  city  or,  the  21st  of  December.  ISlG.  At  the  time  proposed  a 
very  respectable  number  of  gentlemen  attended. 

Thejollounvg  exiracls  relative  tn  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  arc 
Jroni  the  JWitional  Inteiligencer  of  December  24. 

Mr.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  having  been  called  to  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Thninas  bongherty,  of  this  District,  liaving  been  appoint- 
ed Secietary, 

Mr.  Clay,  on  taking  the  chair,  said  that  he  had  hoped  to  have 
seen  called  to  the  place,  for  which  he  had  thehonorof  being  selected, 
a  gentleman  fJudgc  Washingt(jn)  who,  from  his  name,  his  exalted 
station,  and  Ins  dislinguished  virtues,  would  have  communicated  an 
additional  importance  to  the  present  meeting.  But  as  that  gentle- 
man was  not  presetit.  Mi-.  C  regretted  to  leai-n,  from  causes  beyond 
his  control,  he  wouhi,  with  great  [deasure,  endeavor  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  tlie  Chair.  He  understood  the  object  of  the  present 
meeting  to  be.  to  consider  of  tlie  propriety  an<l  practicability  of  co- 
lonizing the  free  j}eople  of  colour  in  the  United  States,  and  of  forming 
an  association  in  relation  to  that  object.  That  class  of  the  mixt 
population  of  owr  country  was  peculiarly  situated.  They  neither  en- 
joyed the  immunities  of  freemen,  nor  were  they  subject  to  the  inca- 
pacities of  slaves,  but  partook,  in  some  degree,  of  the  qualities  of 
both.  From  their  cojtdition,  and  the  unconquerable  prejudices  re- 
sulting from  their  colour,  they  never  could  amalgamate  with  the  free 
whites  of  this  country.  It  was  desirable,  therefore,  both  as  it  respect- 
ed them  and  the  residue  of  the  population  of  the  country,  to  drain 
them  off.  Various  schemes  of  colonization  had  been  thought  of,  and 
a  part  of  our  own  continent,  it  was  thought  by  some,  might  fur- 
nish a  suitable  establishment  for  them.  But.  for  his  part,  Mr.  Clay 
said  he  had  a  decided  preference  for  some  part  of  tSie  coast  of  Afri- 
ca. There  ample  ()rovision  might  be  made  for  the  colony  itself,  and 
it  might  be  rendered  instrumental  to  the  introd{jction,  into  that  ex- 
tensive quarter  of  the  globe,  of  the  arts,  civilization,  and  Christianity. 
IMjere  was  a  peculiar,  a  moral  fitness  in  restoring  them  to  the  land 
of  their  fathers.  And  if,  instead  of  the  evils  and  sufferings  which 
we  had  been  the  innocent  cause  of  inliictin^g  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Africa,  we  can  transmit  to  her  the  blessings  of  our  arts,  our  civi- 
lization, and  our  religion,  may  we  not  hope  that  America  will  ex- 
tinguish a  great  portion  of  that  moral  debt  whicii  she  has  contracted 
to  that  unfortunate  continent  ?  We  should  derive  msich  encourage- 
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mpnt  in  (lie  prosecution  of  the  object  whicli  liad  assembled  ws  £0- 
gciher.  !)>  the  success  wliicli  h;itl  attended  tlie  colony  of  Sierra  Le- 
one. That  estahlislinirnt  had  comnicnred  about  20  or  25  years  ago, 
under  the  patronage  of  private  individuals  in  Great  Britain.  The 
basis  of  tbc  population  of  t|jc  colony  consisted  of  the  fugitive  slaves 
(if  the  Soutliern  S'atrs.  during  tlie  IJevolutioiiaiy  war.  who  had  been 
first  cairied  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  who  afterwards,  about  tiie  year 
1792,  upon  their  own  application,  almost  in  mass,  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Western  coast  of  Africa.  This  colony,  after  struggling 
Avith  the  nmst  unheard-of  dilHculties — dilhculties  resulting  from  the 
ignorance,  barbaril  v.  and  prejudices  of  the  natives;  from  the  climate; 
(which  were,  however,  found  to  be  not  at  all  insurmountable:)  from 
w  ars.  African  as  well  as  European  ;  and  such  as  are  incidental  to 
all  new  settlements — iiad  made  a  gradual  and  steady  |)rogress.  until 
it  has  acquired  a  strength  and  stability  which  promises  to  crown  the 
efforts  of  its  founders  with  complete  success.  We  have  their  ex- 
pciiettce  before  us;  and  can  there  be  a  nobler  cause  than  that  which,, 
while  it  projjoses  to  lid  our  own  country  of  a  useless  and  pernicious, 
if  not  a  dangerous  portion  of  its  population  contemplates  the  spread- 
ing of  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  t!ie  possible  redemption  from  ig- 
iiurancc  and  bai  barism  of  a  benighted  q.uarterof  the  globe! 

It  was  pro|;er  and  necessary  dis  inctly  to  state,  that  he  under- 
stood it  consti'uted  no  part  of  the  object  of  this  meeting  to  touch  ov 
agitate,  in  the  slightest  degree,  a  delicate  !|uestion  connected  with 
another  portiftii  of  t!he  coloured  population  of  our  country.  It  was 
not  proposed  to  deliberate  on,  or  consider  at  all.  any  question  of 
emancipation  or  that  was  connected  with  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
It  was  upon  that  condition  alone,  he  was  sure,  that  many  gentlemen 
from  the  South  and  the  West  whoni  he  saw  present,  had  attended, 
or  coutd  be  expected  to  co-operate.  It  was  upon  that  condition,  on- 
ly, that  he  had  himself  attended.  He  would  only  further  add.  that 
he  hoped,  in  their  deliberations,  they  would  be  guided  by  that  mode- 
ration, politeness,  and  deference  for  the  opinioij  of  each  other,  which 
were  essential  to  any  useful  result.  But  when  he  looked  around  ami 
saw  the  respectable  assemblage,  atid  recollected  the  humane  and  be- 
nevolent purpose  which  had  produced  it,  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to 
insist  fartiier  on  this  topic^ 

Mr  Elias  B.  (Caldwell,  of  this  District  then  rose.  He  said,  he 
felt  peculiar  embanassment  in  ootruding  himself  upon  the  notice  of 
si»  large  and  respectable  a  meeting,  in  which  he  foutrd  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  characters  in  our  country.  I  ask  said  he.  your 
indulgence  in  oHering  to  the  consideration  of  the  meeting  the  reso- 
lutions which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  to  a  few  explanatory  observa- 
tions. The  objects  of  the  meeting  have  been  feelingly  and  correct- 
ly stated  by  the  honorable  chairman.  The  subject  seems  to  be  di- 
vided into 

1st  The  expediency;  and  2dly.  the  practicability  of  the  pro- 
posed plan.  The  exjudicncy  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour 
in  the  United  States,  may  be  considered  in  reference  to  its  inilucnctt 
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on  our  civil  Institiitions,  on  tlic  morals  and  habits  of  <he  people,  and 
on  the  futuiC  happiness  of  the  fire  people  nf  colc)!)!'.  It  livis  been  a 
suhjeit  of  unceasing  iTj^ret,  fnd  anxious  solicitude  amonp;  many  of 
our  bests  patriots  and  wisest  statesuieii,  from  the  first  establishment 
of  our  indeptnderire.  tluit  this  class  nf  i>eop]e  should  reoiaii»  a  mun- 
ument  of  reproaclj  to  those  sacred  pjinci]ile«i  of  civil  liberty,  \shirli 
constitute  the  fouitdation  of  all  our  constitutions.  ^Ve  say.  in  the 
Declaration  (sf  Independence  ♦•  that  all  men  are  crea!<Ml  equal  '*  and 
have  certain  '♦  inalienable  i  ijajhts  "  Yet  it  is  considered  impossible, 
consistently  with  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  it  certainly  is  impossi- 
ble, with  the  present  feelings  towards  these  people,  that  the\  can 
ever  be  placed  upon  this  equality,  or  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
these  '-inalienable rights,"  whilst  they  rejnain  mixed  with  us.  Some 
persons  may  declaim,  and  call  it  prejudice.  No  inattei- — [jrejuOicc 
is  as  powerful  a  Diotive,  and  will  as  certainly  exclude  ihtm  as  the 
soundest  reason.  Others  may  say  they  are  free  enough.  If  thisi.s 
a  matter  of  opinion,  let  them  judge — if  of  reason,  let  it  be  decided  by 
our  repeated  and  solemn  declarations,  in  all  our  public  acts.  Tlis 
state  of  society,  unquestionably  tends,  in  various  ways,  to  injure  the 
morals  and  destroy  the  habits  of  industry  among  our  people  Tiiis 
will  be  acknowledged  by  every  person  who  has  paid  any  attention 
to  the  subject ;  and  it  seems  to  be  so  generally  admitted  that  it 
would  promote  the  hapj)ines9  of  the  people^  and  the  interest  of  the 
country,  to  provide  a  plac^  where  these  people  miglit  he  settled  by 
themselves,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject. 

As  to  the  blacks,  it  is  manifest  that  tlicir  interest  and  liappitwss 
would  be  promoted  by  collecting  them  together  \a  here  they  would 
enjoy  equal  rights  and  privileges  with  those  aroutui  them.  A  state 
of  degradation  is  necessarily  a  s^ate  of  unhappiness.  It  debases 
the  mind;  it  cramps  the  energies  of  the  soul,  and  represses  every  vi- 
gorous effort  touaids  moral  or  intelhctual  greatness,  ilow  can 
you  expect  from  them  any  thing  great  or  noble,  without  the  motives 
to  stimulate,  or  tbe  rewards  to  crown  great  and  noble  achieveiunits  ? 
It  not  only  prevents  their  climbing  the  steep  and  rugged  paths  of 
fame,  but  it  prevents  the  enjoyment  of  the  true  happiness  of  calm  con- 
tentment, satisfied  with  enjoying  but  a  part  of  what  we  possess,  of  use- 
ing  only  a  portion  of  what  is  in  our  powers-  Take  away,  however,  the 
portion  that  is  not  used,  and  it  immediately  becomes  the  object  of  our 
fondest  desires.  Tbe  mare  you  endeavor  to  improve  tiic  condition 
of  these  people,  the  more  you  cultivate  their  minds,  (unless  by  jeli- 
gious  instruction.)  the  more  miserable  you  make  them  in  their  pre- 
sent state.  You  give  them  a  higher  relish  for  those  privileges  which 
they  can  never  attain,  and  turn  what  we  intend  for  a  blessitig  into  a 
curse.  No  ;  if  they  must  remain  in  their  present  situation,  kerp  tbcm 
in  the  lowest  state  of  degradation  and  ignorance.  The  nearer  you 
bring  them  to  the  condition  of  bi-utcs,  the  better  chance  do  you  give 
them  of  possessing  tbeii*  apathy.  Surely,  Americans  ought  to  be  the 
last  people  on  earth,  to  advocate  such  slavish  doctiineB.  to  cry  peace 
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and  contontmcnt  fo  those  who  arr  deprived  of  tlie  jjiivilcafcs  of  civil 
]ibcrty.  Thev  who  have  so  larf^ely  part.iken  of  i<s  blessiiie;s,  wlio 
l;ii()\v  so  well  how  to  estimate  its  value,  ought  to  he  among  the  fore- 
most to  extend  it  to  others. 

I  will  consider  the  practicability  of  colonization  under  three  heads: 
The  territoiy,  the  ex])cnse,  and  the  j)iohability  of  obtaining  their 
consent, 

1.  The  Territory.  Varinus  places  liave  been  mentioned  by  dif- 
ferent persons  •  a  situation  within  our  own  territoi-}  would  certainly 
possess  sou)e  considerable  advantages.  It  would  be  more  imme- 
diately under  the  eye  and  control  of  our  Goves  nment.  But  theie  arc 
some  real  atid  some  apprehepdid  evils  to  encounter-  Many  api)re- 
h<M»d  that  they  niiglit  herc»fter  join  the  Indians,  or  the  »)Htions  bor- 
dering on  our  frontiers  in  case  of  war.  if  they  were  placed  so  neap 
us — tliat  the  colony  would  become  the  asylum  of  fugitives  and  run- 
away slaves — added  to  these  diHiculties,  there  are  inveterate  preju- 
dices against  such  a  [dan,  in  so  large  a  portion  of  the  country,  which 
would  be  impossible  to  overcome  or  remove.  U{)on  mature  reflec- 
tion, wiih  ail  the  liglrt  that  has  yet  been  shed  upon  the  subject,  I 
believe  it  will  be  found,  that  Africa  will  be  liable  to  the  fewest  objec- 
tions. A  territory  might,  no  doubt,  be  procured  there;  the  cli- 
mate is  best  adapted  to  their  constitutions,  and  they  could  live  cheap- 
er. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  a  greater  and  nobler*  object  in 
view,  in  desiring  them  to  be  placed  in  Africa.  It  is  the  belief  that, 
through  them,  civilization  and  the  Christain  religion  would  be  intro- 
duced into  that  benighted  quarter  of  the  world.  It  is  the  hope  of 
redeeming  many  millions  of  people  from  the  lowest  state  of  ignorance 
and  superstiMon,  and  restoring  them  to  the  knowledge  and  worship 
of  the  true  God.  Great  and  powerful  as  are  the  other-  motives  to 
this  measure;  (and  1  acknowledge  them  to  be  of  sulficient  magnitude 
to  attract  the  attenton  and  to  call  forth  the  united  elTorts  of  this  na- 
tion,} in  my  o])inion.  and  you  will  find  it  the  opinion  of  a  large  class 
of  the  community,  ail  other  motives  are  small  and  tiitling  cornjjared 
with  tire  hope  of  spreading  among  tliein  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel. 
Froin  the  im{)ortaiice  of  this  view  of  the  subject,  permit  me  to  enlar'ge 
a  little  upotr  it.  NN  hatever  may  be  the  difterence  of  opinion  among 
the  diflTiMent  denomination  of  Christians  I  believe  they  will  ail  be 
found  to  unite  sn  ihe  belief  that  the  scrii)tuies  predict  a  time,  when 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  shall  be  spread  over  every  part  of  tho 
world.  t>hatl  be  acknowledged  by  ever"y  naticn.  and  perhaps  shall  in- 
fluence erei'y  h*>art.  I'Ire  ojiinion  is,  perhaps,  as  gener-al.  that  this 
gi  >rious  and  happy  day  is  near  at  hand.  'Hie  great  movements  and 
mighty  effort!*  in  the  moral  and  religious  world,  seem  to  indicate 
some  great  design  of  Pr'ovidenre  orr  the  eve  of  accomplislirnent.  The 
unexampled  and  astonishing  success  attending  tlie  various  and  nu- 
merous plans  which  have  been  advised,  and  which  are  now  itr  ope- 
ration in  differ-ent  parts  of  t!if  world  and  tlie  union  and  harmony 
with  which  Christians  of  different  denomiiiations  unite  in  promoting 
these  plans  clearly  indicate  a  divine  hand  in  their  direction     Nay, 
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sir,  tlie  fiuhject  on  wliicli  we  are  now  deliberatins^.  Iin«  l)cen  brought 
to  public  view,  nearly  at  the  same  time  in  dinTeient  parts  of  our 
coiintiy.  In  New  Jersey,  New  York.  Indiana- IVmiessee  V're;iriia, 
and  perhaps  other  places,  not  known  to  me,  the  public  attention  seems 
to  have  been  awakened,  as  from  a  slumber  to  tlii^  snhject.  The  be- 
lief that  I  have  mentioned  leads  Christians  to  look  witl>  anxious  soli- 
citude and  joyful  hope  toeveiy  movement,  which  tliey  beiit-ve  to  be 
instrumental  in  accomplishing:  the  great  designs  of  Providence.  I'hey 
will  receive,  your  proposal  with  joy,  and  support  it  with  zeal;  and, 
permit  nifi  to  say,  that  it  will  be  of  no  small  consecjucnce  to  gain 
the  zealous  supjjort  and  co-operation  of  this  poition  of  tlie  com- 
munity. 

On  the  subject  of  expense,  I  should  hope  there  would  not  be  much 
diffeience  of  opinion.  All  are  interested,  thougli  some  poitions  of 
the  community  are  moie  immediately  so  th;\n  otheis.  We  should 
consider  that  what  aftects  a  part  of  our  connTry  is  intci-esting  to  tlie 
whole.  Besides,  it  is  a  great  national  object,  and  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported by  a  national  puise.  And,  as  has  been  justly  observed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  in  the  chair,  there  ouglit  to  be  a  national 
atonement  for  the  wi(»ngs  and  injuiies  which  Africa  has  suft'ered. 
For  although  the  State  Legislatures  commenced  early  after  our  inde- 
pendence to  put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade,  and  the  National  Govern- 
ment interfered  as  soon  as  the  Constitution  would  pei-mit.  yet,  as  a 
nation,  we  cannot  rid  ourselves  entirely  from  the  guilt  and  disgrace 
attending  that  iniquitous  traflic  until  we,  as  a  nation,  have  made  eve- 
ry reparation  iri  our  power.  If,  however,  more  funds  are  wanfing^ 
than  it  is  thought  expedient  to  aj)()fopriate  out  of  the  public  Treasu- 
ry, the  liberality  and  the  humanity  of  our  citizens  will  not  suffer  it 
to  fail  for  want  of  pecuniary  aid.  I  should  be  sorry,  however,  to  see 
our  Government  dividing  any  part  of  the  honor  and  glory  which  can- 
not fail  of  attending  the  accomplishment  of  a  work  so  great,  so  inter- 
resting,  and  which  will  tend  so  much  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  civil 
liberty,  and  promote  the  happiness  of  man. 

Among  the  objections  which  have  been  made,  I  musr  confess 
that  I  am  most  surpi-ized  at  one  which  seems  to  he  prevalent,  to  wit: 
that  these  people  will  be  unwilling  to  be  colonized.  What,  sir  !  are 
they  not  men  ?  Will  they  not  be  actuated  by  tlie  same  motives  of 
interest  and  ambition,  which  influence  other  men?  (5r  will  they  pre- 
for  remaining  in  a  hopeless  state  of  degradation  for  themselves  and 
their*  childr-en,  to  the  pr-ospect  of  the  fiill  enjoyment  of  the  civil  i-ig!jts 
and  a  state  T)f  equality?  What  br*ought  our  ancestors  to  these 
sliores  ?  Tiiey  had  no  friendly  hand  to  lead  them  ;  no  powerful  hu- 
man aim  to  pi'olect  them.  The}-  left  the  land  of  their  nativity  ;  the 
sepulchres  of  their  fathers  ;  the  comforts  of  civilized  society,  and  all 
the  endearments  of  friends  and  relatives,  and  eaily  associations,  to 
traverse  the  ocean  ;  to  clear  the  f«)rests  ;  {ojencounter-  all  thehardsliips 
of  a  new  settlement,  and  to  brave  the  danger's  of  the  tomahawk  aruf 
scalping  knife.  How  many  were  destroyed  !  wSometimes  vvbole  set- 
tlements cnt  off  by  disease  and  hnnger  ;  by  the  tr  eaclier  y   arid  cru- 
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elty  of  the  savages ;  yet,  were  they  not  discomagcil.  What  is  it 
impels  many  Europeans  daily  to  seek  our  slioje^.  h\\(\  to  sell  them- 
selves lor  the'  primt'of  thtii- lilV'  (o  defray  the  expense  of  their  [)as- 
sages  ?  It  is  that  ruling,  imperious  desire,  planted  in  the  hreast  of 
every  mafi,  the  desire  of  liherty,  of  standing  upon  an  ecjuulity  witli 
his  ft  How  men.  If  we  wero  to  ;t(Ul  to  tliese  motives.  Ihe  oUVrof  land, 
and  to  aid  in  the  expense  «»f  emigration,  and  of  first  settii  ig,  they 
cannot  be  so  blind  to  their  own  interest,  so  devoid  (>fe\er*v  noble 
and  generous  fetling.  as  to  hesitate  about  accepting  of  theofiVr.  It 
is  not  a  mattei' of  speculation  and  opini  'ii  only.  It  has  be?n  satisfac- 
torily ascei  tained  that  nunibi'rs  will  g'adly  accept  <d'tbe  invitalit'ii. 
And  vvhen  once  the  culoiiy  is  fortiied,  and  lluutisliing.  all  other 
obst.>cles  will  be  easily  removed.  It  is  for  us  to  muke  tlie  expe- 
riment and  the  offtr;  we  shall  then,  and  not  till  then  have  dischajg- 
ed  our  duty,  li  is  a  plan  in  which  all  int«  tests,  all  classes  and 
dest  I  iptioiis  «)f  people  may  unite — in  wliich  all  discordant  feelings 
mav  be  lost  in  tiiose  of  humanity — in  promoting  •jjeace  on  earth 
an<i  good  will  to  meri." 

Mr.  John  Rand'dph,  of  Roanoke,  rose  and  said,  that  it  had 
been  properly  obserxed  by  the  chairman,  that  there  was  nothing  in 
tl»e  proposition  [r^'fering  to  the  resolutions  ^chich^foUmc]  submitted  to 
consideration  whicii  in  the  smallest  degree  touches  another  very  im- 
portant and  delicate  rj.iestion,  which  ought  to  be  left  as  much  out  of 
view  as  possible.  But.  Mr  R.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  had 
i)ot  been  •^uliiciently  insisted  on,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  co  opera- 
tion of  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  only  that  this  meet- 
ing does  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  question  of  negro  slavery,  but 
as  far  as  it  goes,  must  materially  tend  to  secui-e  the  property  of  ewvy 
master  in  the  United  States  over  his  slaves.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  aspect  of  the  question  had  not  been  siilhciently  presented 
to  the  public  view.  It  was  a  notorious  fact,  he  said,  that  the  exis- 
tence of  this  mixed  and  intermediate  population  of  free  negroes  was 
viewed  by  every  slave  holder  as  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  the 
insecurity,  and  also  unprofitableness,  of  slave  property  ;  that  they 
serve  to  excite  in  their  fellow  beings  a  feeling  of  discontent,  of  re- 
pining at  their  situation,  and  that  they  act  as  channels  of  communi- 
cation not  only  between  different  slaves,  but  between  the  slaves  of 
diffLrent  distiicts;  that  they  are  tlie  depositaries  of  stolen  goods, 
and  the  promoters  of  mischief.  In  a  worldly  point  of  view,  then, 
without  entering  into  the  general  question  and  apart  from  those  high- 
er and  nobler  motives  which  liad  been  preseoted  to  the  meeting,  the 
owners  of  slaves  were  interested  in  |)roviding  a  retreat  for  this  part 
of  our  popidation.  Theie  was  no  fear  that  this  proposition  would 
alarm  them  :  they  had  been  accustomed  to  think  seriously  of  the 
subject,  'riiere,  was  a  popular  work  on  agriculture,  by  .Jolin  Fay  lor, 
of  Caroline,  which  was  widely  circulated  and  much  confided  in.  in 
Virginia.  In  that  book,  much  lead  because  coming  fiom  a  practical 
man  this  description  of  lUMiple  were  pointed  out  as  a  great  evil  If 
a  place  could  be  provided  for  tiieir  reception,  and  a  mode  of  sending 
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iJiem  hence,  there  were  hundreds,  nay,  thousands  of  citizens,  who 
would,  by  manumittiiie;  their- slaves,  relieve  thtmselves  from  the  cares 
attendant  on  their  possession. 

Mr  Robert  Wright,  of  Md.  said  he  could  not  withhold  his  ap- 
j)i'obation  of  a  measure,  that  had  for  its  object  the  melioration  of 
the  hit  of  any  portion  of  the  human  race,  particularly  of  the  free 
people  of  colour,  whose  degraded  state  robs  them  of  the  hap[»iness  of 
self  government,  so  dear  to  the  American  j)eop!e.  And.  said  he, 
as  I  discover  the  most  delicate  regard  to  the  rights  of  property,  I 
shall,  with  great  pleasure.  lend  my  aid  to  restore  this  unfortunate 
people  to  tlie  enjoy  jnent  of  theii"  liberty  ;  but  I  fear  gentlemen  are  too 
sanguine  in  their  expectations,  that  they  would  be  willing  to  abandon 
the  land  of  their  nativity,  so  dear  to  man.  However,  I  have  no  in- 
disposition to  give  them  that  election  by  furnishing  all  the  means 
contenii)!ated.  But.  while  we  wish  to  promote  the  happiness  of  these 
free  people  of  coloisr.  we  ought  to  lake  care  not  to  furnish  the  means 
of  transporting  out  of  the  reach  of  the  master  his  [)roperty. 

Mr.  Caldwell  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  which 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  situation  of  the  free  people  of  colour  in  the  United  States  has 
been  ihe  subject  of  anxious  solicitude,  with  many  of  our  most  dis- 
tinguished citizens,  from  tlie  first  existetjce  of  our  country  as  an  in- 
dependent nation  ;  but  the  great  ditKculty  and  embarrassment  at- 
tending the  establishment  of  an  infant  nation,  when  first  struggling 
into  existence,  and  tfie  subsequent  convulsions  of  Europe,  have  hi- 
therto prevented  any  great  national  effort  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  evils  existing  or  apprehended.  The  prcsejit  fjeriod  seems  pecu- 
liarly auspicious  to  invite  attention  to  this  important  subject,  and 
gives  a  well  grounded  hope  of  success.  The  nations  of  Europe  are 
hushed  into  peace  ;  unexampled  eflforts  are  making,  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  to  diffuse  knowTedge,  civilization,  and  the  benign  in- 
HuK'nce  of  tiie  Christian  religion.  The  rights  of  man  are  becoming 
daily  better  understood;  the  legitimate  objects  of  Government,  as 
founded  for  the  benefit  and  intended  for  the  happiness  of  men,  are 
more  generally  acknowledged,  and  an  ardent  zeal  for  the  happiness 
of  the  human  race  is  kindled  in  almost  every  heart.  Desirous  of 
aiding  in  the  great  cause  of  philanthropy,  ftnd  of  promoting  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  our  conntiy,  it  is  recommended  by  this  meet- 
ing to  form  an  association  or  society  for  the  purpose  of  giving  aid 
and  assisting  in  the  colotiization  of  the  free  j>eople  of  colour  in  the 
United  States.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  an  association  or  society  be  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose o\  collecting  information  and  to  assist  in  the  formation  and  ex- 
ecution of  a  plan  for  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  colour? 
with  their  consent,  in  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be  thought  most 
advisable  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country. 

liesolved.  That  Elias  B.  Caldwell.  John  Ran«iolph.  Richard  Rush, 
Walter  Jones,  Francis  S.  Key,  Robert  Wright,  James  H.  Blake, 
and  John  Peter,  be  a  committee  to  present  a  rcspectta!  memorial  to 
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Coni^ipss,  reqtiestini*  thoin  to  adopt  s\irli  mpasiires  .'».smay  be  thought 
most  advispuble  for  prociirinjif  a  Territory  in  Africa,  or  elsewhere, 
soitaljlc  for  tlie  colonization  of  the  fiee  people  of  colour. 

llfsolvcd,  That  Francis  S.  Key,  IJiislu'od  Washington,  Elias  B. 
Caldwell,  James  Bieckenridge.  Walter  Jones,  Richard  Rush,  and 
^VilliaIn  G.  D.  Wui'thington,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  constitu- 
tion and  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Association  or  Society, 
above  mentioned,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next  meeting  for  consi- 
deration. 

Ar»d  the  meeting  adjourned  until  next  Saturday  evening,  at  six 
o'clock. 

HENRY  CLAY,  Chairman-. 
Thos.  Doughertt,  Secretary. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  George- 
town, and  Ahxandria,  and  many  others  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  on  Saturday  the  "SSth  day 
of  December,  I8l6,  for  the  purpose  of  i-eceiving  and  considering, 
from  the  conimittees  appointed  to  that  duty  at  a  previous  meeting, 
a  constitution  of  the  Society,  for  melioratins:  the  condition  of  the 
free  people  of  colour  in  the  United  States,  by  providing  a  colonial  re- 
treat on  this  or  the  continent  of  Africa;  and  a  memorial  to  Congress 
requesting  the  sanction  and  co-operation  of  the  General  Government 
in  the  object  of  tlie  Institution  aforesaid  :  a  Constitution  was  reported 
ty  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purj)ose  :  and  liaving  been  dis- 
cussed and  amended,^wa3  then  unanimously  accepted  by  the  meeting, 
in  the  following  words: 

AuT.  I.  This  society  shall  be  called  "The  American  Society  for 
colojtizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States.'* 

Art.  2,  T'he  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  di- 
rected, is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  (with  tlieir 
consent)  the  free  people  of  color,  residing  in  our  Cuuntry,  in  Africa, 
or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shull  deem  most  expedient.  And 
the  Society  shall  act,  to  etfect  this  object,  in  co-operation  with  tlio 
General  Government,  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  ado])t  regulations 
upon  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  subscribe 
these  articles,  and  be  an  aujiual  contributor  of  one  dollar  to  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  sliall  be  a  member.  On  paying  a  sum  not  less 
than  30  dollars,  at  one  subscription,  shall  be  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  4.  Theotticers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  thirteen 
Vice  Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasui-er,  a  Recorder,  and  a  Board 
uf  Managers,  composed  of  the  above  named  ofiicei-s,  and  twelve  other 
njembers  of  the  Society.  They  shall  he  annually  elected  by  the 
ineinbeis  of  the  Society,  at  their  annual  meeting  on  new  year's  day, 
(exce(it  when  that  happens  to  be  the  Sabbath,  and  then  the  next  day,) 
and  continue  to  discharge  tlieir  respective  duties  till  others  are 
apj>ointed. 

Art.  5,  It  s!i»ll  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
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Kipcliiigs  of  llip  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to  call 
Jineetlfi.;5s  of  tlie  Society,  and  of  (lie  Boaid,  wlien  he  thinks  neces- 
sary, or  whiMi  reqrjired  by  any  liiiee  incnibeis  of  the  Board- 

Aur.  6.  Tiie  Vice  l^esidents,  according;  to  seniority,  shall  dis- 
charge those  dhities  in  the  absence  of  tlie  President. 

AuT.  7.  Tiie  Secretary  shall  take  minutes  of  the  proceedings, 
prepaie  and  publish  notices,  and  discharge  such  other  duties  as  the 
hoard  or  tlie  I'resident.  or  in  his  absence  t!ie  Vice  President,  ac- 
cording to  seniority,  (when  the  0<.ard  is  notsitting,)  shall  di.ect.  And 
the  Recordei- shall  record  the  proi  ccdings  and  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  discharge  such  oihi-r  duties  as   nay  be  required  of  hiui. 

Akt.  8.  The  Treasurer  siiali  receive  and  take  cliarge  of  the  funds 
of  the  Society,  under  sm  h  security  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Boaid  of  Managers  ;  keep  the  accounts,  and  exhibit  a  statement  of 
reroipts  and  expendituies  at  every  annual  meeting,  and  discltarge 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him. 

Art.  9.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday 
in  January,  the  fust  Monday  in  April,  the  first  Monday  in  Jtilv* 
and  the  ilrsl  Monday  in  October,  every  year,  and  at  such  other  time 
as  the  Prcsi«ient  may  direct.  They  shall  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Society,  and  take  such  measuies  for  effecting  its  object  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  or  shall  be  dij-ccted  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Society,  and  make  an  annual  rep  ut  of  tiieir  proceedings.  They 
shall  also  fill  uj)  all  vacancies  occuj-rii.g  during  the  year,  and  make 
such  bv-lavvs  for  their  government  as  they  may  deem  necessary: 
Proviikd,  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  this  constitution. 

Art.  10-  Every  Society  whici)  shall  be  formed  in  the  United 
States  to  aid  in  the  objeci  of  this  Association,  and  which  shall  co-op- 
erate \vit!»  its  funds  for  the  puijjoses  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  this  Society,  sliall  be  considi'red  auxiliary  there- 
to, and  its  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all  meetings 
of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  committee  a|)pointed  for  tiie  purpose  having  reported  a  draft 
of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  discussion  arose  respecting  the  same. 
Whereupon  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resoixed,  That  the  commiitee  app.ointed  to  prepare  and  present  to 
Congress  a  memorial  on  tlieol)Jectof  this  Association,  be  instructed  to 
port  the  same  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  for  its  consideration. 
On  motioji.  it  was  also 

Resolved,  That  the  first  election  of  ofijcers  of  the  Society  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  i:i  January  ensuing;  of  which  due  no- 
tice shall  be  given  by  the  Secretary  in  the  public  prints  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  that  meanwhile  a  book  shall  be  oj^ened  for  receiv- 
ing subscriptions  to  the  Constitution,  r-J  the  Reading  Rooms  in  >\ash- 
ington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  at  the  Otlice  of  Uic  National 
Intelligencer,  and  with  the  Secretary  of  this  meeting. 

And  thcji  the  meeting  adjourned. 

H.  CliAY,  Chmrmmu 
Thos,  DorGiiKRTY,  Secretary, 
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enjoyed  under  all  tlie  s.mctions  of  positive  law  and  of  ancient  usa.e;c. 
Your  Mienioiialists  hcg  leave,  with  all  dcfetence,  to  su,;^i^esl  that  the 
fairest  and  most  invitinj*  oppoftunities  are  now  presented  to  llie  Gen- 
eral Governinctit  for  repaiiin^-  a  s^nat  evil  in  our  social  and  politi- 
cal insti  utions  and  at  tlie  same  time  for  elevatine;.  from  a  low  and 
hopeless  condition,  a  numerous  and  lapidly  iocreasiiig  race  of  men, 
'\^ho  want  notliitif;  but  a  pro|»cr  tin  atre.  to  enter  upon  the  jnirsuit  of 
liappiness  and  indepeud(■ll(•(^  in  tlio  ordinary  |)atlis  which  a  beni_a;n 
Piovidenre  has  left  <)|)en  to  the  human  race.  Those  j^rcat  ends  it  is 
conceived,  may  be  acccomplished  by  making  adequate  provision  for 
plantina^.  in  some  sahibiious  and  fertile  re.j^ion.  a  ( olony,  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  of  the  above  de.siription  of  persons  as  may  ch<»ose  to 
emii^rale  ;  and  for  extendinj^  to  it  the  authority  and  piotection  of 
the  tJnited  States  until  it  shall  have  attained  suliicient  stiength  and 
Consistenc,v  to  be  Iclt  in  a  state  of  indej)en(lence. 

Independently  of  the  m(»tives  derived  fioni  political  foresight  and 
civil  prudence,  on  the  one  hand,  and  fi-om  moral  justice  and  plii- 
lanthropy  on  the  other;  ihere  arc  adilitional  considerations  and 
more  expanded  views  to  eng:tge  the  sym|)athies  and  excite  the  ardor 
of  a  liberal  and  enlightetied  people.  It  may  be  reserved  for  cnir  Go- 
vernmetit,  (the  fust  to  denounce  an  inluiman  and  abominable  trallic, 
in  the  guilt  and  disgrace  of  whicli  most  of  the  civilized  nations  of 
the  world  were  partakers)  to  become  the  honorable  instrument,  under 
Divine  Providence,  of  conferring  a  still  higher  blessing  upon  the 
laigeand  interesting  portion  of  mankind,  benefitted  by  that  deed  of 
justice;  by  demonstrating  that  a  race  of  men,  composing  numer- 
ous tribes  spread  over  a  continent  of  vast  and  unexplored  extent, 
fertility,  and  riches  ;  unknown  to  the  enlig!ilened  nations  of  antiquity; 
and  who  liad  yet  made  no  progress  in  the  refinements  of  civilization; 
for  whom  history  has  preserved  no  mormments  of  arts  or  arms  :  that 
even  this,  hitherto,  ill  fated  race,  may  cherish  the  hope  of  beholding 
at  last  tlie  orient  star  revealing  the  best  and  highest  aims  and  attii- 
butes  of  man.  Out  of  such  m  iterials,  to  rear  the  glorious  edifice  of 
well  ordered  and  pr)lislicd  society,  upou  tlie  (le([)  and  sui'e  founda- 
tions of  equal  laws  and  diffusive  education,  would  give  a  suliicient 
title  to  be  enrolled  amorg  the  illustrious  benefactors  of  mankind; 
M'liilst  it  afforded  a  piTcious  an'l  consolatory  evidence  of  the  ail  pre- 
vailing power*  of  liberty,  enlightened  by  knowledge  and  corrected 
by  i'"ligion  If  the  experiment,  in  its  more  remote  coiiseriiimices, 
should  ultimately  tend  to  the  diffusion  of  similar  blessings  through 
those  vast  regions  and  uniiumiiei-ed  tribes,  yet  obscured  in  priine\al 
darkness  ;  reclaim  the  rude  wanderer,  from  a  life  of  wretchefiness,  to 
civilization  and  humanity;  and  convert  the  blind  idolater,  from  gr«>ss 
and  abject  superstitions,  to  the  holy  charities,  the  sublime  morality, 
and  humanizing  dis(ip!ine  of  I'le  Gospel  the  nation,  or  the  individual 
that  shall  have  taken  the  most  conspicuous  lead  in  ai  hie\  ing  the 
benignant  enterprise,  will  have  raised  a  monument  of  that  true  aiid 
imperishable  glory,  founded  in  the  moral  approbation  and  gratitude 
of  the  human  race  ;  unaiiproacliable  to  all  but  the  clecteii  instruiiK-nts 
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of  divine  beneficence  :  a  gloiy,  with  which  the  most  splerMlid  achieve- 
ments of  liunian  foi  ce  oj-  power  mnst  sink  in  the  comjietition,  and  a[)- 
pear  insii^nificant  and  vulgar  in  the  compaiison.  And  above  all 
should  it  be  considered,  that  tlie  nation  oe  the  individual,  whose  en- 
ergies have  been  faithfull}'  given  to  this  august  work,  will  have  se- 
cured, by  this  exalted  bentficence,  the  favor  of  that  Being,  "  whose 
compassion  is  over  all  his  works,"  and  whose  unspeakable  rewards 
"wil!  never  fail  to  bless  tiie  humblest  efl^jrt  to  do  good  to  his  creatures. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  presume  to  determine,  that  the  views 
of  Congress  will  be  necessarily  directed  to  the  country  to  which  they 
have  just  alluded.  They  hope  to  be  excused  for  intimating  some  of 
the  reasons  whicli  would  bring  that  portion  of  the  world  before  us, 
when  engaged  in  discovering  a  pl.ice  the  most  proper  to  be  selected  ; 
leaving  it,  with  perfect  confidence,  to  the  better  information  and 
better  judgment  of  your  honorable  body  to  make  the  choice. 

Your  mvmoriHiists,  without  presuming  to  maik  out.  in  detail,  the 
measures  which  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt  in  furtherance  of  the  object 
in  view;  but  implicitly  relying  upon  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  devise 
the  most  effectual  measures,  will  only  pray,  that  tiie  subject  may  be 
recommended  to  their  serious  consideration,  and  that,  as  an  liuiiible 
auxiliary  in  this  great  work,  tiie  association,  represented  by  your 
memorialists  ma^  be  permitted  to  aspire  to  the  hope  of  contributing 
its  labors  and  resources. 

BUSH.  WASHINGTON,  President. 

The  memorial,  tifter  being  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  was 
referred  to  the  Coinniittee  oil  the  Slave  Trade,  Messrs  Pickering, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Tucker,  Taggart,  Cilly,  and  Hooks  :  their  re- 
port and  resolution  follow  ; 

REFOR  V  on  coloniz>ing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  Slates. 
February,  11,  1817.  Read,  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
the  whole  Uuuse  on  Jlonday  next. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  '•  American  Society  for  coloniz- 
ing the  free  people  of  colour  of  tlie  United  States,"  have  had  the  same 
under  their  deliberate  c«  tisideraticm.  The  subject  is  of  such  magni- 
tude, and  attended  with  so  many  difnculties,  it  is  with  much  diltidence 
the>  present  their  views  of  it  to  the  House. 

Were  it  simply  a  question  of  (oumling  a  colony,  numerous  and 
well  known  precedents  show  with  what  facility  the  work  might  be 
accomplished.  Every  new  territory  established  by  our  Government, 
constitutes,  indeed,  a  colony,  formed  with  great  ease  j  because  it  is 
only  an  extension  of  homogeneous  setttcmeots.  But  in  contemplating 
tlii  Colonization  of  the  tree  people  of  colour,  it  seemed  obviously  ne- 
cessary to  take  a  different  course.  Their  distinct  character  and  re- 
lative condition  ren«ler  an  entire  separation  from  our  own  States  and 
Territories  indispensable.     And  this  separation  must  bo  such  as  tc 
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admit  of  an  indofmite  continuance.  Hence,  it  seems  manifest  Hiat 
these  |)e()|)lc  CiHinot  be  colonized  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
If  they  were  not  far  distant,  the  raj)idly  extendinjy^  settlements  of  our 
wintc  inhal)itants  would  soon  reach  them  ;  and  tlie  evil  now  felt 
would  be  rcnewtd  ;  probably  with  ai;;j;i'avated  mischief.  Were  the 
colony  to  be  remote,  it  must  be  planted  on  lands  now  owned  and  oc- 
cuj)icd  by  the  native  tribes  of  the  country.  And  could  a  territory  be 
purcnasid,  the  transjiortinsj;  of  the  colonists  thithej-.  would  be  vastly 
expensive,  their  subsistence  foi- a  time  dillicult,  :ind  a  body  of  troops 
■vnmld  be  required  for  tlu-ir  [)r  )tection.  And  jifter  all,  slioiild  these 
ditlictilties  be  overcome,  the  orii^inal  evil  would  at  length  lecjir.  by 
the  extension  of  our  white  population.  In  tlie  mean  time  should  the 
colony  so  increasran  to  berome  a  nation,  it  is  not  difncultio  fortsec 
the  quarrels  and  destructive  wars  which  would  ensue;  i'spt'cially  if 
the  slavci'y  of  the  people  of  colour- should  continue,  and  accompany  the 
whites  in  their  mii^ralions 

Turning  oiu-eyes  t'roin  our  own  countr\v,  no  other*,  adapted  to  the 
colony  irr  contemplation,  |)rescnted  itself  to  oui-  view ,  ruai'er  than 
Africa,  tlie  native  land  of  m'groes  ;  ar)d  pr-obably  that  is  the  only 
cour»try  on  the  globe  to  whieli  it  would  be  practicable  to  transfer  our 
fr'ce  people  of  colour  with  safety,  and  advantage  to  themselves  and  the 
ci-  ilized  world.  It  is  the  country  which,  in  the  order- of  Fr'o\idence, 
seems  to  have  beerr  appropriated  to  that  distinct  family  of  mankind. 
And  while  it  pve'^ents  the  fittest  asylurrr  for- the  free  people  of  colour, 
it  opens  a  wide  field  for  the  improvements  in  cixilizafion  morals,  and 
religion,  w  Iiich  the  humane  and  enliglifened  memorialists  liave  conceiv- 
ed it  possible,  in  process  of  time,  to  s[)read  over  that  great  continerrt. 
Should  the  measure  suggested  be  approved,  an  important  question 
occurs  :  In  w  hat  way  shall  its  execution  be  essayed  ? 

A  pi'eliminary  step  would  be.  to  provide  for-  the  perfect  neutrality 
of  the  Colony,  by  the  explicit  assent  and  engagement  of  all  the 
civilized  Power-s.  whatever  dissensions  may  at  any  time  arise 
among  ihemselves. 

1  lie  next  rmportant  question  is  :  Vt'ill  it  be  expedient  to  attcmjrt 
the  establishment  of  a  new  colorry  in  Africa,  or  to  make  to  Great 
Britain  a  pr-oposal  to  receive  the  emigrants  from  the  United  Slates 
into  her  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  ? 

At  Sierra  Leone,  the  fust  dillrculties  have  been  surmounted  ;  and  a 
few  free  people  of  colour  from  the  United  States,  have  been  admitted. 
A  gradual  addition  fr-om  the  same  source,  (and  such  worrld  be  the 
natural  progress.)  would  occasion  no  errrbarrassment,  i-ither  irr  regard 
to  their-  sustenance  or  governn^ent.  Would  the  Uiitish  Government 
consent  to  receive  such  an  accessiorr  of  emigrants,  however  eventually 
coiisider-able,  fr-om  the  United  States?  Would  that  Government  agr-ee 
that  at  the  period  when  that  colony  shall  be  capable  of  self  govern- 
ment aird  self-pr-otection.  it  shall  bedeclared  independent  ?  In  the  mean 
time  will  it  desire  to  nronopolize  the  commerce  of  the  colony  :  Tliis 
would  be  injurious  to  the  colonists,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States. 
Should  that  couiriry,  from  the  nature  of  its  soil  and  other  circumstances. 
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hold  out  sudicicnt  alluremonts,  and  draw  to  it,  from  the  United 
States  the  j^reat  botiy  of  the  free  people  of  coloiu-,  these  would  f  )rin 
its  strength,  and  its  ahility  to  render  itscomn^ercc  an  ohject  of  con- 
sideration. Now,  asthe  great  and  permanent  benefit  oi  the  col unij-.ts, 
was  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  establishment — will  the  Brnish 
Government  decline  a  proposition  calculated  to  give  to  that  benefit 
the  important  extension  which  will  arise  from  a  frredom  of  commerce? 
To  those  at  least,  at  whose  expense,  and  by  whose  means,  the  co- 
lony shall  be  essentially  extended  ?  Should  an  agreeme-.t  with  Great 
Britain  be  effected,  no  further  negotiation,  nor  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penditure of  money,  will  be  required.  The  wnrk  already  commcMi  ed 
will  be  contiimed ;  simply  that  of  carrying  to  Sierra  Leone,  all  who 
are  willing  to  embark. 

It  wouid  seem  highly  dcsirtihle  to  confine  the  migrations  to  a 
single  colony.  The  two  distinct  and  ind;  pendent  colonies  estab- 
lished and  protected  by  two  indc|;endcnt  I  owers.  would  natuiaily 
imbibe  the  spiritand  distinctions  of  their  patrons  and  protectors,  arid 
put  in  jeopardy  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  both.  Even  the  simple 
fact  of  separate  independence,  would  eventually  tend  to  produce  col- 
lisions and  wars,  between  the  two  cstablishuients,  (unless  indeed, 
tljpy  were  far  removed  fiom  each  other,)  and  perhaps  defeat  the  fur- 
ther humane  and  exalted  views  of  those  who  projected  them.  The 
spirit  which  animated  the  founders  of  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
would  be  exerted  to  eiFect  a  union  oi  design,  and  the  cordial  c<»-npe- 
ration  of  die  British  Government  with  our  own;  and.  it  might  be  hop- 
ed, not  without  success.  It  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  a  stipulation  in  the  last  treaty  of  peace;  by  which  the  two  govern- 
ments stand  pledged  to  each  other,  to  u^e  their  best  endeavou.  s  to 
effect  the  entire  abolition  oi  the  traffic  in  slaves,  while  tlic  proposed 
institution  would  lend  to  diminibh  the  quantity  of  slavery,  actually 
existing. 

If.  however,  such  eiilargcd  and  liberal  views  should  be  wanting, 
then  the  design  of  forming  a  separate  cohmy  might  be  announced, 
by  the  American  Ministers,  to  the  maritime  Powers  ;  and  their  gua- 
rantee of  the  neutrality  of  theC'.)!ony  obtained. 

Your  ccHumittee  do  not  liiink  it  proper  to  pursue  the  subject 
any  furtlic;- at  tliis  time;  but  tiiat  the  Go\ernment  siiould  waii  the 
result  of  the  suggested  negotiations ;  on  which  ulterior  measures 
must  depend. 

Li  concinsion.  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, embiacing  the  views  iierein  befoje  exhibited. 

Joint  Resolu'don  for  aholislniig  the  Ironic  in  Slaves,  and  the  Culmi- 
'xalioa  of  the  free  people  of  colour  if  the  United  States;  Febru- 
ary M^  iSiT.  ilauU  and  coiumittcd  to  a  Committee  of  the  IVhole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

Resolved  hy  (he  Senate  and  House  of  lieprcsenfatives  of  the  United 
States  of  Jiruerica  in  Cougrrss  assrmbli'd.  That  the  President  be,  and 
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he  is  hereby.  aullioriztMl  (o  consult  and  nej^otiale  with  all  the  Gov- 
ernments wlicic  Minisicrs  of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  bc» 
acci  edited,  on  the  means  of  etrecting  an  entire  and  immediate  aboli- 
tion of  the  traflic  in  slaves.  An<l.  also,  to  enter  into  a  convention 
witli  the  (iovernment  of  Great  Britain,  for  receiving  into  the  co- 
lony of  Sierra  L' one,  SMcli  of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United 
States  as.  with  their  own  consent  shall  be  carried  thither;  stipulat- 
inej  such  terms  its  shall  be  most  beneficial  to  the  colonists,  while  it 
promotes  the  pen  eful  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  And  should  this  proposition  not  be  ac(  epted.  then  to  obtain 
from  (ireat  liritain.  and  the  other  maritime  I'owei's,  a  stipulation,  or 
a  formal  declaration  to  the  same  etfect,  guaianteeing  a  permanent 
neutrality,  for  any  colony  of  free  people  of  colour,  which,  at  the  ex- 
pense an<l  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  establish- 
ed on  the  AtVi'  an  coast. 

llesidved  That  ai^'^quate  provision  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  de- 
fray any  necessaiy  expeMses-wliicli  may  be  incurred  in  canning  the 
preceding  resolution  into  effect. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  precefMng  rej)ort  will  be  acted  upon  by 
Congress  this .-iession  ;  nor  can  we  decide  upon  the  course  which  the 
National  Legislature  will  hereafiet-  pursue  ri  lative  to  this  subject. 
The  friends,  however,  of  efforts  of  the  kii  (I  projjosed.  will  welcome 
this  commencement  of  a  new  era  of  berev'.lent  exertions  in  behalf 
of  a  depiessed  and  needy  class  of  ihe  commiinify.  It  is  hoped  that 
Coloni/atiori  So(  ieties  will  be  formed  irr  di'iierent  parts  of  our  coun- 
try, and  that  whatevei-  inteiesting  information  may  'e  cfdiected.  re- 
lative to  this  subji'ct.  will  be  forv\arded  to  the  Secieiarv  of  the  Ame- 
rican (?olonizatr<)n  Society,  lesiding  in  titis  city.  It  is  exjie(  ted  that  a 
cor  ic^pondeiice  will  i.e  soon  opened  by  the  direction  of  the  Society, 
with  certain  membeis  (»f  the  African  Institution  in  London,  and  with 
other  soricties  and  ii'dividua's  in  different  plrtce>^  for  vhe  purpose  of 
pi'oinoting  the  object  presented  to  the  i)ublic  in  thi»  pamphlet. 


No.  5. 


The  following  resolution  unanimnushj  passed  the  Legislature' of  Mary- 
land. 

BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

January  26.  1818. 

Pesolred.  vnanimnnsly.  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  com- 
mrrnicate  to  rhe  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  «.ur  Senator's 
and  i\e;nese;ilativrs  in  Congress,  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assem- 
bly, that  a  wise  and  provident  policy  suggests  the  expediency,  on  the 
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part  of  our  National  Government,  of  prorurinj^  throii^li,  nej»«>tiati(»n, 
bjk  cession   or  purchase,  a  tract  of  country    on   the  'vV Cstet  n   C(»asl  of 
AtiiCii.  for  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  Unit  d 
Slates.  By  order. 

LOUIS  GASSAWAY.  Clerk. 


Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Jn  ad  for  disposing  of  any  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  p  rson  cfcoJour^  who 
haslu'en,  or  may  hereafter  he  imported,  orhrouiiht  into  this  Slaic  in 
riolation  of  an  act  of  the  United  States,  entitled  *  Jin  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  apy  port  or  place  within  thejurisdic.'ion 
of  the  United  States,  from  and  afttr  thefrst  day  of  January.  I8u8." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ilonse  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  in  General  Assembly  met  and  it  is  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  it  shall  he  lawful  for  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person, 
to  proceed  to  all  such  ports  and  places  within  this  State  as  have,  or 
may  have,  or  may  hereafter  hold,  any  negroes,  mulattoes,  <  r  persons 
of  colour,  as  maj  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  bp  seized  or  condmin- 
ed  under  the  above  recited  act  of  Congress,  and  who  ma>  be  subject 
to  the  control  of  this  State;  and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  ask,  demand-  and  recover,  and  receive, 
all  such  negr(»es,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  color,  and  to  convey  tiie 
same  to  Milledgeville  and  place  them  unuer  the  immediate  control 
oi  tiie  Executixeof  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  his  Excellency  the  Go- 
veirior  is  hereby  empowered  to  cause  the  said  negroes,  mulattoes,  or 
persons  of  colour,  to  he  sold,  after  giving  sixty  days  notice  in  a  public 
Gazette,  in  such  manner  as  he  m&y  think  best  calculated  for  the  in- 
terest of  this  ^tate. 

Sec.  3.  Jiud  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  previous  to  any  sale  of 
any  such  personsof  colour,  the  Society  for  Colonization  of  free  pers(»iis 
of  coh.ur  within  the  United  States,  will  undertake  to  transp(»rt  them  to 
Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  place,  which  they  may  procure  as  a  co- 
lony for  free  persons  of  C(dour,  at  the  sole  expense  of  said  Society,  and 
shall  likewise  pay  to  his  Excellency  the  Goveriior  all  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  State,  since  they  have  been  captured  and  condemned, 
his  Excellency  the  ^iovernor  is  authorized  and  ri^quested  to  aid  in 
promotitig  the  benevolerit  views  of  said  Society,  in  such  manner  as 
lie  may  deem  expsdicnt. 

Assented  to,  19th  December,  1817. 


Besolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vennessee, 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  said   memorial 
and  petitions  as  ask  this  General  Assembly  to  aid   the  Federal  Go- 
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vernment  in  dovisiiifif  and  executing  a  plan  for  colonizing,  in  some 
distant  country,  the  free  people  of  colour  in  the  United  States,  i«  rea- 
sojiable,  and,  for  the  sake  of  efftcting  the  object  which  they  have  in 
view,  the  committee  have  drafted  a  resolution,  which  accompanies 
this  report,  the  adoption  of  which  they  would  rccommciul. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  the  said  memorials 
and  petitions  as  pray  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  bringing 
of  slaves  into,  or  thi-ough,  the  State,  for  sale,  as  well  as  those  parts 
which  pray  that  theovMiersof  slaves  of  certain  ages  and  descriptions, 
may  be  permitted  to  emancipate  them  without  giving  any  security, 
are  reasonable,  and  to  endeavor  toaccomplish  those  objects,  they  have 
drafted  a  bill,  which  accompanies  this  report,  the  enacting  of  which 
into  a  law,  the  committee  also  recommend. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATH.  WILLIS,  Chairman. 

iVlr.  Willis,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution;  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
that  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  this  State  be.  and  they  are  here- 
by, instructed,  and  that  the  Representatives  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
requested,  to  give  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  any  aid 
in  their  power  in  devising  and  carrying  into  effect  a  plan  which  may 
have  for  its  object  the  colonizing,  in  some  distant  counti-y,  the  free 
people  (»f  colour  who  are  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
\vithin  the  limits  of  any  of  their  territories. 


Resolutions  of  the  Gejieral  ^ssemhly  oj  Delate  are. 

Whereas,  the  **  Wilmington  Union  Colonization  Society,**  profess- 
ing by  its  Constitution  to  be  "Auxiliary  to  the  \merican  Coloni- 
zation Society,"  and  that  the  object  to  which  its  views  shall  be  ex- 
clusively directed,  is  the  colonization  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  their 
o^vn  consent,  oi  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  has.  by 
memorial  addressed  to  this  General  Assembly,  requested  the  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion  whetiier  their  views  deserve  the  National  support, 
and  with  the  National  funds,  to  such  extent  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
shall  deem  prudent.  And  in  the  said  memorial,  has  set  forth  tiiat 
the  system  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  on  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, has  already  been  commenced  by  the  ••  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety," and  that  experiments  have  proved  the  plans  adopted,  to  be  no 
longer  doubtful  of  success,  if  suitable  National  encouragement  be  giv- 
en ;  and  whereas,  it  satisfactorily  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that 
the  memorialists  are  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  execute  one  of  the 
grandest  schemes  of  philanthropy  that  can  be  j)resented  to  the  Ameri- 
can People,  that  it  is  no  less  than  the  cause  t)f  humanity,  suflTering 
humanity — the  re<leinption  of  an  ignorant  and  much  injured  race  of 
men,  from  a  degradation  worse  than  servitude  and  chains,  and  plac- 
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ing  them  in  that  country  on  tliat  luxuriant  soil,  and  in  that  .sfnial 
climate  pointed  toby  the  finger  of  Heaven  as  their  natural  inheiitance. 

\n(l  it  lurther  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  object  of  this 
Society  is  two  fold  ;  for,  while  it  immediately  and  ostensibly  directs  its 
energies  to  the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the  free  people  of  co- 
lour, it  relieves  our  country  from  an  unprofitable  burden,  and  which, 
if  much  longer  submitted  to,  may  record  upon  our  history  the  dreadful 
cries  of  vengeance  that  but  a  few  years  since  were  registered  in  char- 
acters of  blood  at  St.  Domingo.     Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  State  of 
Delaware^  in  General  Assembly  met.  That  it  is  requisite  for  our  pros- 
perity, and  what  is  of  more  important  concern,  essential  to  our  safety, 
that  measures  should  he  taken  for  the  removal  from  this  country  of 
the  free  negroes  and  free  mulattoes. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  approve  the  objects  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  consider  that  these  objects  de- 
serve public  support,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  fostered  and  encour- 
aged by  the  National  Government,  and  with  the  National  funds. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Senatoi-s  of  this  State  in  Congress,  with  the 
Bepresentative  from  this  State,  be  requested  to  approve  and  promote 
in  the  Councils  of  the  Nation,  measures  for  removing  from  this  coun- 
try to  Africa,  the  free  coloured  people  who  may  be  willing  to  emigrate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  two  Houses  be  requested  offi- 
cially to  sign  tliese  resolutions,  and  forward  a  copy  to  each  of  our, 
Senators  and  a  copy  to  our  Representative  in  Congress. 


Resolutions  of  the  General  Assemhly  of  Kentucky — Jan.  16,  18£7. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  have  had  that  suhjoct  under  consideration, 
and  now  report : 

That,  upon  due  consideration  of  the  said  memorial,  and  from  all 
other  information  which  your  committee  has  obtained,  touching  that 
subject,  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  no  jealousies  ought  to  exist,  on 
the  part  of  this  or  any  other  slave-holding  State,  respecting  the  ob- 
jects of  this  Society,   or  the  effects  of  its  labors. 

Your  committee  are  further  well  assured  that  the  benevolent  and 
humane  pui'poses  of  the  Society,  and  the  political  effects  of  those  pur- 
poses, are  worthy  the  highest  consideration  of  all  philanthropists  and 
statesmen  in  the  Union,  whether  they  be  citizens  ot  slave-holdir)g  or 
iion-slave-holding  States,  It  is  believed  by  your  committee,  that  the 
memorial  itself  is  well  calculated  to  present  the  subject  in  a  proper 
point  of  view,  and  to  interest  the  public  mind  in  tlic  laudable  objects 
of  that  Society  ;  they  therefore  refer  to  the  same  a«  a  part  of  tliis  re- 
port. Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso* 
lutions : 
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Tli'SoJveil  hv  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonicenlth  of  Kentnckij, 
T' al  tliey  view  witli  deep  and  friendly  interest,  the  exertions  of  the 
Ainetican  Colonization  Society  in  esfahlishinja;  an  Asylnm  on  tlie 
coast  of  All  i(  a.  for  the  free  pettple  of  colour  of  the  United  States  *  and 
that  the  Senators  and  Kepreseittatives  in  ("oiijajress  from  this  Slate, 
be.  and  they  are  hereby  re<|(iested.  to  use  their  efforts  to  facilitate 
the  removal  of  such  free  persons  of  col(»nr  as  niay  desire  to  emij^rate 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Colony  of  Africa,  and  t(»  ensure  to  them 
the  prof»f  tion  and  palronat^e  of  the  General  (iovernment.  so  far  as 
sliall  be  deemed  consistent  with  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  United 
Stales. 

lii'solvcd.  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  loiei^oinj^  resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  RcjtrosentativeB 
in  Coiigrcssi 

Mopied  bij  A>u"  Jersey — 1S25. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Lei^islature,  a  system  of  for- 
eign colonization,  with  correspondent  measures,  might  be  adopted, 
that  would  in  due  tinte,  effect  the  entire  emaiicipati{»n  of  slaves  in 
our  country,  and  furnish  an  asylum  for  the  free  blacks,  without  any 
violation  of  the  national  compact,  or  infringement  of  the  rights  of  indi- 
V'duals;  and  that  such  a  system  should  be  predicated  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  evil  of  slavery  is  a  natiotial  one,  and  that  the  Feople  and 
ilic  States  (f  this  Union  ought  invtuaUy  to  participate  in  (lie  d^utics  and 
Vie  burdens  of  removing  it. 

By  Ohio—\S24., 

A  resolution  recommending  *' the  gradual  but  entire  emancipatiou 
of  slaves,  and  a  system  of  foreign  colonization  :  and  the  passage  of  a 
law  by  the  Geneial  Go\ernment,  with  the  consent  of  the  slave-holding 
States,  providing  that  all  children  born  of  slaves  thereafter,  be  free 
at  the  age  of  21 ;  and  recognizing  the  evil  of  slavery  as  a  national 
one  and  the  principle  that  all  the  States  should  share  in  the  duties 
and  burdens  of  removing  it." 

By  Connecticut — 1824. 

Resolved.  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  is  a 
great  na'innal  evil  and  that  the  Feople  and  the  States  ought  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  burdens  atid  the  «luMes  of  removing  it,  by  all  just  and 
prudent  measures  which  may  be  adopted  with  a  due  regard  to  their  in- 
tcr.ial  peace  and  mutual  harmony  ;  and  that  a  system  of  colonization, 
under  the  |)atronage  of  the  General  Government,  may  reasonably  be 
deemed  conducixe  to  so  desirable  an  object. 

Similar  resolutions  are  believed  to  have*  been  adopted  by  the  State? 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Jliinois. 
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The  followin.s:  resolution  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  February  Ibth.  1825  : 

^^Reanlved,  That,  as  soon  as  the  portion  of  the  existing  funded  debt 
i)f  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  public  land  of  the 
United  States  is  pledged,  shallhave  been  paid  off.  then,  and  thence- 
forth, the  whole  of  the  public  land  of  the  United  Stntes.  with  the  nett 
proceeds  of  all  future  sales  theieof,  shall  constitute  or  form  a  fund, 
vliich  is  hereby  a|)propriafed,  and  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is 
pledged,  that  the  said  fund  shall  be  inviolably  applied,  to  aid  the 
emancipation  of  such  slaves,  within  any  of  the  United  States,  and  aid 
the  remrjval  of  such  sla'es,  and  the  removal  of  such  free  people  of 
Colour  in  any  of  the  said  States,  as  hii  the  Uiivs  of  the  States,  respective- 
ly may  be  allowed  to  be  emanc  ipated,  or  removed  to  any  territory 
or  country  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

The  following  by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  March  2,  1825  : 

<*7?f.so/rerf.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  ascertain  the 
probable  expense  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  a  portion  of  the 
country  lying  West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  that  may  be  suitable  for 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  ;  the  best  routes  across  the  moun- 
tains, ajui  the  probable  cost  of  a  road  and  military  post,  necessary  to 
a  safe  communication  with  such  colony,  and  to  report  the  same  to  this 
House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress." 


No.  6. 

From  the  fGeo.J  Missionary. 

At  a  called  session  of  the  Jacksnii  County  Auxiliary  Colonizatioi. 
Society,  held  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1825,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  offered  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  it  is  obvious  that  the  present  is  an  age  of  great  and  sue- 
cessful  experiment  and  enterprise,  all  having  the  melioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  human  family  in  view;  and  whereas,  we  do  believe 
that  the  American  Colonization  Society  may  be  justly  ranked  with 
the  greatest  means  employed  at  this  time,  with  a  view  to  the  accom- 
plisliment  of  those  events  which  are  indispensable  as  a  prelude  to 
that  hapjjy  day  (and  which  cannot  be  distant.)  when  violence  and  op- 
pression shall  be  driven  from  the  world,  and  the*  knowledge  of  God 
shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea  :" 

Therefore,  be  it  Rrsolved,  That  tliis  Society,  impelled  by  the  fore- 
going considerations  and  convictions,  and  in  aitticipation  of  final  suc- 
cess, renew  to  each  other  the  solemn  pledge  of  fidelity  and  perseve- 
rance in  aiding  to  the  utmost  of  their  means  the  §reat  and  laudable 
enterprise  of  tiie  Paient  Society. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Society,  in  anticipating  the  approachinia:  Fourth 
of  July  next,  see  much  to  excite  their  love  and  gratitude  to  God,  and 
they  trust  in  a  just  proportion  their  love  to  their  fellow  creatures  of 
every  caste:  it  is  therefore  recommended  that  that  day  he  set  apart  as 
the  Day  th^it  ushers  in  the  first  and  great  American  Jubilee;  and  that, 
so  far  as  the  members  of  this  Society  are  concerned,  or  their  influence 
extends,  to  loose  the  bands  of  labor  on  that  day,  and  that  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Wm.  Pentecost,  Hugh  Montgomery,  David  Boring,  Ho- 
sea  Camp,  and  Joseph  Hampton,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed 
and  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with  such  persons  as  they 
may  deem  most  friendly  to  the  institution,  with  a  view  to  solicit  do- 
nations in  behalf  and  for  the  use  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  to  call 
theii- attention  to  the  expediency  of  forming  Auxiliaries  ;  and  that  they 
also  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  that  auspicious  day.  in  so- 
liciting donations  for  the  use  of  what  we  do  not  scruple  to  call  one 
of  the  greatest  enterprises. 

Jiesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  that  the  cause  in 
which  the  American  Colonization  Society  is  engaged,  is  JVational,  and 
therefore  requires  and  merits  ^"aiional  aid  ;  they  consequently  look 
with  anxious  anticipation  to  the  National  and  State  Governments,  fop 
their  efficient  co-operation,  and  to  Auxiliaries  and  individuals  for 
more  liberal  contributions. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society  transmit  to  Richard 
Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  all  the 
money  in  his  hands,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessarily  retained 
for  incidental  expenses,  and  report  to  the  Society  at  the  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  day  be  transmitted  to  the 
editors  of  The  Missionary  for  publication. 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  adjourn  to  the  first  Saturday  in 
September  next. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes  : 

W.  PENTECOST,  Secretary  p.  t. 


Mdrcss  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee  to  the  Society  -for  the  Colonization  of 
the  free  People  of  Colour  in  the   United  States. 

To  the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington',  Esq..  President,  &c. 

Respected  Sir  :  Through  you  the  Synod  of  Tennessee  embrace 
with  lively  pleasure  an  early  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  so- 
ciety formed  at  the  Capital  of  our  nation,  and  consisting  of  so  many 
of  our  distinguished  statesmen  and  fellow  citizens,  for  the  colonization 
of  the  free  people  of  colour  among  us,  who  may  accede  to  their  plan. 
\Vc  congratulate  you  on  the  noble  and  important  object  for  which 
you  are  associated,  on  the  providential  signs  of  our  times  which 
signally  favor  your  efforts,  and  on  the  wide  spread  and  growing  im- 
pression upon  the  j)ublic  mind,  that  your  success  is  connected  with  the 
best  interests,  not  only  of  the  people  of  colour,  but  of  our  country  and 
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mankind.  If  it  is  important  that  legal  equality  sbould  accompany 
liberty,  that  Africa  should  receive  the  Gospel,  and  that  the  evils  of 
the  slave  trade  should  be  overruled  for  her  final  enjoyment  of  the 
blessings  of  civilization  and  knowledge,  liberty,  and  religion,  then  it 
is  important  that  your  design  should  be  encouraged.  We  wish  you, 
therefore,  to  know,  that  within  our  bounds  the  public  sentiment  ap- 
pears cleai  ly  and  decidedly  in  your  favor,  and  that  the  more  vigorously 
and  perseveringly  you  combine  and  extend  your  exertions  on  the  plan 
you  have  adopted,  the  more  you  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people,  as  well  as  with  the  higher  rewardsof  doing  good. 
As  ministers  and  disciples  of  him  who  proclaims  light  to  them  that  sit 
in  darkness,  peace  to  a  jarring  world,  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the 
opening  of  the  prison  to  them  tJiat  are  bound,  we  anticipate  theglorious 
day.  when  men  shall  know  the  Lord,  from  the  least  unto  the  great- 
est, in  all  lands;  when  every  one  shall  sit  under  his  own  vine  and 
under  his  own  fig  tree,  having  none  to  molest  or  to  make  him  afraid  ; 
when  the  rod  of  the  oppressor  and  the  tears  of  the  oppressed  shall  be 
known  no  more;  but  all  men  shall  do  unto  others  as  they  would  be 
done  unto  in  similar  circumsrances.  This  glorious  change  in  the 
state  of  the  world  we  expect  will  be  brought  about  by  the  instrumenta- 
lity of  men  under  the  blessing  of  God.  While,  then,  the  heralds  of  sal- 
vation go  forth  in  the  name  and  strength  of  their  Divine  Master  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  we  ardently  wish  that  your  ex- 
ertions and  the  best  influence  of  all  philanthropists  may  be  united,  to 
meliorate  the  rondition  of  human  society,  and  especially  of  its  oiost 
degraded  classes,  till  liberty,  religion,  and  happiness,  shall  be  the 
enjoyment  of  the  whole  family  of  man. 
jyashville  Church f  Oct.  3,  1817. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Records  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee. 

CHARLES  COFFIN,  Stated  Clerk. 


jctract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Virginia,  hoiden  in  Petersburg,  on  the  15th  JIuij,  1819. 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Convention  highly  approve  of  the  objects  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  that  a  committee  be  a])point- 
ed  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  to  assure  him  of  the  good  wishes  and  prayers  of  the  commit- 
tee in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  Society. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Wni.  H.  Wilmer.  Robert  Page,  Esq.,  and 
Mr.  Needham  Washington,  be  the  committee  for  that  purpose.' 


»> 


III  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Manjland. 

Resolved,  That  the  institution  of  the  Society  for  colonizing  the  free 
people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  meets  with 
the  cordial  approbation  of  this  Convention :  and  that  it  be  earnestly 
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recommended  to  all  the  members  of  this  church,  to  give  to  the  said 
Society  their  countenance  and  support- 

Kesulx'ed,  That  tiie  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  presented  to  the 
Hon.  Bnshrod  Washin2;ton.  the  President,  and  to  the  members  of  Hie 
Boaid  of  Managers,  for  their  zealous  and  persevering  exertions  in 
furtheiance  of  the  benevolent  object  of  the  Society. 

licso'vfd.  That  tlie  Sf^cretary  transmit  a  C(»py  of  these  resolutions 


to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Socnty. 

Test,  11.  L.  DAVIS, 


Secretary. 


Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  objects  and  plans  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the 
free  |)eople  of  colour  of  tin'  United  States,  having  been  stated  to  tbe 
General  Assembly,  and  the  sanie  having  been  considered  and  dis- 
cussed, the  Assembly  resolved,  that  in  their  opinion  the  plan  of  the 
Society  is  benevolent  in  its  design,  and.  if  properly  supportid.  and 
judiciously  and  vigorously  prosecuted,  calculated  to  be  extensiveljr 
useful  t<»  this  country  and  to  Africa- 

The  situation  of  the  people  of  colour  has  frequently  attracted  the 
attention  of  this  Assembly.  In  the  distinctive  and  indt^lible  marks  of 
their  colour,  and  tlie  prejudices  of  the  pet>ple.  an  insuperable  obstacle 
has  been  jjlaced  to  the  execution  of  any  plan  for  elev, sting  their  charac- 
ter, and  placing  them  on  a  footing  with  their  brethren  of  the  same 
common  family.  In  restoring  tliem  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  ttie 
Assembly  hope  the  way  may  be  opened,  not  only  for-  the  a(  conifilish- 
ment  of  that  object,  but  for  introducing  civilization  and  the  go>pel  to 
the  benighted  nations  of  Africa.  From  the  information  and  state- 
ments received,  the  Assembly  believes,  that  the  proposed  Colony  in 
Africa  may  be  made  a  fiowerful  auxiliary  in  the  efforts  which  are 
mailing  to  abolish  the  inirpiitous  traihc  in  slaves,  carried  on  in  Africa, 
and  happily  calculated  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  gradual  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves  in  our  country,  in  a  legal  and  constitutional  nui'mer; 
and  without  violating  the  rights,  or  injuring  the  feelings  of  our 
Southern  brethren. 

With  these  views,  the  Assembly  feel  it  a  duty  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  «»f  Colour 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  patronage  and  attention  of  the  churches 
under  their  care,  and  to  benevoli-nt  individuals  throughout  the  Union. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Protestant  Church. 

Attest,  I.  E.  LATTA,  Permanent  Clerk. 

Session  of  the  .Assembly.  .May  Slst)  1819. 
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The  following  Resolntioti  was  adopted  by  the  samt^  in  1826. 

The  Assembly  having  witnessed  with  hi^^h  grsilificatiori  the  pro- 
gress  of  the  A'i'erican  CohinizHlion  Society  it)  a  ^^leat  work  of  hii- 
ITiaiiity  and  reii.tjioii,  and  helievitig;  thnt  the  ttmpoial  prosperity  atid 
mo'-al  interests  of  an  extensive  section  of  our  country,  of  a  nunier<ius, 
dej2;»aded,  atid  miseiable  class  of  men  in  the  midst  of  us,  and  of  the 
vast  ( ontineiit  of  Africa,  now  uncivilized,  and  unchristian,  are  in- 
timately connected  vNith  the  success  of  tliis  institution:    Tlierefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  recommend  to  tl»e  cbuiches  under 
their  care  to  patroi>ize  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety ;  and  particularly  tl^at  they  take  up  collections  in  aid  of  its 
funds  on  the  4th  of  July  next,  or  on  th«'  Sal)bath  immediately  preced- 
ing or  succeedicg  th<>;,  dny,  and  whenever  such  course  may  be  thou.Tht 
expedient,  to  give  them  assistance  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  general  cause. 


Address  from  the  Fresh  ijtery  (f  JSTorth  Carolina. 

Hillsborough,  April  18,  1818. 

Sir  :  The  Presbytery  of  Orange,  in  the  State  of  Xortli  Carolina, 
learn  with  sincere  and  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  a  plan  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  has  now  ceased  to  be  mere- 
ly a  subject  of  anxious  wish  to  the  hearts  of  the  humane,  and  the  cha- 
rity of  the  Christian.  We  rejoice  in  t!»e  institution  of  a  society,  in 
which,  permit  us.  Sir,  to  say  tiiat  your  selection  to  the  Presidency  is 
calculated  to  excite  a  general  confidence.  To  Him  who  has  ruled 
in  this  auspicious  event,  we  would  render  our  thanks,  that  the  socie- 
ty has  already  commenced  its  operations,  and  is  now  with  a  well  di- 
rected energy,  advancing  in  their  execution.  It  has  long  been  the 
firm  opinion  of  many  in  this  part  of  our  country,  that  nothing  more 
was  necessary  to  success,  in  colonizing  vast  numbers  of  free  people 
of  colour,  than  a  common  understanding  among  its  friends,  with  a 
well  digested  method,  distinctly  pointed  out,  and  evidently  practi- 
cable without  injury  to  the  communfty.  When  the  feeling  and 
patriotic  bosom  has  breathed  the  ardent  wish,  that  our  country  might 
be  redeemed  from  the  complicated  evils  which  have  been  incorporat- 
ed with  society,  it  was  to  such  a  plan  only  as  it  was  the  object  of 
your  institution  to  patronize  and  effect,  that  the  intelligent  mind 
could  look  for  tiie  consolation  of  hope.  Colonizaticm  was  necessary  ; 
but  how  were  the  wisdom  and  efficacy  to  be  combined,  which  were 
essential  to  its  accomplishment?  It  was  necessary,  not  only  that 
cautious  prudence  should  be  satisfied,  but  even  reluctant  selfishness 
must,  if  possible,  be  left  without  a  plausible  plea  for  opposition-  from 
apprehensions  of  public  danger,  untoward  circumstances,  or  untime- 
ly failure.  We  think,  that  in  the  Constitution  and  proceedings  of  the 
Colonization  Society,  we  see  all  that  we  could  wish.  We  might  in- 
4eeil  desire  to  witness  and  experience  ourselves,  a  speedy  and  com- 
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plete  termination  to  the  moral  disease  which  minifies  and  circulates  its 
vitialiiis  iulluence  through  the  wliolc  of  our  social  State  ;  hut  with 
prayeiful  resignation  we  would  suhuiit  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  be  fervently  grateiul  to  Him.  for  the  prospect  with  which 
he  permits  our  longing  eyes  to  he  cheered.  As  a  pledge  of  ardor 
•which  animates  iliis  Presh'ytery  in  the  cause  which  engages  the  soci- 
ety weaie  directed  t«»  inform  you,  that  to  a  resolution  ajjpointing  a 
committee  to  give  expression  to  their  feelings,  they  have  annexed 
another,  ••  That  it  he  earnestly  recommended  hy  this  body  to  each 
of  its  members,  to  employ  his  influence  and  personal  exertions  for 
promotii  g  the  estiblishment  of  societies  auxiliary  to  the  principal 
Colonization  Society.'*  > 

Our  prayers.  Sir,  are  ever  with  you  and  with  the  society,  that  God, 
in  wliosr  hands  the  hearts  of  njen  are  as  the  rivers  of  water,  to 
(urn  them  whithprsoever  he  will,  may  yplenteously  infuse  into  your 
minds,  and  into  the  liearts  of  the  people,  a  spirit  of  union  and  strength 
to  aioo'.nptish  the  gnat  object  of  your  benevolent  institution,  for  the 
Siike  ol  oui  Gre.t  R<<leemer. 

bicned  by  the  comujittee, 

FREDERICK  NASH, 
\V>i.  M'PUEETON, 

JOSEPH  Caldwell. 

Hon.  RusHROD  Washington, 

l^residcnt  of  tiit  Jiiaerican  Coloniz>alion  Society. 


Exiracffrom  the  minutes  of  the  Presbyterij  of  FayrtteviUe.  JV.  C. 

^  Thirteenth  Session  of  the  Presbyterj'  of  Fayetteville, 

Tirza  Church,  Monday,  4th  October,  1819. 

liesolved,  That  this  Presbytery  do  heartily  approve  of  the  object 
proposed  by  the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of 
Colour  of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  do  sincerely  wish  and  fer- 
vently pray,  that  the  said  Society  may  meet  with  the  most  abundant 
and  speedy  success. 

Ordered,  I'hat  an  attested  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  said  Society. 

Truly  extracted  from  the  151st  page  of  the  minutes  of  the  Presby- 

^'^"  COLIN  MclVER,  Stated  Clerk. 


Resolutions  of  the  Gpieral  ^Association  of  JIassuchnsetts, 

Westhampton,  Sept.  9th,  IS  19. 
Elias  B.  Caldwell,  Es(i.,  Secretary,  <Sfc. 

Sir:  At  a  meetin?:  of  the  General  Association  of  Massachusetts 
Proper,  at  Pittsfield.  June  2^'d.  18 1 9, 

"The  Association Tn/<'(/,  1'hat  this  Association  entertain  sentiments 
3f  high  respect  for  the  Society  organized  for  the  colonization  of  free 
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blacks  ;  that  tlipy  most  earnestly  wisb^  success  to  its  noble  and  inter- 
esting: objects;  Uiat  they  assure  t'^n.  directors  of  their  co-oin'ration, 
and  beg  them  to  persevere  in  th';,  g„od  work  so  fa\  orahly  comuK need. 
•'  Voted,  That  a  copy  of  t.nis  vote  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Society." 

Certified  and  transn:."(tted  with  sentiments  of  respect,  by,  sir,  yours, 
kc. 

ENOCH  HALE, 
Secretary  General  Association  Mass.  Proper. 


Resolution  of  the  Synod  af  Virginia. 

Prince  Edward,  JVovember  18fA,  1819. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  in  Winchester, 
on  the  23d  October,  1819,  the  following  resolutJon  was  unanimously 
adopted  and  an  order  passed,  that  a  copy  should  be  transmitted  to 
you,  as  President  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

"Whereas  the  Synod  of  Virginia  are  informed  of  the  existence,  in 
our  country,  of  an  association  of  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizens,  un- 
der the  title  r»f  the  American  Colonization  Society,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  send  out  to  Africa  such  free  persons  of  colour  as  may  be  willing 
logo;  and  whereas  tliere  is  reason  to  hope  that  this  enterprise,  if 
Conducted  with  proper  discretion,  will  produce  the  happiest  effects, 
particular!}  in  aiding  to  communicate  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gospel 
to  an  !iitere.sti!»g  quarter  of  the  globe;  and  to  meliorate  the  condition 
of  a  degraded  portion  of  our  population  ;  while  it  promises  the  means 
of  alleviating  evils  which  our  own  country  has  reason  to  deplores 

Hesolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Synod  of  Virginia  recommend,  and 
they  do  hei-eby  cordially  recommend,  to  all  the  members  of  the  church- 
es and  congregations  under  tlieir  care,  to  aid  the  design  of  the  said  So- 
ciety according  to  opportunity  and  ability,  by  their  Cduntenauce,  their 
contributions,  and  their  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  its  success." 

BENJ.  H.  RICE,  Moderator. 
A  true  copy  : 

M.VTTHEw  Stiles,  Stated  Clerk. 

Hon.  Bushrod  Washington, 

President  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 


Resolution  of  the  Methodist  Conference  of  Virginia  and  JS'^orth  Carolina. 

Oxford,  N.  C.  Feb.  28th,  18-25. 

Resolved.  Tliat  this  Confei-ence  highly  approve  the  object  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  rccomniend  it  to  the  patronage  of 
the  people  of  our  charge. 

.TORN  EARLY,  Secretary. 
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Approba'T'^ky  Resolutiojj. 

Hesoiuiion  of  the  Mdfwdist  Baltimore  Mnual  Conference. 

At  tliP  Conlerencoof  tlic  Molliodist  C.'»«'>'<'h'  lately  Iield  in  Baltimore^ 
tlio  I'dllow  iitg  licsoliition  was  passed.  aiK'^  cotinmiiiicatcd  to  the  Board 
otWIanai^ersortlie  American  Colonization  Society,  by  its  Secretary: 

Resolved  hij  the  Ballimorc  Annual  Conference,  in  Conference  assem- 
bled. That  vvc  liiglily  approve  the  objects  of  the  An?«rican  Coloniza- 
ti'in  Society  :  and  that  we  will  use  all  prudent  n)eans  t'}  promote  its 
success,  by  taking  up  collections  in  aid  of  its  funds,  on  ti?c  Sabbath 
preceding  or  .-iucceeding  the  4th  of  July,  in  all  places  where  it  k  prac- 
ticable. 


In  the  year  1825,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  adopted  a  Resolution 
appro])riating  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety ;  and  in  1826  it  appropriated  eight  hundred  dollars  to  the  same 
object. 

Maryland  AprRopRiATiow. 

Marijlund,  Set: 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  begun  and  held 
at  the  city  of  Annapolis  on  the  last  Monday  of  December,  being  the 
twenty  fifth  day  of  the  said  month,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
•  sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  ended  the  thirteenth  day  of 
March, one  thouL-and  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven — His  Excellency 
Joseph  Kent,  hsquire,  Governor ;  amongst  others,  the  following 
\'dW  was  enacted,  to  wit  : 

An  Act  making  appropriation  for  the  bencjit  of  the  American  Coloni:ia- 

tion  Society. 

"Whereas  the  people  and  Govei-nment  of  tiiis  State  have  witnessed, 
witli  deep  interest,  the  exertions  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
to  promote  and  carry  into  etfect  the  great  and  laudable  objects  of  their 
assticiation  ;  and  whereas  this  Legislature  do  most  highly  ai)pro>  e  of 
the  scheme  of  African  Colonization,  set  on  foot  by  said  Society,  and 
believe  it  t<»  be  tiie  only  one  which  can  promise  j)ractical  benefit  to  the 
country,  or  to  that  class  of  the  community  which  it  is  intended  to  le- 
lieve  :  therefore. 

Sec.  1.  lie  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  directed  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  American 
Coloni/ation  Society,  for  the  use  of  said  Society,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand <lollars,  out  of  any  unapproju'iatcd  moneys  which  sliall  be  in  the 
Treasury  at  ihe  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act :  Vrovided,  That  the 
Treasurer  of  the  said  Siiore  shall  be  satisliedo  that  the  said  sum  will 
be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  free  pcoj)le  of  colour,  who  have  been 
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actual  residents  of  this  State  for  twelve  montlis  previous  to  the  time 
of  their  edibaikatioii. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  Treasurer  is  lierehy  autho- 
rized to  pay  to  tlie  order  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  aforesaid, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  said  Society,  in  the 
montli  of  Jaiuiary,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight; 
and  the  like  sum,  at  the  same  time,  in  each  successive  year  thereafter  : 
Provided,  That,  after  the  present  year,  no  ])aymeut  shall  be  made  un- 
der the  authority  of  this  act,  unless  t!ie  ofiiccrs  of  said  Society  sliall 
present  satisfactory  proof  to  the  said  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore, 
that  the  whole  of  the  a])propriation  of  the  preceding  year,  or  such 
parts  thereof  as  may  have  been  expended,  has  been  applied  towards 
the  colonization,  on  the  coast  of  Afi'ica,  of  free'people  of  colour,  who 
had  been  actual  residents  of  this  State  for  twelve  months  preceding 
the  time  of  their  embarkation  :  Jind  provided  further^  Tliat  tlie  appro- 
priation shall  be  extended  to  the  applicants  for  colonization  from  each 
of  the  counties,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  ratio  of  applications. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates,  March  iSth,  1827. 

This  engrossed  bill,  the  original  of  which  passed  this  House  on  the 
10th  day  of  February,  1827,  was  this  day  read  and  assented  to. 

By  order: 

GIDEON  PEARCE,  Clerk. 

By  the  Senate,  March  ISth,  1827. 

This  engrossed  bill,  the  original  of  wliich  passed  the  Senate  on  the 
8th  day  of  March,  1827,  was  this  day  read  and  assented  to. 
By  order: 

WILLIAM  KILTY,  Clerh 
JOSEPH  KENT. 

[the    GBKAT  SEAI.  of  MARYLAND.] 

Maryland,  Set  : 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true  copy,  takea 
from  the  original  engrossed  bill  deposited  in  and  belonging  to  the 
office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Western  Shore  of  said  State. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my 

name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  of  Ap- 

[l.  s.]  peals,  this  eleventli  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  eigiit  hundred  and  twenty-, 

seven. 

TH.  HARRIS.  Clk.  Ct.  of  Jpps. 


While  these  testimonies  of  public  favor  have  been  supplied,  in  Ame- 
rica, to  the  cause  of  colonization,  other  nations  have  n«>t  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  interests  wiiich  it  is  calciilafed  to  proniote,  not  only  iii 
Africa  but  elsewhere.     Botli  policy  and  humanity  prompted  the  an- 
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ncxcd  communication  from  the  French  Government  to  tlie  American 
Society,  tlirough  <nie  of  its  nionibors. 

Legation  de  Fraace  aux  Ktats-Unis, 

Washington,  2  Mars,  1821. 

Mo.vsiEUR  :  Le  Roi  mon  Maitrc  a  vu  avec  une  bien  doiue  satisfac- 
tion <ju'il  s'etait  forme  aux  Ktats-Unis  unc  sociee  (lout  le  but  etait 
d'an^elicrer  inscnsiblcmcnt,  des  lors  sans  essais  dangereux,  le  sort 
d'une  dasse  d'honmies  trop  loiigtems  etrangers  aux  soins  et  a  la  pitie 
dc  ieurs  sembJables. 

Animeii  du  (lesir<le  seconder  autremcnt  que  pardes  vceux,  un  aussi 
noble  dcMsein,  Sa  Majeste  a  daigne  in'autoriser  a  jetter  les  bases 
d'uise  colonisation  (jui.siclle  pent  leussier,  nc  sauiait  manquer  d'etre 
nil  jour  un  grand  bienfait  deplus  pour  la  civilisation  et  I'liumanite- 

L'onterprise  geiioreuse  a  lacpiclle  vous  n'avez  cesse  de  preTidrc, 
mons:eii)',iapart  laplus  active,  neme|)arnit  pas  pouvoiretreun  obstacle 
a  celic  (|ui  occupe  mon  Gouverncment,  Paniour  du  bien  ne  fait  Jamais 
Maine  dc  collision,  et  les  coeurs  tels  que  Ic  votro  desirent  qu'il  s'opere 
par  toutes  les  voies  qu'il})lait  a  la  Providence  d'indiquer. 

Quoi(pie  je  ne  sois  poitit  dans  I'intention  dedonner,  an  moins  quant 
a  ])ies<  lit.  de  la  ])ublicite  au  projet  dovtt  j'ai  I'lionneur  de  vous  cntre- 
teiiir,  Jovais,  monsieur,  entrer  dans  tous  les  details  propres  a  vous 
faire  juger  non-seuloment  dd'cevre,  mais  dc  I'intention. 

Oiiiie  manquera  pas  de  dire  peut  etrc,  que  I'entcrprise  de  mon 
Gouverncment  sera  connue,  que  cen'est  de  sa  part  qu'une  bonne 
action  inteicssec.  La  France  pourra  trouver  par  la  suite  un  avantage 
reel  a  i'execution  de  ce  plan  ;  mais  I'liumanite  y  gagnera  jjIus  que  la 
france,  et  c'est  ellequ'on  a  entendu  principalcment  servii*  d'une  part, 
quand  on  a  propose,  dd'autre  quand  ou  a  bien  voulu  agrecr  le  projet. 

Voici,  monsieur,  cc  doiit  il  s'agit  : 

La  France  est  disposer  a  coloniser,  dansl'ujie'des  parties  dela  Guyana 
qui  liii  appartient  des  cultivateurs  libres  de  couleur.  et  elle  de'-ii  e  prin- 
cipalcment les  recevoir  des  Etats-Unissi  rien  ne  conti-arie  cedessein. 

11  m'est  bien  prouve-  monsieur,  qi.e  la  leiiubliqiie  ne  demande  pas 
niicux,  que  dc  lavoriser  I'eloigisenjent  de  la  population  libre  de  cou- 
leur ;  c'est  done  avec  une  extreme  confiance  que  je  viens  soJliciter, 
pour  un  i)rojet  qui  concorde  si  bien  avec  Tinferet  ei  le  desir  de  I'Lnion, 
votre  assistance  personnelle  et  celle  de  I'lionoi'able  Sociele  qui  a  bien 
voulu  agieer  dcj)uis  plusieurs  aniiees  mes  ofl'res  de  service  et  n)e  con- 
siderer,  |)our  ainsi  dire,  comme  I'un  de  ses  M<'n(bres-S  >ciete  a  laquellc 
je  suis  siir,  au  moins,  d'appartenir  toujours  par  les  scntin)ei)s  (jui  m' 
aninicnt  et  le  besoin  que  j'ai  de  sympathiser  avec  elle.  Plusieurs 
motif  me  font  desirer  le  concours  de  cette  association  bienfaisante  : 
elle  peut  m'apj)laulr  bcaucouj)  de  diflicuhes.  elle  p'^ut  surtout  par  son 
intervention  ofticieuse  concourir  j)uissamnien»  a  dissii)er  les  craintes 
que  pouiraient  concevoir  des  homnies  natutelKMuent  defians  et  trop 
souvent  autorises  a  Tetre.  Ce  ne  sont  point  de  jiouveaux  Esclaves 
que  le  Hoi  des  Francs  cherche  a  introduire  dans  I'une  de  ses  ]>lus  im- 
portanles  Colonies.     Son  aine  genereuse  sait  trop  bien  conjpatir  aux 
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malheUrs  inevitables  ct  que  le  terns  seiil  pcut  graduellement  adoucir, 
2)<)iir  avoir  pu  concevoir  la  pensee  d'affci-niit'  iin  etat  de  clioses  que 
la  reIigi<Mi  et  riuiinatiite  condamiicnt,  et  dont  les  Ent'ants  de  St.  Louis 
cherrlierontaa(celerer  le  terme  par  tous  les  moyens  que  requile  et  la 
prudence  pourront  leur  suggerer. 

Les  colons  qu'il  s'agit  d'etablir  a  la  Guyane  Frangaise  y  seront 
libres  et  y  jouiront  de  toute  la  protection  accordee  aux  sujets  dn  Roi. 

VoiJa,  monsieur,  ce  qui  peut  d'abord  leur  etre  garanti,  ct  a,  ( et 
egard  j'ainie  a  croire  qu'on  arrivera  tres-facilement  a  les  convanirre 
quand  ils  auront  appris,  de  leurs  plus  zeles  protecteurs,  sous  quel 
Gouvernement  paternel  on  leur  offre  de  vivre. 

Pour  proceder  siirement,  je  voudrais  pouvoir  commencer  le  plutot 
possible  par  I'iniportation  a  la  Guyane  de  quelques  families  valides 
aux  quelles  j'adjoindrais  volontiers  un  ou  deux  honimes  de  couleur 
libres  dont  la  mission  serait  devoir  par  eux-meinesretablissement  et  de 
revenir  aux  Etats-Unispour  determiner  des  expeditions  subsequentes. 

Ou  doinierait  aux  emmigrans  le  passage  aux  fraisdu  Roi,  un  terrain 
par  famille.  et  surce  terrain,  une  case  provisoire.  On  y  ajouteraitdes 
Tivres  pour  6  ou  9  moisetmeme  un  an.  La  propriete  fonciere  serait 
acquise  aux  concessionnaires  apses  la  mise  en  valeur  des  deux  tiers 
du  terrain,  et  sous  I'obligation  d'y  entretenir  constamment,  outre  des 
cultures  de  coton,  de  cafe,  de  tabac,  d'indigo,  de  cacao,  de  vanille 
ou  d'arbres  a  epiceries.  des  plantations  de  vivres  indigenes,  dans  une 
proportion  (!(jterniinee.  Cliaque  enfant  male  qui  viendraite  ase  marie, 
obtiendrait  aussi  uu  lot  de  terre  sous  les  memes  clauses. 

D'autres  avantages  pourront  etre  accor(!es  a  ces  families  de  culti- 
vateurs.  Rien  ne  sera  neglige,  quant  aux  secours  sanitaires,  et  sur- 
tout  pour  que'en  tous  tems.  la  religion,  cette  premiere  source  de  bon- 
heur  et  de  prosperite,  pi-eside  au  developpemejit  de  leur  civilisation  et 
de  leur  Industrie. 

Toutes  les  conditions  seront  libellees  d'tme  manicre  precise,  etje 
consentirai  volontiers  a  faire  revenir,  dans  la  premiere  annee,  aux 
frais  du  Gouvernement,  ceux  des  premiers  emmigrans  que  se  croiraient 
de^us  dans  leur  attente. 

Vous  voycz,  monsieur,  par  cet  expose,  qu'il  s'agit  de  former  un 
etablissement  utile  a  I'bumanite.  Pose  done  vous  prier  de  vouloir 
bien  me  donner  votre  opinion  et  sur  I'ensemble  du  projet  et  sur  les 
moyens  les  plus  siirs  de  le  faire  reussir. 

II  m'importerait  aussi  beaucoup  d'etre  mis  par  vous  en  rapport 
avec  vos  amis  de  IMiiladelpbie  et  autres  villes  de  1' Union  ;  mais  il  sera 
tems  de  nous  occuper  de  ce  soin  quand  vous  aurez  bien  voulu  me  faire 
connaitre  ce  que  vous  pensez  de  I'entreprise  et  jusqu'a  quel  point  elle 
pourra  etre  favorissee  et  par  le  Gouvernement  Federal  et  par  les 
societes  qui  s'occupent  avec  Constance,  dans  les  divers  Etats  de 
I'Union,  de  I'amelioration  du  sort  des  liommes  de  couleur. 

Veuillez  agreer,  monsieur,  I'assurance  des  sentimens  de  considera- 
tion et  d'attacbment  avec  les  quels  j'ai  I'bonneur  d'etre, 
A^otre  tres-humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur, 

HYDE  DE  JNEUVILLE. 
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[translation.] 

Legation  of  Fkaxce  in  tub  United  States, 

Jrasliingtim,  2d  March,  182i. 

Sir  :-Tlie  King,  my  master,  lias  lieai-d,  with  great  satisfaction,  that 
a  sciciety  has  been  loi  med  in  tlie  United  States,  whose  iibjeet  is.  gra- 
dually, and  theretoie  wiiliout  dangerous  ex])ei'iments,  to  impiove  the 
condition  of  a  chi'^s  of  individuals  Mho  have  been,  for  too  long  a  time, 
slrargers  to  t!ie  caie  and  sympathy  of  mankind. 

His  majesty,  actui.tfd  by  a  ilesire  to  aid,  by  more  effectual  means 
than  mere  good  wishes,  a  project  so  deserving  ol  encouragement,  has 
been  jdeaseil  to  auihori/.e  me,  to  lay  the  fou:idation  of  a  slieme  of  colo- 
nization, which,  if  successliil,  cannot  fail  to  beconje,  at  a  future  day,  a 
real  blessing  to  civilization  and  humanity. 

'I'he  gtncrous  underlaking,  which  you  have  unceasingly  labored  to 
promote,  by  the  njost  active  <'^dea^ors.  ilocsnoi  aj)pearlo  me,  to  form 
an  obstacle  to  that  proposed  by  my  Government.  The  true  desire  of 
dotjig  good,  can  ijcver  breed  collision;  and  hearts  such  as  yours,  are 
always  desiircuis  that  it  should  be  effected  by  all  the  me^ns  poijited  out 
by  !*rovidt  lice. 

Altliougli  it  is  not  my  intention,  at  least  at  this  time,  to  give  pub- 
licity to  tiie  project  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  I 
\\\\\  yet  enter  into  sucli  details,  as  will  en:ible  you  to  appreciate^  not 
only  the  deed  itself,  hut  tlie  intention  also. 

^s  soon  as  the  undertaking  of  my  Government  shall  have  become 
publicly  known,  iliero  may,  j)erhaps,  not  be  wanting  those  who  will 
saj,  that  i*^  is,  on  its  j)art,  but  an  interested  act.  It  is  ti-ue  that  Fi-ance 
may,  in  future,  derive  some  leal  benefit  from  the  execution  of  the  plan; 
but  humamty  will  be  still  mojc  benefitted  than  France  :  and  when  the 
project  has  been  proposed  on  one  hand,  and  accepted  on  the  other,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  object  in  view  was  the  cause  of  humanity. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  project  in  question  : 

France  agrees  to  the  colonizatioji,  in  that  part  of  Guyane  which  be- 
longs to  her,  of  fi'ce  coloured  agriculturists;  and  wishes  to  i-eceivelthem 
chiefly  from  the  United  States,  in  case  nothing  should  exist  to  oppose 
this  intention. 

I  have  acquiied  the  conviction,  that  the  commonwealth  has  nothing 
more  at  heart,  than  to  promote  the  removal  olher  free  coloured  popula- 
tion ;  it  is,  therefore,  with  full  confidence  that  I  now  st)licit,  in  behalf  of 
a  project,  according  so  well  with  the  desire  and  interest  of  the  Union, 
your  ])ersonal  assistance,  an<l  that  of  the  honorable  society,  which  has 
been  pleased,  for  several  years  past,  to  receive  my  offers  of  services, 
and,  [  may  say,  to  consider  me  as  one  of  its  membei-s.  To  this  socie- 
ty, 1  am  sure.  1  will  always  remain  attaclied  by  the  sentiments  which 
now  actuate  me,  uiu!  by  the  desire  I  feel  ol'  symjjathizing  with  it. 
Various  motixes  inj[iel  me  to  wisli  for  the  co-ojjeration  of  this  benevo- 
lent assoriiition.  It  has  it  in  its  ])owei*  to  remove  many  diHicjilties 
wliich  stand  in  my  way  :  a>id,  above  all,  to  (juiet  the  fears  which 
might  be  enlettained  by  men  naturally  mistrustful,  and  too  often 
justified  iu  beit'g  bO.    'Ibe  King  of  the  Franks  has  no  desire  to  int+'o- 
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iuee  new  slaves  into  one  of  his  most  valuable  colonies.  His  generous 
soul  knows  too  well  how  to  feel  for  unavoidable  miseries  which  time 
alone  can  gradually  alleviate,  to  entertain  for  a  moment  the  idea  of 
maintaining  a  state  of  things,  which  religion  and  humanity  condemn  ; 
and  to  which  the  childien  of  St.  Louis  will  seek  to  put  an  end,  by  all 
the  means  suggested  by  prudence  and  justice. 

The  Colonists  proposed  to  be  settled  in  French  Guyane,  will  be 
free,  and  will  enjoy  all  the  protection  guarntied  to  the  subjects  of  thw 
King. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  first  thing  which  will  be  guarantied  to  them;  and  of 
this  they  will,  I  hope,  be  easily  convinced,  when  they  shall  have 
known,  from  tlieir  most  zealous  protectors,  the  character  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  whose  care  it  is  proposed  to  commit  them. 

In  order  to  proceed  w  ith  more  safety,  I  would  like  to  begin  by  in. 
troducing,  as  soon  as  possible,  into  Guyane  a  few  healthy  families,  to 
whom  I  would  willingly  add  one  or  two  coloured  men,  whose  duty 
would  be  to  acquire  a  personal  knoM  ledge  of  the  character  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  return  to  the  United  States,  to  facilitate  subsequent  ex- 
peditions. 

The  emigrants  would  be  transported  at  the  expense  of  the  King  :  a 
ti'act  of  land  granted  to  each  family,  and  on  each  ti'act  a  temporary 
dwelling  would  be  erected.  To  these  would  be  added  provisions  for 
six,  nine,  and  even  twelve  months.  The  fee  simple  of  the  land  would 
vest  in  the  grantees  as  soon  as  two-thirds  of  the  tract  should  have 
been  cleared,  under  the  condition  of  their  raising  thereon,  a  stated 
proportion  of  indigenous  provisions,  independently  of  the  cultivation 
of  cotton,  coffee,  tobacco,  indigo,  cocoa,  vanilla,  and  spices.  Every 
male  child  would,  on  marrying,  obtain  also,  a  tract  of  land  upon  the 
same  conditions. 

Other  advantages  will  be  granted  to  these  families  of  agricultur- 
ists. Nothing  will  be  neglected  as  respects  medical  assistance ;  and, 
above  all,  to  cause  religion,  this  piimary  source  of  prosperity  and 
happiness,  to  preside  over  their  progress  in  industry  and  civilization. 

All  the  conditions  will  be  stipulated  in  a  precise  manner ;  and  1 
will  willingly  engage  to  bring  back,  during  the  first  year,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Govermnent,  such  of  the  first  emigrants  as  would  think 
that  their  expectations  had  been  deceived. 

This  statement  will  enable  you.  Sir,  to  discover  that  the  object  is  to 
form  an  establishment  useful  to  humanity.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty 
to  ask  your  opinion,  as  well  on  ihe  general  intent  of  the  plan,  as  on 
the  surest  means  to  promote  its  execution. 

It  would  also  be  gratifying  to  me,  to  be  enabled  by  yon  to  commu- 
nicate with  your  frieiuls  in  I'hiladelphia,  and  in  the  other  cities  of 
the  Union  :  but  it  will  be  time  to  give  our  attention  to  this,  when  you 
shall  have  imparted  to  me  your  views  of  the  project,  and  informed  me 
how  far  it  may  be  assisted  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  by  tht>se  so- 
cieties which  are  now  engaged,  throughout  the  Union,  in  devising  the 
means  of  improving  the  condition  pf  the  P^^opie  of  Colour. 
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Be  pleased  to  nrrept  tlie  assurance  of  flic  sentiinents  of  considera- 
tion and  aM;i(  liiiient  with  wliich  1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 

HYDE  DE  NEUVILLE. 


No.  7. 

Tenth  Annual  Report  nf  the  ^flmerican  Society  for  Coloni'zing  the  Free 
Feople  (if  Colour  of  the  United  States. 

Ten  years  have  now  elapsed,  since  a  few  individuals  assembled  in 
this  city,  and  deliberate!}  fortned  themselves  into  an  Institution  for 
the  i)ui-po>e  of  esfab!i>iiinj*  a  Colony  of  the  Free  Feople  of  Lolour  of 
the  United  States  on  the  ( oast  of  Afiica. 

An  cntcipri'se  of  such  a  nature,  so  vast  iii  conception,  various  in 
its  relations,  and  remote  iti  its  consequences  and  its  benefits,  was 
seen  to  be  in\olved  in  uncertainty  because  relying  for  its  full  execu- 
tion upon  the  ciid  of  those  whosi^  approbation  could  not  reasonably  be 
ex[)erted,  until  created  by  other  evidences  of  its  utility,  than  those 
which  the  sclieme,   as  merely  theoretic   piesented  to  the  public  mind. 

Bui  should  tiie  means  be  contributed  for  demonstrating  experi- 
mpntrtiiy,  tiie  utility  of  the  plans  of  the  Society-  so  far  as  the  actual 
cstab  slimeii)  of  a  C'dony  on  the  Afiic.n  coast  could  be  regarded  as 
su  h  demonstration,  still  it  was  manifest  that  on  the  delicate  bu^  mo- 
nuM:!ous  questio!!  of  the  prob<iblr  eflTccts  of  this  Colony  upon  the  con- 
diiiori  :^nd  iiiteiests  of  the  great  mass  of  our  coloured  population,  two 
o|*iiiioiis  wou'd  he  adopted,  entirely  contradictory,  and  both,  there- 
fore, widely  varying  from  the  real  purposes  and  hopes  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

The  want  of  satisfactory  information  concerning  the  soil,  climate, 
and  natives  of  Africa,  and  the  methods  most  expedient  to  be  adopted 
for  the  acquisition  of  territory,  and  the  very  general  avert^ion  of 
the  free  people  of  colour  to  a  design,  which  all  of  them  could  feel  to  be 
hazardous,  but  which  few  could  comprehend  ;  increasing,  as  it  neces- 
sarily miist,  the  indifference  of  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  governed 
rather  by  sympathy  than  reflection  ;  constituted  obstacles  truly  formi- 
dable, but  which  it  was  impossible  to  avoid. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  iirelevant  to  the  present  occasion,  to  con- 
sider, for  a  momejit,  by  what  motives  and  arguments  the  foumlers  of 
this  Society  were  enabled  to  sustain  themselves  in  their  earliest  ef- 
forts for  a  cause,  embarrassed  by  difficulties  so  numerous  and  im- 
mense, and  so  destitute  of  attraction  to  the  eye  of  an  ordinary  ob- 
server. 

There  was  a  moral  grandeur  in  the  design  itself,  which  rendered 
the  bare  possibility  of  its  accomplishment  a  motive  sufficient  to  justify 
every  possible  exertion.  It  presented  itself  in  relations  infinitely  im- 
portant to  those  whom  it  \sould  remove  from  our  shores;  was  seen 
connected  with  the  domestic  happiness,  social  order,  political  strength, 
und  all  the  higher  interests  of  our  country,  and  seemed  to  offer  the 
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only  hope  of  rescuing  Africa  from  (lie  invaders  of  her  rights,  and 
the  muidercrs  of  i«ei*  cinidren,  and  of  imparling  to  her  trihes,  whose 
sable  aspect  is  but  the  shadow  of  a  darker  mind,  the  pure  and  undy- 
ing light  of  our  religion. 

In  the  operations  of  the  Society*,  it  was  obvious  that  the  principal 
difficulties  must  be  encountered  at  the  outset.  That  a  few  enligi  tenr-d 
citizens  might  be  induced  to  furnish  tlie  means  for  exploiing  the 
coast  of  Africa,  there  was  reason  to  hope;  and  a  favorable  report 
from  those  delegated  for  this  purpose,  could  not  fail  to  secure  aid 
for  the  emigration  of  such  inteiligent  and  energetic  adventurers  as 
have  never  been  found  wanting  toetiterprises  of  the  most  arduous  and 
dangerous  character.  Every  practical  movement  of  the  Society 
would  draw  the  public  attcjition  to  its  ph^ns,  and,  jf  successful  exhibit 
evidence  of  their  utility  Which  no  development  of  a  tht-ory  however 
plausible,  could  pi-oduce.  Accounts  from  \lrica  would  be  perused  by 
all ;  by  the  fanciful  \nd  inquisitive  for  the  novelty  of  tlieir  state- 
ments, by  the  though iful  and  pious  to  learn  the  character  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  the  best  methods  of  instructing  them  in  the  principles 
of  our  faith.  Thus  reflection  would  be  excited,  and  the  objects  of  the 
Society  become  better  understood  ;  a  kuovvledge  of  their  natui  e  would 
secure  belief  in  their  importance.,  the  spirit  uf charity  would  advance 
with  the  progress  f>f  ootiviction;  huth  and  time  would  soften  down 
prejudice;  and,  through  the  agency  of  the  press,  unremitted  efforts 
and  fervent  piayer.  the  thoughts  which  dwelt  at  first  in  the  breasts 
of  d  few  m.ght  finally  enlist  the  sympathies  and  command  the  pow- 
ers of  the  nation. 

Animated  by  such  considerations,  the  original  managers  of  this  So- 
ciety resolved  to  proceed,  and  the  history  of  their  oj)eratirms,  for  the 
last  ten  years,  as  detailed  in  their  AuFmal  Reports,  will  show  the  so- 
briety of  their  purposes,  and  the  reasonableness  of  their  hopes. 

1  he  facts  connected  with  the  efforts  of  the  Society  during  the  last 
year,  aiid  now  to  be  presented  to  this  meeting,  will  add,  the  Managers 
trust,  no  little  weight  to  the  accumulated  evidence  heretofore  adduced, 
of  the  practicableness  and  expediency  of  the  scheme  in  which  they  are 
engaged. 

It  was  stated  by  the  Managers  in  their  last  report,  that  the  liberality 
of  their  friends  had  enabled  them  to  despatch  for  the  Colony  the  brig 
Vine,  with  thirty-four  emigrants,  amissionary,  and  printer,  accompa* 
niod  by  the  Kev.  Horace  Sessions,  an  Agent  of  the  Society,  who  pro- 
posed to  return  in  the  same  vessel ;  and  that  the  Indian  Chief  wass 
about  to  depart  from  Norfolk  with  a  much  larger  number  of  pas- 
sengers. The  first  of  these  vessels  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  fourth 
of  January,  and  arrived  at  Liberia  on  the  seventli  February  ;  the  last 
left  Norfolk  on  the  15th  of  February,  and  completed  her  passage  on 
the  22d  of  March. 

A  printing  press,  with  all  its  necessary  appendages,  many  valuable 
books,  and  other  articles  of  equal  imjjortance,  were  shipped  on  board 
the  Vine  by  the  citizens  of  Bostcn,  who  evinced  still  faither  their 
liberality,  by  assuming  the  whole  expense  of  the  printing  establish- 
ment for  the  first  year.     Eighteen  of  the  emigrantfS  by  this  vessel 
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WfFP,  jiisf  before  thoirclpparture.  at  their  own  request,  or^nized  into 
a  chiii(  h.  and  tlie  impressive  exeicises  of  the  occasion,  upon  which 
thousands  attended  with  heartfelt  interest,  deepened  the  concern  for 
the  prospf  rity  of  the  expedition.  But  tlie  cnunsrls  of  Heavrn  are  too 
mysterious  for  human  scrutiny,  and  the  Almiglity  was  pleased  to  visit 
this  little  rompany  with  a  mortality  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
the  Colojiy.  Scarcely  had  the  Managers  seen  announced  in  the  first 
sheet  ever  issued  fr(»ni  the  Colonial  pirss,  the  arrival  of  the  Vine,  be- 
fore they  received  the  mournlul  tidings  of  t!ie  decease  of  the  Rev.  Ho- 
race Sessions,  Mr.  Chaiies  L.  Force,  the  printer,  and  twelve  of  the 
cinigiants,  with  whom  others  must  now  be  reckoned,  including  t!»e 
missionary,  the  Rv\.  Cahin  Holton,  making  in  all  nearly  half  the 
whole  uuniber  of  those  who  embarked  from,  ^iew  England.  But  the 
attention  of  the  meeting  is  not  left  to  dwell  on  this  melancholy  state- 
ment. 

The  Indian  Chief  conveyed  to  Afiica  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pei'sons.  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  were  from  the  State 
of  Nortii  Caiolina.  Not  an  individual  of  the  latter  number  suffered 
materially  from  sickness,  while  some  who  left  Norfolk  in  bad  health, 
derived,  ultimately,  benefit  from  the  change  of  climate.  All  felt  more 
or  less  severely  the  symptoms  of  fever,  ague,  and  prostration  of 
strength.  whi(  h  the  system  must  necessarily  experience,  on  a  transi- 
tion from  a  temperate  to  a  tropical  climate;  but  they  soon  recovered 
their  \igonr,  and  piocecdtd  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  and  the 
cleaiinj^  of  their  lands. 

As  both  these  expeditions  sailed  from  the  United  States  in  the  Win- 
tcr,  tlie  striking  contrast  in  their  subsequent  condition  is  doubtless 
o\>i'ig.  in  great  measure,  to  the  wide  differ enre  in  the  change  expe- 
ri' need  by  the  two  companies  of  emigrants  :  a  differ'ence  which  must 
be  1  stimated  by  c«mparii»g  the  less  coitslitutir)nal  liiibility  to  tropical 
disease,  and  the  lesser  influence  of  the  season  aflTtcting  those  from 
the  South,  with  the  greatei-  hatiilitv,  and  the  more  powerful  influ- 
ence of  the  seas(tn  to  which  tliose  fiorn  the  North  wer-e  exposed.  It 
has  been  very  justly  rern-uked  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  that  as  it  worrld 
be  rash  for  owr  f»ien(ls  in  North*  Carolina  to  corn  lude  that  no  emi- 
gr-ant  fr'  -m  tha^  S'ate  will  hereafter  suffer-  fiorn  the  AlVrcan  climate, 
so  it  would  he  cfjUiiUy  wide  Ircnn  sober  calculation  lor  the  citizens 
of  New  i.n.:,laud  to  determine,  from  a  single  ex()erinie»it,  that  every  si- 
milar movernerit  would  be  attended  with  a  like  calamity. 

The  berth  h  of  the  colonrsts  (those  who  arrived  in  the  Vine  excepted) 
has  been  well  nigh  univcisal  and  uninterrupted,  and  ito  less  animated 
and  lohubt  than  that  which  they  enjoyed  in  America.  Among  the 
passengess  in  the  Indian  Chief,  the  symptoms  of  disease  were,  in 
many  instances,  only  sufficiently  developed  to  show  their  specific 
character,  and,  in  nearly  every  case,  yieldid  r-eadily  to  the  po^^er  of 
medicine..  Many  of  the  childi"en  and  youth  exhibit  as  much  activity 
and  muscular  strength  as  the  natives  themselves;  and  '•  the  adults 
who  have  reside  d  for  some  years  in  the  Ce)lony.  seem  to  acquire  for 
the  climate  a  peculiar'  predilection."  'I  he  natives  of  ilie  coast  are 
remai kuOle  for  their  vigorous  aud  well  proportioned  frames,  which 
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are  seldom  broken  or  debilitated  by  disease.  Probably  no  race  of 
men  enjoy  health  more  iiMilormly,  or  in  greater  perfection.  It  is  a 
fact  also  weU  ascertained,  and  jjeculiarly  encoui  aging  in  reference  to 
the  Africiui  climate,  tfiat  the  country  gradually  rises  from  the  sea- 
board into  the  interior,  and  that  between  these  two  regions,  there  exists 
a  difference  both  in  temperature  and  elevation  nearly  resembling  what 
is  found  in  our  own  Southern  Stages. 

'I'he- system  of  Goversiment  established  with  the  full  consent  of  the 
eolofiists  in  the  Autumn  of  18:24  and 'which  the  Managers  had  the 
happiness  to  represent  in  their  last  report,  as  ha\ing  thus  far  fuifiiled 
all  the  purposes  of  its  institution,  has  continued  its  operations  during 
the  yea"  without  the  least  irregularity,  and  with  undiminished  suc- 
eess.  The  repu'jiican  principle  is  introduced  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  youthful  and  unformed  character  of  the  settlement,  and  in  the 
election  of  their  oiiicers  t.'ie  Colonists  have  evinced  such  integrity  and 
judgment  as  afford  promise  of  early  preparation  for  all  tlie  duties  of 
self-government.  "The  civil  pierogati\es  aJid  government  of  the 
Colony,  and  tlie  body  of  the  laws  by  Ahich  they  ate  sustained,"  says 
the  C(d(tnial  Agent,  "are  the  pride  of  all.  I  am  happy  in  the  per- 
SHasii)n  I  have,  that  I  hold  the  balance  of  the  laws  in  the  midst  of  a 
people,  with  whom  the  fust  |)erciptihle  inclinatioji  of  the  sacred  scale 
determines,  authorWativily.  their' sentiments  and  their- conduct.  There 
are  individual  exceptions,  but  these  remarks  extend  to  the  body  of  the 
settlers." 

Tiie  moral  and  religious  character  of  the  Colony  exerts  a  powerful 
influence  on  its  social  and  civil  condition.  That  piety  w  hich  had  guid- 
ed most  of  the  early  emigrants  to  Liberia,  even  before  they  left  this 
country,  to  respectability  and  usefulness  among  their  associates,  pre- 
pai'ed  them,  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  Colony,  to  act  with  a  degree 
of  wisdom  and  energy  vvhicli  no  earthly  motives  could  inspii-e.  Hum- 
ble, and  for'  the  most  part  unlettered  men  ;  boi'n  and  bi'ed  in  circum- 
stances the  most  unfavorable  to  mental  culture;  unsustained  by  the 
hope  of  renown,  and  unfamiliar  with  the  histor-y  of  great  achieve- 
ments and  heroic  virtues,  theirs  was  nevertheless  a  s[)irit  unmoved  by 
dangers  or  by  suffei'ings,  which  misfor'tiines  could  not  darken,  nor 
death  dismay.  They  left  America,  and  felt  that  it  was  forever  :  they 
landed  in  Africa,  possibly  to  find  a  home,  bvjt  cei'tainly  a  grave. 
Strange  would  it  have  been  hud  the  r'e!igi*»n  of  every  individual  of 
these  early  settlers  proved  genuine;  but  immensely  changed  as  have 
been  their  circumstances,  anfl  severely  tried  their  faith,  most  have 
preserved  untarrrislied  the  honors  of  their  profession-  and  to  the  purity 
of  their  morals  and  the  consistency  of  their  conduct,  is  in  a  great 
measure  to  he  attributed  the  Sficial  order  and  general  prospei'i ty  of 
the  Colony  of  Liberia.  Their  example  has  proved  most  salutary; 
and  wliile  siibseqiicnt  emigrants  liave  found  themselves  awed  arid  re- 
strained, by  their  regularity,  seriousness,  and  devotioti.  the  poor  na- 
tives have  given  their- confrdence  and  acknou  iedged  t!ie  excellence  of 
practical  Christianity.  "It  deserves  recon!."  says  Mr-.  Ash'nun, 
*'tliat  religion  has  been  t!ie  princip'^l  ai^ent  emjjloved  in  laying  and 
confiriniiig    the  foundations  of  tlie  settlemsrnt.     To  thts  sentiment 
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rulinj^.  rostrairiinq.  and  actuating  the  minds  of  a  large  proportion  ol' 
tlio  colonifris.  nuist  be  lefoned  tlie  whole  strengih  oC  our  ci\il  govern- 
n)(Mit.'*  Examples  of  intomprranre,  profaneiipss,  or  licentioiisnesa, 
are  extremely  rare^;an(l  \ice,  wherever  it  exists,  is  obliged  to  seek 
concealment  from  the  public  eye.  The  Sabbath  is  universally  re- 
sppcted  ;  Sunday  schools,  botti  for  the  childieji  of  the  Colony  a-d  for 
the  natives,  are  established ;  all  classes  attend  regularly  upon  the 
woj'sliip  of  God  ;  some  cliaritable  associaticms  have  been  fornpcd  for 
tiie  beneftt  of  tlie  heatheti;  and  though  it  must  not  be  concealed,  that 
the  deep  concern  on  the  subject  of  reliffiftn.  which  resulted,  towards 
the  conclusion  of  the  year  i825,  in  the  public  profession  of  Chris- 
tianity b>  about  fifty  Colonists,  has  in  a  measure  subsided,  and  some 
fe«v  casts  of  deliiiquency  since  occurred  ;  and  thougli  there  are  faults 
growing  out  of  the  early  condition  and  habits  of  the  settlers  which 
reciuire  amendment;  yet  the  Managers  have  reason  to  believe  that 
tin  re  is  a  vast  and  increasing  preponderance  on  the  side  of  correct 
principle  and  virtuous  practice.  One  gratifying  instance  has  occur- 
red in  wiiicii  two  Methodist  Societies,  long  separated,  have  been  in- 
duc?d  by  jnstcr  views,  unanimously  to  unite  in  the  same  discipline 
and  worship.  On  //)/.s  subject  the  Managers  will  only  add,  that  the 
moral  interests  of  the  Colony  have  been  most  essentially  promoted 
by  the  eminent  piety  and  labors  of  its  ministers. 

The  agriculture  of  the  Colony  has  received  less  attention  than  its 
importance  demands.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact,  that 
the  labor  of  the  seitlers  has  been  applied  to  objects  conducing  more 
immediately  to  their  subsistence  and  comfort.  They  have  been  too 
much  occupied  in  the  construction  of  houses  and  public  buildings, 
and  in  conducting  a  piofitable  trallic  with  the  natives,  to  leave  much 
time  to  make  permanent  impjovements  on  their  plantations.  The 
best  methods  of  cultivation  a[)pear  to  be  imperfectly  understood,  and 
the  lands  which  were  early  cleared  on  the  cape,  are  inferior  to  those 
more  recently  surveyed  and'  allotted  to  emigrants  on  the  St.  Paul's. 
Crops  which  exhibited  the  fairest  piomise  until  near  the  time  of  har- 
vest, have  been  severely  injured  by  the  various  and  numerous  ani- 
mals and  insects  which  inhabit  the  neighborinsf  forests.  "  The  culti- 
vation of  a  larger  number  of  contiguous  farnvs  will  tend  to  preserve 
them  all  from  depredations,"  and  these  destroyers  can  hardly  retaia 
their  "  accustomed  haunts"  another  season. 

It  will  not,  the  Board  trust,  be  concluded  that,  because  more  might 
have  been  done  for  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony,  what  has 
been  ellccted  is  inconsideiable.  I  wo  hundird  and  twenty-four  plan- 
tations, of  from  five  to  te!»  acres  each,  were,  in  June  last,  occuj)ied  by 
the  settlers,  and  most  of  them  are  believed  to  lie  at  present  undei' 
cultivation.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  of  these  are  on  Cape  Montse- 
rado,  tliirty-tliree  on  Stockton  creek,  (denominated  the  iialfvsay 
Farms,  because  nearly  equidistant  from  \lonrovia  and  Caldwell,  tho 
St.  Paul's  settlement,)  and  seventy-seven  at  the  confluence  of  Stockton 
creek  with  the  St.  Paul's. 

The  St.  Paul's  Ttrritory  includes  the  llalfwa>  Farms. -^nd  is  re- 
presented as  a  beautiful  tract  of  country,  coujparatively  open,  well 
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watered  and  fertile,  and  still  further  recommended  as  having  been, 
for  agf^s,  selected  by  the  natives,  on  account  of  its  productiveness,  for 
their  rice  and  cassada  plantuhons.  The  aajiicultural  habits  of  r'se 
prt'scnt  occupants  of  this  tract,  concur  with  the  advatita.s^es  of  th'ir 
situation,  in  ufFordiu,;:^  promise  of  success  to  their  exertions.  '  Vo- 
thiug,''  says  the  Colonial  Ajaietit,  *' but  circumstances  of  the  ',?■  »st 
extiaordinary  nature,  can  prevent  them  from  making  their  way  di^ 
rectly  to  respectability  and  ahundance." 

Oxen  were  trained  to  labor  in  the  Colony  in  1825,  and  it'vast!;-n 
expected  that  the  plough  would  be  introduced  in  the  course  of  amr  r 
year.  Although  commerce  has  thus  far  taken  the  lead  of  aT' icuJtu?  0, 
yet  the  excellence  of  the  soil,  the  small  amount  of  lahoi  "d  '  r 

its  cultivation,  and  the  value  and  abundance  of  its  p:-  m  ft 

fail,  finally,  to  render  the  latter  the  more  cherished,  as  it  1.  '  , 

the  more  important  interest  of  the  Ctdony. 

The  trade  of  Liberia  has  increased  vvith  a  rapidity  almost  uv.<  1- 
pled,  and  while  it  has  supplied  the  colonists  not  only  v/ith  the  iu^  5- 
saries,  but  with  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  life,  the  good  faith 
with  which  it  has  been  conducted,  has  conciliated  the  friendship  ot  tiie 
natives,  and  acquired  the  confidence  of  foreigners. 

The  regulations  of  the  Colony  allowing  no  credits,  except  by  writ- 
ten permission,  and  requiring  the  barter  to  be  carried  on  through  fac- 
tories establisiied  for  the  purpose-,  has  increased  the  profits  of  the 
traffic,  and  prevented  numerous  evils  which  must  have  attended  upon 
a  more  unrestiicted  license. 

Between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  15th  of  July,  1826,no  less  than 
fifteen  vessels  touched  at  Monrovia  and  purchased  the  produce  of  the 
country,  to  the  amount,  according  to  the  best  probable  estimate,  of 
g43, 980,  African  value.  The  exporters  of  this  produce  realize,  on 
the  sale  of  the  goods  given  in  barter  for  it,  a  profit  of  S  2 1,990,  and 
on  the  freight,  of  §8,786,  making  a  total  profit  of  830,786. 

A  gentleman  in  Portland  has  commenced  a  regular  trade  with  the 
Colony,  and  for  his  last  cargo  landed  in  Liberia,  amounting  to  8  8,000, 
he  received  payment  in  the  course  of  ten  days.  The  advantages  of 
this  trade  to  the  Colony,  arc  manifest  from  the  high  price  of  labor, 
(that  of  mechanics  being  two  dollars  per  day.  and  that  of  common 
laborers  from  75  cents  to  S  1  25  cents,)  and  from  the  easy  and  com- 
fortable circumstances  of  the  settlers.  *'An  interesting  family, 
twelve  months  in  Africa,  destitute  of  the  means  of  furnishing  an  abun- 
dant table,  is  not  known;  and  an  individual,  of  whatever  age  or  sex, 
without  an  ample  provision  of  decent  apparel,  cannot,  it  is  believed, 
be  found  "  "Every  family,"  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  "and  nearly  every 
single  adult  |>erson  in  the  Colony,  has  the  means  of  employing  from 
one  to  four  native  laborers,  at  an  expense  of  from  four  to  six  dollars 
the  month  ;  and  several  of  the  settlers,  when  called  upon  in  conse- 
quence of  sudden  emt*rgencies  of  the  public  service,  have  made  re- 
peated advances  of  merchantable  produce,  to  the  amount  of  aOO  to 
600  dollars  each.'* 

The  Managers  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  efforts  of  the  Colonial 
Agent  to  enlarge  the  'J'erritout  of  Liberia,  and  particularly  to  bring 
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un«ler  tlie  govorunicnt  of  the  Colony  a  moic  ex(eti»]ed  lino  of  coast, 
liavp  been  jiulicious  and  energetic,  and  in  nciiily  every  instance  result- 
ed in  complete  success.  Fronj  (ape  Mnunt  to  liadetown,  a  distance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  Col«)nial  ejoveitiment  has  acquired 
partial  juiisdiction.  Four  of  the  most  important  stations  on  this 
tract,  includina;  Motitserado,  belonja;  to  the  Society,  either  by  actual 
purchase,  or  by  a  (U  ed  of  perpetual  lease  ;  and  such  nec^otiations  have 
been  entered  upon  wilh  the  chiefs  of  the  country,  as  amount  to  a  pre- 
clusion of  all  Europeans  fiom  any  possessions  willun  these  limits. 
The  fine  Territory  of  the  St.  i'aul's  now  (Kcupied  by  settlers,  was 
described  in  the  last  annual  report  of  tlte  Socii'ty. 

The  territory  of  Young  SesttMs,  lectiitly  ceded  to  the  Society,  is 
ninety  miles  Sout'i  of  iMontserado,  in  the  hiids;.  o^a  ««i>  produ(tive 
rice  country,  alfording  also  larjsie  quantifies  of  paiui  cil,  camwood, 
and  ivory.  The  tract  gtanted  to  the  Lolony  includes  the  b«  d  of  the 
Sesters  river,  and  all  tlie  land  on  each  side,  to  the  distance  of  half  a 
league,  and  extending  longitudinally  from  the  river's  mouth  to  its 
souice.  In  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  Chief  of 
the  country  has  constructed  a  commodious  store  house,  and  put  a 
number  of  laborers  sufficient  for  the  cultivation  of  a  rice  plantation 
♦)f  forty  acies,  under  ths  direction  of  a  res])ectable  colonist,  who  takes 


charge  of  the  establishment. 


1  he  riglif  of  use  and  occupancy  has  also  been  obtained  to  a  region 
of  country  on  the  South  biaiich  of  the  St.  John's  ri\er,  North  nine 
miles  from  Young  Seslers,  and  the  trading  factory  established  there, 
under  the  si^jerintendence  of  a  family  from  Monrovia,  has  already 
proved  a  valuable  source  of  income  to  the  Colony.  Kice  is  also 
here  to  be  cultivated,  and  the  Chief  who  cedes  the  territory  agrees 
to  furnish  the  labor. 

The  upright  and  exemplary  conduct  of  the  individual  at  the  head 
of  this  establishment,  has  powerfully  impressed  the  natives  with  the 
superiority  of  civilized  and  Chiistian  men,  and  with  the  iujportance 
of  inviting  them  to  settle  in  their  country  ;  and  consc(juently.  the 
offer  made  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the  purchase  of  Factory  Island, 
has  been  accepted  by  its  j)ropiietor.  This  Island  is  in  the  river  St. 
Jolin's,  four  miles  from  its  mouth,  from  fnc  to  six  miles  in  length, 
and  one  third  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  among  the  most  beautiful 
and  fertile  spots  in  Africa.  A  few  families  are  about  to  take  up  their 
residence  upon  it.  and  prepare  for  founding  a  settlement.  *' which 
cannot  fail,"  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  '*  in  a  few  years,  to  be  second  to  no 
other  in  the  Colony,  except  Monrovia." 

Negotiations  are  als{»  in  progress  with  the  Chiefs  of  Cape  Mount, 
which,  if  successful,  will  secure  to  the  Colony  the  whole  trade  of  that 
station,  estimated  at  S  50.000  per  annum,  and  may  ultimately  lead 
to  its  annexation  to  the  territories  of  Liberia.  "The  whole  countiy 
between  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town,"  observes  Mr.  Ashmun,  ••  is 
rich  in  soil  and  other  natural  advantages,  and  capable  of  sustaining 
a  numerous  and  civilize  d  po[!ulation  btyond  almost  any  other  conn- 
try  on  earth.     Leaving  ths  ^a-board,  the  traveller,  every  where,  at 
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the  distanre  of  a  very  few  miles,  enters  iipon  a  uniform  upland  coun- 
try, of  moderate  clevalion,  intersected  by  iunuinerabie  rivulets, 
abouiidiui;  in  sprini^s  of  unfailins^  water,  and  covered  with  a  verdure 
which  knows  no  otiier  charij^es  except  tiiose  vvhicli  refresh  at>d  renew 
its  beauties.  The  country  directly  on  the  sea.  although  verdant  and 
fruitl'til  to  a  high  degree,  is  fou:!d  every  where  to  yield,  in  both  re- 
spects, to  the  itsterior'' 

Mui  h  progiess  has  been  made  the  Jast  year,  in  the  construction  of 
public  buildings  and  works  ol'  defence,  though,  with  adequate  sup- 
plies of  lumber,  more  might  doubtless  have  been  accomplished-  Two 
handsome  churrhes,  erected  solely  by  the  colonists,  now  adorn  the 
village  of  Monrovia.  Foi't  Sfockton  has  been  rebuilt  in  a  style  of 
strength  and  beauty.  A  receptacle  capable  of  accommodating  one 
hundred  artd  fifty  emigrants,  isconi|>leted.  The  new  Agency  House, 
Market  House,  Lancasterian  School,  and  Town  House,  in  iVronrovia, 
were,  some  months  since,  far  advanced,  and  the  finishing  strokes  were 
about  to  be  given  to  tiie  Government  Hcjuse  on  the  St.  Paul's.  The 
wing  of  the  old  Agency  House  has  been  '"handsomely  fitted  up  foi* 
the  Colonial  Library,  which  now  consist,  of  1200  volumes,  systemati- 
cally arranged  in  glazed  cases,  with  appropriate  hangings.  Ail  the 
books  are  substantially  covcr-ed,  and  accur-ateiy  labelled;  and  files 
of  more  than  ten  newspapers,  more  or  less  complete,  are  preserved. 
The  library  is  fitted  up  so  as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  reading  room, 
and  it  is  intended  to  inake  rt  a  misscum  of  a!l  the  natural  curiosities 
of  Africa,  which  can  be  procur-ed.'' 

No  etfor'ts  have  been  spared  to  place  the  Colony  in  a  state  of  ade- 
quate defence,  and  while  it  is  regarded  as  perfectly  secure  from  the 
native  forces,  it  is  hoped  and  believed  tlrat  it  may  sustain  itself 
against  any  piratical  assaults.  **  The  establishment  Iras  fifteen  large 
car-riage  guns  and  three  small  pivot  guns,  all  fit  for  service."  Fort 
Stockton  overlooks  the  whole  town  of  Monrovia,  and  a  strong  double 
battery  is  now  building  on  the  height  of  Thompson  Town,  near  the 
extremity  of  the  Cape,  which  it  is  thought  will  afford  pr'otection  to 
vessels  anchoring  in  the  roadstead.  The  militia  of  the  Colony  con- 
sists of  two  corps  appropriately  uniformed,  one  of  Aj'tillery  of  about 
fifty  merr,  the  other-  of  Iisfavitry  of  forty  men,  and  on  various  occa- 
.sions  have  they  proved  themselves  deficient  neither  in  discipline  or 
courage. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  Managers  to  express  the  regret  excited  by 
the  reflection  that  the  system  of  education  in  the  Colony,  second  as  it 
is  to  no  one  of  its  interests,  is  exti'emely  defective,  and  that  the  be.st 
endeavors  to  improve  it  have,  fav  tlio  present,  been  arres';ed  by  the 
ordinations  of  an  all  wise  but  mysterious  Providence^  Several  pri- 
mary schools  continue  in  opej'ation.  but  the  ability  of  the  teachers  is 
only  equal  to  tlie  communication  of  the  mere  rudiments  of  knowledge. 
The  plan  of  instruction  comnrenced  by  the  Rev.  Mr  •  Holton,  promised 
inestimable  benefits,  but  his  sudden  and  lamented  decease  has  shaded 
the  prospect  which  seemed  so  fairly  opening,-  for  the  inteilectual  im- 
provement of  the  Colony.  It  is  hopod  that  men  of  colour  may  be 
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rmind.  qiialiiied  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  teachers,  and  thus  prevent 
the  reciirr(Micc  of  so  sad  a  disappointment.  Ret^ardins;  this  suliject 
as  one  of  vital  ioterest  the  Managers  will  not  fail  to  give  to  it  tlie 
most  sedulous  and  unremitted  attention. 

It  is  a  fact,  wJiich  cannot  fail  to  awaken  in  this  meeting  the  deep- 
est concern,  that  the  record^  of  the  Colony  afford  abundant  and  une- 
quivocal evidence  of  the  undiniiiiished  extent  and  atrocity  of  the  Afri- 
can Slave  Trade,  From  eight  to  ten.  and  even  fifteen  vessels  have 
been  engiiged  at  the  sanie  time  in  this  odious  traffic,  almost  within 
reach  oi"  the  gnrs  of  Liberia;  and  as  late  as  July,  18:5,  there  were 
^'existing  contracts  for  eiglit  hundred  slaves,  to  be  furi>ished  in  tlie 
short  space  of  four  months."  v  ithin  eight  miles  of  Monrovia.  I^oup 
hundred  of  tliese  were  to  be  purchased  for  t\\o  American  slavers.  A 
boat  bi'iojigir  g  to  a  Frenchman,  having  on  board  tweiit}  six  slaves, 
all  in  irons,  was  in  September,  1825,  uj;set  in  the  n)ouih  of  the  St. 
Paul's  and  twenty  of  their  nu«nbcr  perished.  I'his  is  one  of  the  les- 
ser S(  enes  of  tragedy,  says  the  Colonial  x\gent.  which  are  daily  acting 
in  this  wretched  country.  t>ut  the  crimes  of  these  lawless  invaders 
of  human  liberty  are  not  confisied  to  their  acknowledged  profession; 
they  defy  the  laws  of  all  civilized  nations,  and  engitge  in  every  spe- 
cies of  piracy. 

The  crew  of  a  Spanish  schooner  recently  hoarded  and  robbed  an 
English  brig,  lying  at  anchor  off  <  a|)e  Montserado  tlie  captain  of 
the  latter  bf^ing  at  the  time  in  Monrovia.  The  aid  <.f  the  Cidonial 
Agent  was  invoked  for  the  punishment  of  the  offence,  who  felt  hini« 
self  obliged,  from  regard  to  his  own  safety,  not  to  leave  unrn>ticed  so 
flagrant  a  violntion  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  offer  of  a  number  af 
the  Cohmial  militia,  to  proceed  immediately  to  take  possession  of  the 
factory  built  by  the  master  of  the  pis  aticaJ  vessel,  a  few  miles  from 
Monrovia-  was  accepted,  and  the  exptdition  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  fourtee'i  slaves,  and  the  entire  destrurtion  of  the  establishment. 
A  lew  III  tl:e  poor  Africans  thus  relieved  from  their  manacles,  ignor- 
ant of  the  language  of  the  settlement,  and  unable  to  appreciate  the 
motives  which  led  to  their  capture,  and  the  benevolence  v\hich  was 
btill  operating  for  their  benefit,  fled  from  the  Colony,  and  were  soon 
after  taken  by  the  natives,  and  sold  to  a  Frenchman  who  was  then 
eni|)l(»yed  in  purchasing  slaves  on  the  St.  Paul's.  When  their  situa- 
tion was  made  known,  the  Colonial  Agent  demanded  that  they  should 
immediately  be  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  of  the  Colony.  A 
peremptoiy  refusal  having  been  made  to  this  demand,  it  wa.s  judged 
ne(essary  to  attempt  theit  recovery  by  force,  which  was  speedily  ef- 
fected, and  possession  at  the  same  time  obtained  of  the  whole  number 
of  slaves  at  the  factory,  amounting  in  all  to  ninety-nine. 

About  tlie  same  time,  two  or  three  others  of  these  recaptured  Afri- 
cans, who  had  escaped  from  the  Colony,  were  conveyed  by  the  na- 
tives to  a  factory  at  Frade  Town,  a  slave  mart,  one  hundred  miles 
South  of  Cape  Montserado.  and  the  most  notorious  one  existing  be- 
tween ^  a[)e  I'aimas  ami  Sierra  Leone. 
An  effort  to  recover  these  individuals,  peaceably,  proved  entirely 
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ansiiccessfnl.  It  was  known  also,  that  one  of  tlie  three  vessels  then 
waitiifg  lor  their  compleirjent  of  slaves  at  I'lade  Town,  had  commit- 
ted various  piratical  acts  since  her  arrival  on  the  coast  Justified, 
therefore,  as  was  believed,  by  those  principles  of  ri.e;ht  which  ouj^ht  to 
govern  all  human  actions  the  A^ent,  attended  witli  thirty  two  volun- 
teers from  the  Colony,  assisted  by  the  t  olombian  armed  schooner 
Jacinta  Caj)tain  Chase,  immediately  embarked  for  Trade  Tr)vsn.  de- 
tained the  two  \essels,  (the  third  having  been  previously  captured  by 
a  French  brij^  of  war)  effected  a  landinj*,  seized  fifty  three  slaves, 
and  reduced  all  the  stores  and  buildings  of  the  factory  to  ashes. 

These  bold  and  energetic  measures  have  done  much  towards  the 
exclusion  of  the  Slave  Trade  from  this  part  of  Africa  and  have  in- 
deed banished  it  entirely  (at  least  foi-  the  present)  from  the  whole  dis- 
trict of  country  between  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town.  But  the 
Managers  cannot  hope  that  a  traffic  so  long  established,  so  gainful, 
so  extensive,  and  which  enlists  in  its  support  so  many  of  the  deep 
and  malignant  vices  of  the  heart,  will  be  exterminated,  without  more 
decided  and  combined  measures,  than  have  ever  yet  been  adopted  by 
the  Powers  of  the  Christian  World. 

The  influence  of  the  Colony  with  the  natives  is  great  and  increas- 
ing, and  resulting,  as  it  does,  principally,  fi-om  the  integrity  and 
kindness  manifested  towards  tiiem  by  the  Colonial  Government  in  all 
its  tiansactions,  may  be  expected  to  be  pei-manent.  They  begin  to 
feel  the  superior  advantages  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure,  through 
the  settlement,  by  lawful  trade,  those  articles  which  were  formerly 
acquii'ed  only  by  the  sale  of  their  brethren.  "No  man  of  the  least 
consideration  in  the  country,"  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  *'will  desist  from 
his  importunities  until  one,  at  least,  of  his  sons  is  fixed  in  some  set- 
tler's family  We  h/ive  their  confidence  and  friendship,  and  these 
built  on  the  fullest  conviction  that  we  are  incapable  of  betraying  the 
one.  or  violating  the  other." 

Here  the  Manager's  pause,  to  pay  a  mournful  and  affectionate  tri- 
bute of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  dead  The  Rev  Horace  Ses- 
sions, the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  and  Mr.  Charles  L.  Force;  the  two 
former  Agents  of  the  Society,  and  the  latter  employed  as  printer  for 
tiie  African  Colony,  have  been  called  from  tlie  field  of  toil  on  which 
they  had  but  just  commenced  exertions  most  honorai)le  to  themselves, 
and  useful  to  the  Society  to  the  invisible  and  eternal  world.  Mr. 
Sessions  supeiintended  the  embarkation  of  the  emigrants  by  the  Vine, 
and  accompanied  tliem  to  Liberia,  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  informa- 
tion which  might  enable  him  moie  successfully  to  prosecute  ati  Agency 
for  the  Society  in  the  United  States-  Mr.  Holton  had  devoted  him- 
self with  a  martyr's  spirit,  to  Africa,  and  iiis  instructions  and  mis- 
sionary labors  in  the  Colony,  promised  greatly  to  advance  its  lite- 
rary, moral,  and  religious  interests.  But  the  will  of  Heaven  has  re- 
moved them,  and  to  that  will  it  becomes  us  to  bow,  in  humble  confi- 
dence, that  He  who  prepared  them  for  usefulness  in  life  will  not  leave 
to  perish  the  itifluence  of  their  examj)le. 

The  events  which  have  occurred  in  the  United  States  during  the 
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year,  favorable  to  this  Institution,  are  too  numerous  to  be  given  in 
detail,  aod  too  impMiiant  to  be  ht't  uniiotired  Tliey  b^ve  been  such 
as  inusi  roiitirin  the  fairli  of  tbe  wavering,  stren<:;fbeii  tbe  ( oiifidence 
of  Ihe  ii'iesolute.  ar\d  stimulate  tbe  decided  friends  of  oui-  cause  to 
liii^liei'  and  nt)l)ler  exertinns. 

The  numbt  r  of  subsriibei's  to  the  African  !?epository  and  Colonial 
Journal,  lias  very  juucli  increased,  and  it  is  circulated  at  present  in 
nearly  every  Siate  of  tbe  Union- 

Tbe  Maitaj2;ers  'lave  heard  v\ith  pleasure  that  an  institution  denomi- 
nated tbe  Kf>sciusk«»  school,  lias  been  founded  in  New  Jersey,  Hud  that 
one  of  its  pioaiineni  oj)Jects  is  to  rjualify  younjij  men  of  colour  fn-  uf-e- 
fulness  in  Libei-ia.  Tlie  natne  of  Kosciusko  is  associated  with  this 
school,  in  honor  of  that  ilkntrious  individual,  wbo.  on  his  final  de- 
parture from  America,  intrusted  to  Mr.  Jefferson  a  fund  to  be  applied 
by  bim  to  the  purchase  and  education  of  African  slaves,  vvbi(  h  fund 
is,  on  certain  conditions,  to  be  ap|)ropriated  to  tbe  benefit  of  Ibis  Semi- 
nary, «bit,h  V,  ill  long  stand,  we  trust,  a  monument  of  tbe  charity  of 
tbat  noble  foreigner-,  whose  valor  and  ser  vices,  in  the  cause  of  fi  ecdom 
and  humanity,  are  revered  tliioughout  our  country  and  tbe  civilized 
■world. 

Tbe  free  people  ofcolour  are  becoming  more  generally  and  decidedly 
favorable  to  the  views  of  the  Society,  and  many  of  the  best  informed 
and  n»ost  industrious,  have  lesolved  upon  an  early  removal  to  Lshe- 
ria-  In  Baltimore  they  have  lecently.  in  a  memorial  to  the  whites, 
im|)loted  the  means  of  emigration,  and  expressed  their  full  conviction 
of  the  benevolence  and  wisdom  of  the  plans  of  tbe  Society. 

The  l'ler\gy  of  nearly  all  denominations  ha\e  taken  occasion,  on 
tbe  Anniversary  of  our  Natioi.ui  Independence,  or  on  t/ie  Sabbath 
immediately  preceding  or  succeeding  that  day,  to  explain  to  their 
Congregations  our  desin:n,  and  solicit  contributions  in  its  behalf;  the 
amount  of  >vhicb  has,  it  is  believed,  exceeded  any  similar  collections 
in  former  yea«'S. 

Tbe  brig  Doiis  is  now  preparing  to  sail  to  Liberia,  with  a  con- 
siderable immber  of  emigrants,  most  of  whom  are  from  North  Caro- 
lina 

The  repor  ts  of  the  Agents  employed  by  the  Society-in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  are  of  the  mosr  encouraging  character,  and 
prove  tbat  a  deep  rapid,  and  extensive  change,  favorable  to  the  in- 
tei-ests  of  this  Instrtution,  is  taking  place  in  the  public  mirrd.  More 
than  twenty  Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  formed  in  the  course  of  the 
year*.  Among  these  is  the  CoUmization  Societij  of  the  i^tafe  uj'  Femi' 
S7//TCrtn7a.  which,  from  its  situation,  (Philadelphia.)  the  enerj^y  with 
which  it  has  commenced  operation,  an<l  the  liher-ality  which  has  thus 
early  been  evinced  in  its  support,  may  be  exjiecled  to  act  vei'y  elfect- 
ivelv  in  aid  of  our  cause. 

Tb'  Managers  are  peculiarly  gratified  to  know,  tbat  tbe  citizens 
of  tbe  Wesetii  States  begin  highly  to  ap|)i-eciate  tlie  objects  of  tbe  So- 
ciety, and  iliat  they  are  almost  unanimously  disjiosed  to  countenance 
and  sustain  tliem.     They  have  this  day  received  intelligence  of  the 
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organization  of  a  State  Society  in  Ohio,  under  ciirumsiances  so  cheer- 
ing as  to  justify  the  prediction  that  it  will  prove  antong  the  most  im- 
portant Auxiliaries  in  the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  may  not  the  Managers  be  permitted  to  express  the 
liope  that  this  work,  so  auspiciously  commenced,  but  (ov  the  comple- 
tion of  which  private  charity  must  pi-ovc  inadequate  appealing,  as  it 
does,  equally  to  our  duty  and  interest — to  the  Christian  wh<»  recog- 
nizes in  man-  wherever  he  is  found,  an  heir  of  immortality — to  the 
statesman,  who  would  build  up  his  country's  glory  on  her  justice  and 
magnatiimity — may  be  regarded  as  strictly  national,  woithy  of  the 
most  earnest  attention  and  iiberal  pationageof  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  and  of  the  Federal  Government. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. — ^prit  18, 

1818. 

■V.*'"' 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  **  Presi- 
dent and  I>oard  of  Managers  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,"  have,  according  to  or- 
der, had  the  same  under  their  attentive  consideration. 

RefcrriugTo  the  memorial  itself,  and  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  slave  trade,  to  the  I4th  Congress,  your  comtnittee  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  a  new  interest  has  been  recently  imparted  to  the  benevolent 
enterprise  of  the  memorialists  by  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination 
of  that  odious  tiaflic,  which  has  been  so  long  the  crime  of  Euro})e, 
the  scourge  of  Africa,  and  the  affliction  and  disgrace  of  America. 
Sjiaio  and  Portugal  have  nt  length  concurred  in  that  Just  and  humane 
policy  of  the  United  i>tates,  which  Great  Britain  was  the  fust  to 
imitate,  and  which,  by  her  liberal  and  unremitting  zeal,  she  has  suc- 
cessfully extended  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

So  far  as  the  civilzation  of  Africa,  the  victim  of  this  inhuman 
tratKc,  is  embraced  among  the  views  of  the  memorialists,  the  removal 
of  this  formidable  imjiediment  to  their  success,  is  calculated  to  elevate 
the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  and  to  secure  to  their  enterprise  a 
larger  share  of  public  cotfidence. 

America  cannot  but  sympathize  in  the  wish  to  redeem  from  ig- 
norance, barbarism,  and  superstition,  a  continent  of  vast  extent, 
spread  out  beneath  every  climate,  embracing  every  variety  of  soil, 
and  inhabited  by  a  much  itjjured  and  degraded  portion  of  the  human 
race. 

But  your  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging  that  they 
derive  a  yet  sttofiger  incentive  to  recommend  this  enterprise  to  the 
countenance  and  favor  of  the  House,  from  considerations  peculiar  to 
the  Lnited  States  These  were  presented  to  the  la  t  Congress  by  the 
report  to  which  your  committee  liavc  referred,  and  they  deem  it  un- 
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necessary,  tliereforo,  to  press  them  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
Tliev  raundt,  however,  forbear  to  remark,  that  time  is  uiiceasiiigly 
aj^gravatitie^all  those  domestir  evils,  for  which  the  memorialists  pro- 
pose ti.e  only  C(mi|)etent  remedy,  and  that  the  most  aospii  ions  cir- 
cumstances conspi>e  at  present  to  promote  its  sncressCul  application. 

Europe,  afrer  passing  throuj^h  a  war  of  unprecedented  extent  and 
calamity,  enjoys  a  repose  which  she  has  rarely  known,  and  which,  for 
the  honor  of  hnmanit)  .  it  may  he  hoped  she  will  he  disposed  tosij^nalize 
by  some  act  of  distnti^uishcd  {>;erierosity.  She  will  not,  surely,  be 
content  with  a  more  foibearatice  of  fuithf-r  injustice,  but  seek  to  re- 
pair the  \vi-ona:s  wliich  she  has  inilirted  ujion  ;ui  unhappy  race  of  pien. 
^  The  people  of  die  United  -tales  have  retired  IVom  titesame  ronllirt, 

to  enjoy  a  pros|)erity  which  lias  never  been  surpassed  in  the  history  of 
the  nc.rld.  Respected  abroad,  tiiey  possess  abundance,  tranquillity, 
and  happiness,  at  home, 

A  survey  of  su.  h  blessinc;s.  naturally  inspire  a  sentiment,  the  ex- 
istence of  vvhirh  is  illustrated  not  only  by  the  formation  of  the  society 
frt^m  which  this  memorial  proceeds,  a  society  embraciue^  individuals 
of  every  religious  and  political  denomination,  and  inhabitants  of  eve- 
ry State  in  this  wide-spread  Union,  hut  by  the  almost  unanimous  pro- 
ce;*dingsof  tlie  Legislatures  of  Virginia,  Maryland.  Tentiessee,  and 
Georgia,  either  recommending  or  countenancing  the  same  benevolent 
object. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  which 
dictated  the  resolutions  nnd  acts  of  those  particular  States,  is  confin- 
ed to  themselves  alone.  1  heir  neiglibors,  alike  circumstanced,  ac- 
tuated by  t!ie  same  interests  and  feelings,  will  be  conducted  to  the 
same  conclusion,  in  relation  to  questions  not  only  of  vital  imj)ortance 
to  them,  but,  in  their  remote  bearing,  of  scarcely  less  moment  to  the 
stabiliry  and  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Societies  which  are  daily  springing 
up  in  other  quarters  of  the  United  States,  evince  that,  if  the  feelings 
■wiiich  animate  them  were  local  in  their  origin,  they  required  only  to 
be  manifested,  in  order  to  awaken  the  sympathy  and  to  serure  the 
co-operation  of  the  rest  of  America,  in  the  attainment  of  their  com- 
mon object. 

Your  committee  would  not  thus  favorably  regard  the  prayer  of  the 
memorialists,  if  it  S(»ught  to  impair  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  rights 
of  private  property,  or  the  yet  more  sacred  rights  of  personal  liber- 
ty, secured  to  e\cvy  description  of  freemen  in  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  the  subsequent  acts 
and  declarations,  as  well  as  the  high  character  of  the  memorialists 
themselves,  added  to  the  most  obvious  interest  of  the  States  who 
have  recently  sanctioned  the  purpose,  or  leeognized  the  existence  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  exclude  the  remotest  apprehen- 
sion of  such  injustice  or  inhumanity. 

'I'he  memorialists  propose  to  attain  the  noblest  end  which  benevo. 
lence  can  conceive,  by  temperate  and  practirahle  means- 

As  prcliminaiy  to  their  success,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  acts  of 
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the  Government,  they  liave,  at  considerable  expense,  sent  out  aejents 
to  expl'ire  the  coast  of  x\fri(a.  and  to  sel<  ct  a  seat  for  ihcir  contem- 
plated cohmy.  Those  aejeiits  were  instructed  first  to  visit  Europe. 
Their  i-i  re|)tion  in  England,  and  the  intelliirencc  which  had  been  re- 
ceived from  them  down  to  the  period  of  their  late  embarkation  for  Af- 
rica, were  as  favorable  as  could  have  been  anticipated,  to  the  suc- 
cess of  their  mission. 

I'his  success,  however,  cannot  be  complete,  until  the  object  of  the 
memoiialists  shall  have  received  the  sanction,  and  their  efforts  the  aid 
of  the  Federal  (TO\eri:ment. 

If  their  memorial  does  not  furnish  sufficient  ground  for  the  inter- 
position of  the  National  Legislature,  in  their  bciialf  it  appeal's  to 
your  committee,  that  the  resolution  of  Virginia,  which  they  beg  leave 
to  subjoin  to  this  report.*  subsequently  sustained  by  a  similar  resolu- 
tion of  Maryland  and  Tennessee,  unquestionably  do  so. 

Whether  a  treaty  for  the  territory  of  the  proposed  colony  is  to  be 
opened  with  the  native  tribes  of  Africa,  or  with  theEjiropen  Govern- 
ments w'liich  claim  ceitain  portions  of  the  shores  of  that  continent, 
it  is  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  alone,  that  such  negotia- 
tion can  be  effected. 

The  seveial  States  having,  by  their  adoption  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, surrendei-ed  the  power  of  negotiation  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, have  an  undoubted  right  to  claim  the  exercise  of  that 
soveifign  authority  for  theii-  benefit,  whenever  itcari  be  exerted  con- 
sistently with  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  add  another,  to  them  a  very 
solemn  consideration,  as  an  inducement  for  the  exercise  of  this  au- 
thority in  the  manner  proposed  b}  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 
The  act  of  Congress  which  interdicts  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
subjects  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  engage  in  its  prosecu- 
tion, to  ujerited  punishment,  has  left  the  unfortunate  beings,  whom 
the  violations  of  this  law  are  daily  casting  upon  tlie  American  shore, 
to  the  separate  provisions  of  the  respective  States  within  whose  juris- 
diction they  may  chance  to  be  found. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  abstract  propriety  of  transferring  fiuch  an 
authority  over  the  pei-sons  and  liberty  of  these  foreigners  from  the 
national  to  the  State  Legislatures,  entertai-iing  no  apjirehension 
that  Congress  will  be  rendered  thereby  accessaiy  to  any  act  of  cruel- 
ty or  inhumanity  ;  it  must  be  yet  apparent,  that  the  individual  States 
have  a  ri^ht  to  require  tfie  aid  tiow  souglit  to  be  obtained  from  the 
General  Government,  in  oj  der  to  enable  tliemselves  to  discharge  the 
trust  reposed  in  tliem.  without  a  violation  of  their  local  policy,  or 
injustice  to  those  unfortunate  Africans,  placed  at  their  disposal 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  St;;tes. 

Your  committee  were  instructed  by  two  other  resolutions  of  the 
House,  to  inquire  into  the  expe<liency  of  making  more  effectual  pio- 
vision  by  law.  for  preventing  the  participation  of  the  citizens  (d  (he 
United  States  in  the  African  slave  trade,  and  of  cori'ccting  certain 

*  See  pages,  No.  24,  25,  40,  41. 
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abuses  which  arc  jiractisod  in  the  internal  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  Bull)  lliese  otjjects  lia\e  been  acroniplislied  by  bills  wbirli 
subseqiictnly  f»riginated  in  the  (itlier  branch  of  the  National  Let^isla- 
ture,  and  wliich  came  down  to  the  House  of  iiejn-cseniatives  under 
circumstances  wlii(  li  ensured  to  them  an  earlier  decision  than  would 
have  lollckNved  u  lejiort  from  your  c«)nimittee.  Tliey  hes;  leave  how- 
ever, to  r^nia'  U  that  the  benefK  ia!  cffoct  to  he  ex|>e(  ted  from  any  im- 
prisvemcnt  ()!  t'le  jne-ixistini;  laws  in  relation  to  the  former  species 
of  trallic,  which  commences  its  entei  prises  a_si^ainst  humanity  upon  a 
foreign  and  remote  coast,  atid  matures  it  upon  that  of  Amet  ica,  in 
su(  h  a  manner  as  to  elude  di  tectioji  by  ordinary  vigilance,  n»ust  de- 
pend on  the  efforts  of  another  hcHnch  of  the  (xovernment. 

It  does  not  become  your  cointnittec  to  do  more,  in  relation  to  this 
brancli  of  the  i'Hjuiry  (  harge*i  upon  them,  than  to  intimate  their 
o[)inion  that  no  act  of  hgi'^latii  n  wha'ever-  vvould  be  so  likely  to  put 
down  this  iniquitous  traflic.  as  the  multiplication  ot  the  revenue  cutters, 
upon  the  American  shores  nujst  frequented  by  the  vessels  engaged  in 
it.  and  the  em|)Ioynie<it  of  such  part  of  the  navy  as  would  be  best 
adapted  to  such  service,  in  occasional  visits  to  the  African  coast, 
at  the  seasofj  when  it  is  frt  (piented  l»v  the  same  descriptiors  of  vessels. 

Your  committee   therefore  ask  to  be  discharged    from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  second  and  third  resolutions,  to  whi'  h  they  have 
referred,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  tiie  House,  in  relation  to  the^p 
first,  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  Frrsidi  nt  of  the  Cuited  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  requ^-sted  to  take  such  nn^asures  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to 
ascertain  wliether  a  suitable  tcrr-itory  can  be  procured  on  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  for  coloniziiig  such  of  the  fiee  jieople  of  colour  of  the  United 
Svat>'s  as  may  be  wiilitig  to  avail  thenis'.^lves  of  such  an  asylum,  and 
to  erivei*  into  such  negotiation  with  the  naiive  tribes  of  Africa,  or 
Avith  one  or  more  of  the  Gtvernments  of  Eurojje,  as  mav  be  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  such  territory  and  to  secure  tr)  t!ie  confemplated 
colony  e\eiy  as'.va  >tage  which  he  may  deem  essential  to  its  future 
independence  and  prosperity. 


Itcporl  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred;  at  the  commenceme7ii 
of  the  prt'senf  session  of  Congress,  so  much  of  the  Fresideni*s  message 
as  reluits  to  the  Slave  Trade.  (1820.) 

The  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Memorial  of  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Socie<v  for  colonizing  the  fie»*  people  of  I'olour  of  the  United  v^tates, 
have,  accordinii  to  order,  had  utnler  consideration  the  several  sub- 
jects therein  embraced,  and  report  : 

Th^t  tlie  American  Society  was  instituted  in  the  city  of  Wasbing- 
toM.  on  the  2Stli  of  December.  1816.  for  the  berrevolent  purpose  of 
aflTMding  to  thf  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States  the  means 
of  establishing  one  or  more  independent  colonics  on  the  Western  coast 


of  Africa.  After  ascertaining,  by  a  mission  to  tliat  continent  and 
other  preliminarv  inquiries,  that  their  object  is  pra<  licuble,  the  So- 
ciety request  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, and  such  oiber  legislative  aid  as  their  enterprise  may  bo 
thonglit  to  merit  and  require. 

The  memoiialists  anticipate  from  its  success,  consequences  tjie  most 
beneficial  to  the  free  peopie  of  colour  themselves  ;  to  the  seveial  States 
in  which  they  at  present  reside;  and  to  that  continent  which  is  to 
be  the  seat  of  tjjeir  future  establishment.  Passing  by  the  foundafion 
of  these  anticipations,  which  will  be  seen  in  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Society,  and  their  former  memorials,  the  attention  of  the  committee 
has  been  particjilarly  drawn  to  the  connexion  which  the  memorialists 
have  traceil  between  their  purpose  and  the  policy  of  the  recent  act  of 
Congress,  for  the  mine  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  tiade. 

Experience  has  demojistrated  that  this  detestable  tratfic  can  be  no 
where  so  successfully  assailed  as  on  the  coast  upon  which  it  origi- 
nates. Not  only  does  the  collection  and  embarkation  of  its  unnatural 
cargoes  consume  more  time  than  their  subsequent  distribution  aud 
sale  in  tiie  market  for  which  they  are  destitied  ;  but  the  African  coast, 
frequented  by  the  slave  shij)s,  is  indented  with  so  few  commodious  or 
accessible  harbors,  that,  notwithstanding  its  great  extent,  it  could  be 
guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  a  few  active  ci-uisers.  If  to  these  be  add- 
ed colonies  of  civilized  blacks,  planted  in  commanding  situations 
along  that  coast,  no  slave  ship  could  possibly  escape  detection  ;  and 
thus  the  security,  as  well  as  the  enhanced  profit  which  now  cherish 
this  illicit  trade,  would  be  effectually  counteracted.  Such  colonies, 
by  diffusing  a  taste  for  legitimate  commerce  among  the  native  tribes 
of  that  fruitful  continent,  would  gradually  destroy  among  them  also, 
the  only  incentive  of  a  tralBc  which  has  hitiierto  rendered  all  Afri- 
can labor  insecure,  and  spread  desolation  over  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful regions  of  the  globe.  The  colonies,  and  the  armed  vessels  em- 
ployed in  watching  tlse  African  coast,  while  they  co  operated  alike 
in  the  cause  of  humanity,  would  atftjrd  to  each  other  mutual  succour. 

There  is  a  single  consideration  however,  added  to  the  preceding 
view  of  this  subject,  which  ap|)ears  to  your  committee,  of  itself  con- 
clusive of  the  tendency  of  the  views  of  the  memorialists  to  further  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  od  of  March,  1819.  That  act  not  only  revokes 
the  authority  antecedently  given  lo  the  several  State  and  Territorial 
governments,  to  dispose,  as  they  pleased,  of  those  Africans  v»  ho  might 
be  liberated  by  the  tribunals  of  the  United  States,  but  authorizes  and 
requires  the  President  to  restoie  them  to  their  native  country.  The 
unavoidable  consequence  of  this  just  and  humane  provision,  is,  to  re- 
quire some  preparation  to  be  made  for  their  temporary  succour,  on 
being  rclanded  upon  the  African  shore.  And  no  preparation  can 
prove  so  congeniaJ  to  its  own  object,  or  so  economical  as  rcg;irds  the 
government  charged  with  this  charitable  duty,  as  that  which  would 
be  found  in  a  colony  of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States. 
Sustained  by  the  recommendations  of  numerous  societies  in  every  part 
of  the  Ujiitcd  States,  and  the  ap{»roving  voim  of  tho  lee;islativo  a^ 
10 
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semblics  ol"  several  States,  without  inquirin.ej  info  any  other  tendency 
of  tlie  objert  of  the  memorialists,  your  roinnjittee  ilo  not  hesitate  to 
j)rnn()Utice  it  deserving;  of  the  rouiiteuauce  and  suj)|)ort  oCthe  General 
Go\ernmerit.  The  extent  to  which  these  .shall  be  carried  is  a  ques- 
tion not  Sf)  easily  defeiinined. 

The  memorialists  do  not  ask  the  Government  to  assume  the  juris- 
diction of  the  I  ei  ritory,  oi-  to  become,  in  any  dej^ree  whatever,  re- 
sponsible for  the  future  safety  or  tran(|uillity  of  the  contemplated 
colony.  They  have  prudently  t!iou;4;ht  that  its  extei'nal  peace  and 
security  would  be  most  efftctually  ecuarded,  by  an  appeal,  in  its  be- 
half, to  tlie  philantrojjliy  of  the  civilized  world  ;  and  to  that  sentiment 
of  retributive  justice,  with  which  all  Christendom  is  at  present  ani- 
mated towards  a  much  injured  continent. 

Of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  General  Government  to  grant 
the  limited  aid  contemplated  by  the  accompanyini^  bills  and  resolu- 
tions, your  committee  presume  theie  c-in  exist  no  shadow  of  doubt; 
and  they  leave  it  to  a  period  of  greater  national  jjcosperity  to  deter- 
mine, how  far  the  authority  of  Congress,  the  resources  of  the  National 
Government,  and  the  welfaie  and  happiness  of  the  United  States,  will 
wariant,  or  require  its  extension. 

Your  committee  are  solemnly  enjoined,  by  the  peculiar  object  of 
their  trust,  and  invited  by  the  sugijestions  of  the  memorialists,  to  in- 
quire into  the  defects  of  tiic  existing  laws  against  the  Afiican  slave 
trade.  So  long  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  provide 
additional  restraints  u|)on  this  odious  tralHc,  they  cannot  be  withheld, 
consistently  with  the  justice  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

Congress  have  heretofore  marked,  with  decided  reprobation,  the 
authors  and  abettej-s  of  tl>is  initjuitous  commeice,  in  every  form  which 
it  assumes  ;  from  the  inception  of  its  uniighteous  purpose  in  America, 
Ihrough  all  tiie  subsequent  stages  of  its  progress,  to  its  final  consum- 
mation :  the  outwaid  voyage,  the  cruel  seizure,  and  forcible  abduc- 
tion of  the  unfortunate  African  fr(Hn  his  native  home,  and  the  fradu- 
lent  transfer  of  the  projjci'ty  thus  acquired.  It  may,  however,  b& 
questioned,  if  a  propei-  discrimination  of  their  relative  guilt  has  en- 
tered into  the  measure  of  j)unishment  annexed  to  these  ciiminal  acts. 

Your  committee  cannot  perceive  wheiein  the  offence  of  kidnapping 
an  unoffending  inhabitant  of  a  foreign  country  :  of  f  haining  him  down 
for  a  series  of  davs,  weeks,  and  months,  amidst  the  dying  and  the 
dead,  to  the  [jestiiential  hold  of  a  slave  ship:  of  consigning  him,  if 
he  chance  to  live  out  the  voyage,  to  perpetual  slavery,  in  a  remote 
and  unknown  land,  dillers  in  malignity  from  piracy,  or  why  a  milder 
punishment  should  follow  the  one  than  the  other  crime. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  of  the  unfortunate  African,  after 
his  enlargement  fiom  the  floating  dungeon  whu  h  wafts  him  to  the 
foreign  market,  however  criminal  in  itself,  and  yet  more  in  its  ten- 
dency to  encourage  this  abominable  traffic,  yields  in  atrocity  to  the 
violent  seizure  of  his  person,  his  sudden  and  unprepared  separation 
from  his  family,  his  kindred,  his  friends,  and  his  country  followed  by 
all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage.     Are  there  not  united  in  this 
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offence,  all  that  is  most  iniqiiitoiis  in  tlioft,  most  (laiin.j;  in  robbery, 
and  cruel  in  murder  ?  Its  conse(|ncnces  to  the  victim,  if  he  survives  ; 
to  Ihe  country  which  receives  him  ;  and  to  that  from  which  he  is  torn: 
are  alike  disastrous.  If  the  internal  wais  of  Africa  and  tiicir  deso- 
lating effect,  may  be  imputed  to  the  slave  trade,  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  them  must,  cannot  now  be  questioned,  this  crime,  considered 
in  its  remote,  as  well  as  its  proximate  consequences-  is  the  very  dark- 
est in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  iniquities  j  and  its  authors  should 
be  considered  as  liostes  /nana ni  generis. 

In  proposing  to  the  House  of  ilepiesentatives,  to  make  such  part  of 
this  offence  as  occurs  upon  the  ocean,  jiiiacy.  your  Cfmuuittee  are  ani- 
mated not  by  the  jlesire  of  manifesting  to  the  w(jrld  the  horror  with 
which  it  is  viewed  by  the  American  peo|iie ;  but,  by  the  confident 
expectation  of  promoting,  by  this  example,  its  mure  certain  punish- 
ment by  all  nations,  and  Its  absolute  and  iinal  extinction. 

May  it  not  be  believed,  that  when  the  whole  civilized  world  shall 
have  denourjced  the  slave  trade  as  piracy,  it  will  become  as  unfre- 
quent  as  any  other  species  of  that  offente  against  the  law  of  nations  ? 
Is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  negotiation  will,  with  gieater  fa- 
cility, introduce  into  that  laA'  such  a  provision  as  is  here  proposed, 
when  it  shall  have  been  already  incorporated  in  the  separate  code  of 
each  State  ? 

The  maritimePowers  of  the  Christian  world  have,  at  length,  con- 
curred in  pronouncing  sentence  of  condemnation  against  the  traflic. 
Tlje  United  Slates,  having  led  the  way  in  forming  this  decne.  ov.eit 
to  themselves  not  to  ^b/iorc  the  rest  of  mankind  in  promoting  its 
vigorous  execution. 

if  it  should  be  objected,  that  the  legislation  of  Congress  would  be 
partial,  and  its  benefit,  for  a  time  at  least,  local,  it  may  be  replied, 
that  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Government  has  already  been 
exercised  in  defining  the  crime  of  ])iracy.  in  accordance  with  similar 
analogies,  to  that  which  the  committee  have  sought  to  trace  between 
this  general  offence  against  the  peace  of  nations,  and  the  slave  trade. 

in  many  of  the  foreign  treaties,  as  well  as  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  exam|)les  are  to  be  fcuind,  of  piracies,  which  are  not  cogniza- 
ble, as  such,  by  the  tribunals  of  all  nations.  Such  is  the  unavoidal)le 
consequenceof  any  exercise  oftlie  authority  of  Congress,  to  define  and 
punish  this  crime.  The  definition  and  llie  punishment  can  bind  tiic 
United  States  alone. 


Report  of  the  Commiltce  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  April  12,  1822. 

The  Committee  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  (»f  Representatives,  of  the  I5tli 
of  January  last,  instructing  them  to  ifiquire  whether  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  prohibiting  that  traffic  have  been  duly  executed  ;  also, 
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into  t!io  aroneral  ojiei-ation  thereof;  and.  if  any  defects  exist  in  tlmse 
laws,  to  siigf^cst  adequate  remedies  therefor;  and  to  whom  many 
mfniDiial.--  have  been  leferted  tourhins^  the  same  subject,  have,  ac- 
coidintij  to  Older,  had  tlie  said  lesohition  and  memorials  under  con- 
eidt'ratioii-  and  bfj»  leave  to  report : 

That,  uuih-r  tiejust  and  liberal  construction  put  by  the  Executive 
on  the  art  of  Con.^ress  of  March  3d.  1819.  and  that  of  the  15th  May, 
18  20,  iiillicting  tlie  punishment  of  Piracy  on  the  African  Slave  Trade, 
a  fonndalion  has  b»'en  laid  for  the  most  systematic  and  vigorous  ap- 
plication of  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  the  suppression  of  that 
ini(|uitous  traillc  lis  unhappy  suljierts,  w hen  captuied,  arc  restored 
to  their  country,  aj^cnts  aie  there  api)ointe(l  to  receive  tliem,  and  a 
colony-  the  o.Tsjjiing  of  private  charity,  is  risinj*  on  its  shores,  in 
which  such  as  cannot  reach  their  native  tribes,  will  find  the  means  of 
alieviaiing-  tlie  calamities  they  may  have  endured  before  their  Jibera- 
tioti. 

When  tliese  humane  provisions  are  contrasted  with  tlio  systora 
Avlii(  I)  they  sujiersede.  there  can  be  but  one  sentiment  in  favor  of  a 
steady  adherence  to  its  sup|)ort.  The  document  accompanying  this 
report,  and  marked  A.  states  the  number  of  Af-  inins  seized  or  taken 
within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and  brought  there, 
and  tlicir  present  condition. 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committee,  that  such  of  the  naval  force 
of  the  country  as  has  been  hitherto  employed  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  against  this  traffic,  could  have  been  moreeftectually  used  for  the 
interest  and  honor  of  the  nation.  The  document  marked  B,  is  a 
slatement  of  the  names  of  the  vessels,  a«id  their  commanders,  ordered 
upon  this  service,  with  the  dates  of  their  departure,  &c.  The  first 
vessel  destined  for  this  service,  arrived  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  in 
March,  1820;  and,  in  the  few  weeks  she  remained  there,  sent  in  for 
ad|odication  four  American  vessels,  all  of  which  were  condemned. 
1  he  four  which  have  been  since  employed  in  this  service  have  made 
five  visits  the  Alligator  having  made  two  cruises  in  the  past  Summer  ) 
the  whole  of  which  have  amounted  to  a  service  of  about  ten  months  by 
a  single  vessel,  within  a  peiiod  of  near  two  years:  and  since  the 
middle  of  last  November,  the  commencement  of  the  healthy  season  on 
that  coast.no  vessel  has  been,  noi-,  as  your  committee  is  informed,  is 
under  oiders  for  that  service. 

1  he  committee  are  thus  particular  on  this  branch  of  their  inquiry, 
because  unfuunded  rumors  have  been  in  circulation,  that  other  branch- 
es of  the  public  service  have  suflered  from  the  destination  given  to  the 
inconsiderable  f>rce  above  stated,  whi(h,  small  as  it  has  been,  has  in 
every  instance  been  directed,  both  in  its  outward  and  homeward  voy- 
age, to  cruise  in  the  West  India  Seas. 

Before  they  quit  this  part  of  their  inquiry,  your  committee  feel  il 
their  duty  to  state,  that  the  loss  of  several  of  the  prizes  made  in  this 
service,  is  imputable  to  the  size  of  the  ships  engaged  in  it.  The  effi- 
cacy of  this  force,  as  well  as  the  health  and  discipline  of  the  officers 
and  crcwis,  conspire  to  recommend  the  employment  of  no  smaller  ves- 
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sel  than  a  Corvette  or  a  Sloop  of  War,  to  which  «"t  would  ho  expedient 
to  allow  the  largest  possible  complement  of  mt-u  ;and,  if  possible,  she 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  tender,  or  \essel  drawing  less  water. 
The  vessels  enj^aged  in  this  servire  should  be  frtquently  relieved, 
but  the  coast  should  at  no  time  he  left  without  a  vessel  to  watch  and 
protect  its  shores. 

Your  committee  fiiid  it  impossible  to  measure  with  precision  the 
effect  produ(  cd  upon  the  American  branch  of  the  ^lave  Trade,  by  the 
laus  above  mentioned  and  the  seizures  under  them.  They  are  una- 
ble to  state,  whether  those  American  merchants,  the  American  capital 
and  seamen,  which  heretofore  aided  in  this  trafhc,  have  abandoned  it 
altogether,  or  have  sought  shelter  under  Ihe  flags  of  other  nations. 
It  is  ascertained.  ho\ve\er,  that  the  American  flag,  which  heretofore 
covered  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Slave  Trade  has  wholly  disappeared 
from  the  coasts  of  Africa.  Th(  trade,  notwithstanding,  increases  an- 
nually, under  the  flags  of  other  nations-  France  has  incurred  the 
reproach  of  beirig  the  greatest  adventurer  in  this  traffic,  prohibited  by 
her  laws,-  but  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  this  results  not  so  much  from 
the  avidity  of  her  subjects  for  this  ini<iui(ous  gain,  as  from  the  safety 
which  in  the  absence  of  all  hazard  of  capture,  her  flag  aflfords  to  the 
greedy  and  unprincipled  adventurers  of  all  nations.  It  is  neither 
candid  or  just  to  impute  to  a  gallant  and  high-minded  people,  theex- 
clusive  commission  of  crimes,  whicli  the  abandoned  of  all  nations  are 
alike  capable  of  perpetrating,  with  the  a«!ditional  wrong  to  France 
herself,  of  using  her  flag  to  cover  and  protect  them  if  the  vigor  of 
the  American  navy  has  saved  its  banner  from  like  reproach,  it  has 
doiM'  much  to  preserve  unsullied  its  high  reputation,  and  amply  rep- id 
the  expense  cliarged  upon  thepublif  revenue  by  a  system  of  laws  to 
w  hich  it  has  given  such  honorable  effect. 

But  the  conclusion  to  which  your  committee  has  arrived,  after  con- 
sulting all  the  evidence  within  their  reach,  is,  that  the  African  Slave 
I'rade  now  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  its  total  suppression 
can  never  be  efl"ected  by  t!ie  separate  and  disunited  eiPn'ts  of  one  or 
more  States;  and  as  the  resolution  to  which  tliis  report  refers,  re- 
quires the  suggestion  of  some  remedy  for  the  defects,  if  any  exist,  in 
the  system  of  laws  for  the  suppression  of  this  traflic,  your  committee 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  report  afid  accom- 
jmuying  documents  submitted  to  the  last  Congress,  by  the  Committee 
on  tiie  felave  Trade,  and  to  make  the  same  a  part  of  Ihi-  report.  That 
report  proposes,  as  a  remedy  for  the  existing  evils  <»f  the  system,  the 
concurrence  of  the  United  States  with  one  or  all  the  maritime  Powers 
of  Europe,  in  a  modified  and  recipn»cal  right  of  search,  on  the  Afri- 
can coast,  with  a  view  to  the  total  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

It  is  with  gieat  delicacy  that  the  committee  have  approached  this 
subject,  because  iliey  are  aware  that  the  remedy  which  they  have  pre- 
sumed to  rccomnund  to  the  consideiation  of  tiie  House,  requiies  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  another  department  of  this  Government,  and 
that  objections  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in  the  mode  here  projjosed. 
have  hitherto  existed  in  that  department. 
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Your  committee  arc  cotifidcrit,  however,  tliat  these  object  ions  apply 
rather  to  a  jULrliciddr  proposition  i'ov  the  exchaiii^c  of  the  ri^qht  ot" 
search,  tliati  to  Ihat  uiodilic  atioii  of  it  whicli  iirescnts  itself  to  your 
committee.  Ihey  conieuiplale  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  such 
Anjcrican  citizens  as  may  be  found  engaged  in  this  forbidden  trade, 
not  b\  mixed  ti  ibutials  sitting  in  a  foreign  country,  but  by  existing 
conns,  of  compereut  jui'isdiction,  in  the  United  States;  they  propose 
the  same  disposition  ol  the  captured  Africans  now  authoiizcd  by  law  ; 
and  least  of  all,  theii-  detention  in  America. 

They  contemplate  an  exchange  of  this  right,  which  shall  be  in  all 
respects  lecij.'i  ociil  j  an  exchange,  which,  deriving  its  sole  authority 
fiom  trciity,  would  exclude  the  pieteiision,  which  no  nation,  howe\er, 
has  j)resumed  to  set  up,  ttiat  this  right  can  be  derived  f/om  the  law" 
of  nations;  and  further, they  have  limited  it,  in  their  concejition  of  its 
application,  not  only  to  certain  latitudes,  and  to  a  certain  distance 
Ijom  the  coast  of  Afiica.  but  to  a  small  number  of  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed by  each  l*ower.  ard  to  be  previously  designated.  The  visit 
a'ld  starch  thus  restricted,  it  is  believed  would  ensure  the  co-operation 
of  one  great  maritime  Powei- in  the  proposed  exchange,  and  guard  it 
from  the  danger  .il  abuse. 

Your  committee  (aniiot  doubt  that  the  jieople  of  America  have  the 
intelligence  to  distinguish  between  the  right  of  seaiching  a  neutral  on 
the  high  seas,  in  time  of  war,  daimed  by  some  beiligerents.  and  that 
mutual,  restricted,  i<nd  peaceful  concession  by  treaty,  suggested  by 
youi-  Commiltee,aud  which  is  demanded  in  the  name  of  sutl'ering  hu- 
manity. 

In  closing  this  report,  they  recommend  to  the  House  the  adojition 
of  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  'I'liat  the  i'lesident  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
enter  into  such  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  pi  ojjer  with 
one  or  more  of  iJie  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  cflectual  abo- 
lition of  the  Slave  Trade. 


The  JoUouing  resolution  accompanied  the  report  of  a  annniittce  of  tin- 
House  aj  Representatives  oj  the  United  States.  February  9,  1821  : 

*<  Resolvedly  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  dnierica  in  Congress  assembtedf  !  hat  the  President  of  the 
Unitnl  States  be  icquested  to  enter  into  such  arrangements  as  he 
m;iy  deem  suitable  aid  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  eli'cctual  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.'" 
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No.  9. 

^Message   tn  the  Senate  and   House  of  liepresentathes  of  the   United 

Siulcs. 

Some  doubt  being  entertained  respecting  tbetrue  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  '-An  act  in  aiidilion  to  the 
acts  prohibiting  tlie  slave  trade,''  as  to  the  duties  of  tlie  agents,  to  be 
api>ointed  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  1  think  it  proper  to  state  the  in- 
terpretation which  has  been  given  of  the  act,  and  the  measures 
adopted  to  carry  it  into  effect,  that  Congress  may,  should  it  be 
deemed  advisable,  amend  the  same,  before  further  proceeding  is  had 
under  it 

The  obligation  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  all  our  armed  ves- 
sels to  seize  atid  bring  into  port  all  siiips  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  wheresoever  found,  having  on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or 
person  of  colour,  in  violation  of  former  acts  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  being  imperative  was  executed  without  delay.  No  seiz- 
ures have  yet  been  made,  but.  as  they  were  contemplated  by  the  law, 
and  might  be  presumed,  it  seemed  jiroper  to  make  the  necessary  regu- 
lations applicable  to  such  seizures  for  carrying  the  several  provi- 
sions of  the  act  into  effect. 

It  is  enjoined  on  the  Executive  to  cause  all  negroes,  mulattoes, 
or  persons  of  color,  who  may  be  taken  under  the  act,  to  be  removed 
to  Africa.  It  is  the  obvious  impoit  of  the  law.  that  none  of  the  per- 
sons thus  taken  should  remain  within  the  United  States;  and  no 
place  other  than  the  coast  of  Africa  being  designatrd.  their  remov- 
al, or  delivery?  whether  carried  from  the  United  States  or  land- 
ed immediately  from  the  vessels  in  which  they  were  taken,  was 
supposed  to  be  confined  to  that  coast.  No  settlement  or  station  be- 
ing specified,  the  whole  coast  was  thought  to  be  left  open  fui-  tlie  se- 
lection of  a  proper  place,  at  which  the  persons,  thus  taken,  should  be 
delivered.  The  Executive  is  authorized  to  appoint  one  or  more 
agents,  residing  there,  to  leceive  suclj  persons;  and  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  are  appropriated  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
law. 

On  due  consideration  of  the  several  sections  of  the  act.  and  of  its 
humane  policy,  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  intention  of  Congress,  that 
all  the  persons  above  described,  who  u)igiit  be  taken  under  it,  and 
landed  in  Africa,  should  be  aided  in  their  return  to  their  foimei* 
homes,  or  in  their  establishment  at,  or  near  the  [)lace  wheie  landed. 
Some  shelter  or  food  would  be  necessary  for  them  there,  as  soon  as 
landed,  let  their  subsequent  disposition  be  what  it  might.  Should 
they  be  landed  without  such  [)rovision  having  been  previously  made, 
they  might  perish.  It  was  supposed,  by  the  authority  given  to  tfie 
Executive,  to  appoint  agents  residing  on  that  coast,  that  they  should 
provide  such  shelter  and  food,  and  perform  tlie  other  beneficent  and 
chaiitahle  offices  contemplated  by  the  act.  I'lie  coast  of  Africa 
liaving  been  little  explored,  and  no  persons  residing  theto,  who  pos- 
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sesscd  flip  requisite  qualifications  to  entitle  tlioni  to  the  trust,  beitig 
known  to  the  Executive,  to  none  such  could  it  be  conimitied.  It  was 
believed  that  citizens  only,  who  would  go  hence,  well  instructed  in 
the  views  of  their  Goveinment.  and  zealous  to  give  them  elTrct, 
would  be  competent  to  tliese  duties,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  t)f 
the  law  to  preclude  their  appointment.  It  was  obvious  that  the  long- 
crthese  persons  should  be  detained  in  the  United  States  in  the  harids 
of  the  Marshals  tliegieater  \\ould  be  the  expense,  and  that  for  the  same 
tei-m  would  the  main  purpose  of  the  law  be  suspended.  It  seemed, 
therelbre,  to  be  incumbent  on  me  tomak«'lhe  necessary  arrangements, 
for  carrying  this  act  ijito  effect  in  Africa,  in  time  to  meet  the  de- 
livery of  any  persons  wlio  might  be  taken  by  the  public  vessels,  and 
landed  there  under  it. 

On  this  view  of  the  policy  and  sanctions  of  the  law,  it  has  been 
decided  to  send  a  public  sliip  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  two  such 
agents,  who  will  take  with  them  tools,  and  other  implements,  neces- 
sary for  the  pui[)oses  above  mentioued.  To  each  of  these  agents  a 
small  salary  has  been  allowed  ;  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  the  princi- 
j)al,  and  twelve  Inindred  to  the  other.  All  oui-  public  agents  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  receive  salaries  for  their  services,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  none  of  our  citizens  possessing  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions, would  accept  tliese  trusts,  by  which  they  would  be  confined  to 
parts  the  least  frequented  and  civilized,  witliout  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation. Such  allowance,  therefore  seemed  to  be  indispensable 
to  the  execution  ot  the  ait.  It  is  intendid,  also,  to  subject  a  por- 
tion of  the  sum  appropriated,  to  the  order  of  the  principal  agent,  for 
the  special  objects  above  stated,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  includ- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  agents  foi-  one  year,  to  ratlier  less  than  one 
third  of  the  apjiropriation.  Special  instructions  will  be  given  to 
these  agents,  defining,  in  precise  terms,  their  duties,  in  regard  to  the 
persons  thus  delivered  to  tiiem  ;  the  disbursement  of  the  money  by 
the  principal  agent  ;  and  his  accountability  for  the  same.  They  will 
also  have  power  to  select  the  most  suitable  place  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
at  which  all  persons  who  may  be  taken  under  this  act,  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  them,  with  an  express  injunction  to  exercise  no  power  tound- 
ed  on  the  principle  of  colonization,  or  other  power  than  that  of 
performing  the  benevolent  oftices  above  recited,  by  the  permission 
and  sanction  of  the  existing  Government  under  which  they  may  es- 
tablisii  themselves.  Orders  will  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
public  ship  in  which  they  will  sail,  to  cruise  along  the  coast,  to  give 
the  more  complete  eflect  to  the  [irincipal  object  of  the  act. 

JA.UE6  AiONROE. 
Washington,  December  17,  1819. 
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Mxirad  from  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Colonization  Society. 

<'The  memorial  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  be- 
balf  of  t!ie  American  Colonization  Society,  at  the  2d  session  of  the 
14th  Congress,  gave  rise  to  a  favorable  report  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  which  it  was  referred.  Having  been  submitted  to  the  House 
at  an  advanced  period  of  that  session,  which  terminated  of  neces- 
sity, on  the  fourth  of  March,  the  report  remained  unacted  on,  amidst 
the  mass  of  unfinished  business.  Upon  its  renewal,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  present  Congress  the  memorial  was  retained,  by  the  com- 
mittee to  which  it  was  referred,  in  expectation  of  important  intel- 
ligence from  the  missionaries  of  the  Society,  then  on  the  African 
coast.  The  committee,  however,  concurred  in  a  favorable  report, 
which  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives  towards  the 
close  of  the  session.  In  consequence  of  the  adoption  of  a  rule  which 
gives  to  the  unfinished  business  of  that  session  a  priority  to  any 
arising  after  the  first  vvek  of  the  present,  a  decision  upon  the  report 
may  be  confidently  expected  in  the  course  of  this  month. 

One  of  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  select  Committee,  in  support  of 
the  object  of  the  memorial,  is  derived  from  its  tendency  to  facilitate 
the  execution  of  the  laus  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  slaves,  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  spiiit  of  the  laws 
themselves,  the  long  established  policy  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
the  genius  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  It  is  well  recollected,  that, 
as  soon  as  Congress  acquired  the  constitulional  power  of  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  slaves,  which  was  on  the  first  of  January,  1808* 
they  followed  the  example  of  the  several  States,  in  imposing  heavy 
penalties  upon  the  authors  of  this  inhuman  tralfic.  The  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  2d  March.  1807,  declares  that,  '<  after  the  above 
period,  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or 
the  territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign  country,  any  negro,  mulatto, 
or  person  of  colour,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such  per- 
son as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labor."  The  act  subjects 
not  only  the  American  vessel,  employed  in  violating  the  law,  to  con« 
demnatioUf  but  •♦  every  person  engaged  in  building,  fitting  out,  equip- 
ping, loading,  or  otherwise  preparing  or  sending  out  such  vessel, 
knowing  or  intending  it  to  be  so  employed,  to  the  forfeiture  of  fw^nff 
thousand  dollar s.^^  A  subsequent  section  makes  it  "a  high  misde- 
meanor  for  any  person  to  transport,  from  any  foreign  country,  and 
sell,  any  person  of  colour,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.''  Upon  conviction,  it  subjects  the  otfender  to  ''  an  imprison- 
ment of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  to  a  fine  not 
less  than  07ie  nor  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.**  The  purchaser  or 
seller  of  any  such  person,  so  imported,  who  shall  knowingly  purchase 
or  sell  the  same,  is  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  eight  hundred  dollars 
for  every  person  of  colour  >' so  purchased  or  sold."  ,  To  this  section 
the  following  extraordinary  proviso  is  annexed  :  "  that  the  aforesaid 
forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  any  seller  or  purchaser  of  any  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  who  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  rn  rir- 
11 
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#^ 
Uie  of  any  reguhifion  which  may  he  hereafter  made  by  any  of  the  Le- 
gislatuns  of  the  several  States,  in  that  respect,  in  pursuance  of  this 
act  and  the  Conslitution  of  the  United  States.'* 

Tlie  authority  of  the  State  Legislatures,  to  which  the  proviso  re- 
fers, is  conveyed  to  them  by  a  clause  of  the  section  of  this  act  next 
preceding  the  last.  It  declares,  that  '•  neither  the  importer,  nor 
any  pcison  or  persons  claiming  from,  or  under  him,  shall  hold  any 
right  or  title  whatsoevci-  to  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour, 
nor  to  the  service  or  labor  thereof,  who  may  be  imported  or  brought 
within  the  United  States  or  territories  thereof,  in  violation  of  the  law, 
but  the  sanw  shall  remain  suhject  to  any  regulations,  not  contravening 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States^ 
or  Territories,  at  any  lime  hereafter,  may  make f  for  disposing  of  any 
such  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour.*' 

A  recent  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  will  shew  what  con- 
struction has  been  given  io  this  authority. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  empowers  the  Governor  to  sell,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  State,  any  nee'roes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  co- 
lour, brought  into  it  in  violation  of  the  Unas  of  the  United  States;  and 
sales  to  a  considerable  amount,  have,  accoidingly  been  made,  and 
their  proceeds  ;)aid  into  the  State  Treasury  ! 

The  Managers  would  be  unjust,  however,  as  well  as  ungrateful, 
if  they  passecl  unnoticed  the  last  section  of  this  act,  whicli  provides, 
♦'  that  if,  previous  to  any  sale  of  any  such  persons  of  colour,  the  Soci- 
ety for  colonizing  free  persons  of  colour  within  the  United  States, 
will  undertake  to  transport  them  to  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign 
piaec  which  they  may  procure  as  a  colony  for  free  persons  of  colour, 
at  the  sole  exjjense  of  the  society,  and  shall  likewise  pay  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  since  they 
have  been  captuied  and  condemned  ;  he  is  authorized  and  requested 
to  aid  in  promoting  the  benevolent  views  of  the  Society  in  such  man- 
ner as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

The  Managers  heard,  with  deep  regret,  of  the  execution  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  without 
having  it  in  their  power  to  avail  themselves  of  the  recognition  of  the 
existence  and  ybjcct  of  the  American  Society  in  the  sequel  of  the  act, 
and  alford  relief  to  the  unfortutjate  beirsgs  whom  violence  and  fraud 
had  torn  from  the  bosom  of  their  native  country,  and  a  defect  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  has  consigned  t(»  hereditary  slavery  in  the 
bosi»mol  this.  Surely,  when  the  authority  granted  to  the  several  States, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  which  had  been  recited,  is  thus  exercised,  it  is 
without  due  ngard  to  the  limitations  which  accompasiy  the  conces- 
sion. So  far  from  such  an  exertioii  of  power  being  ••  in  pursnance  of 
the  act  of  Congress,'^  it  is  in  direct  contravention,  not  only  of  its  pos- 
itive and  t'xpjcss  provisions,  hut  of  its  veiy  spirit  and  title.  It  is  an 
stct  **  lo  prohibit,'*  not  lo  ad'hit  ''tlie  importation  of  slaves."  To 
contend  that  the  consi;;nment  <►?  innocent  and  injured  foreigners  to 
perpetual  slavery  is,  *■  in pursuimce  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,"  is  to  cast  a  reproacli  on  that  instrument  which  it  docs  not 
merit. 
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But  if  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  have  overstepped  the  authority, 
with  which  the  act  of  Congress  invested  them,  in  a  case  to  their 
judgment,  it  is  presumed,  of  apparent  necessity,  a  necessity  which 
tliey  sought  to  avoid,  it  becomes  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
\\'hich  created  the  evil,  to  provide  for  it  an  adequate  remedy.  None 
can  he  found,  short  of  a  restitution  of  those  injured  people,  to  the  coun- 
try from  which  they  have  been  iniquitously  torn,  nor  can  such  restitu- 
tuta  bv  ho  "ittcti  ally  accomplished  in  any  other  mode,  as  by  tl)eir  co- 
lonization upon  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  in  conjunction  with  the 
free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  who  may  voluntarily  seek 
the  same  asylum.  In  the  distribution  of  free  colonies  along  the  coast 
of  Africa  frequented  by  the  slave  ships,  and  the  emplo^'ment  of  a 
suitable  naval  force  to  guard  its  peace,  tise  Managers  belitve  that  the 
most  efficient,  if  not  the  ojily  adequate  remedy,  will  be  |)rovided  for 
enforcing  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States  against  the  African 
slave  trade. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1  80r,  to  wliich  the  Managers  have  rilroa- 
dy  referred,  expressly  empowers  the  Fresi(ient  of  the  United  States^ 
shall  he  deem  it  expedient,  to  instruct  and  direct  the  commanders  of  the 
public  armed  vessels,  to  seize  and  bi-ing  into  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  all  ships  or  vessels  thei-eof,  whenever  contravening  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act ;  and  subjects  the  vessels  to  condemnation,  as  priz^e^ 
taken  from  an  enemy  hi  open  war.  and  their  commanders  to  exempla- 
ry punishment.  All  that  it  remains  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
superadd,  is  the  labor  of  colonization. 

The  Managers  sensibly  impressed  with  the  inefficacy  of  the  pre- 
sent laws  against  this  abominable  traffic,  and  fi'-mly  persuaded  that 
its  entire  abolition  is  essential  to  the  success  of  llie  leading  objects  of 
the  Society,  offer  no  apology  for  having  dwelt  so  long  upon  this 
branch  of  their  report,  nor  for  having  enlarged  its  Appendix,  by  t!)e 
admission  of  several  documents,  that  manifest  the  exrent  to  vJiirh 
this  cruel  and  iniquitous  trade  is  still  pursued  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

If  so  many  of  the  best  interests,  not  only  of  these  United  States, 
but  of  mankind  in  general,  are  to  be  promoted  by  the  colonization  of 
Africa,  may  not  the  hope  be  confidently  indulged,  that  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  tiie  General  Government  will  countenance  tlie 
hitherto  imperfect  efforts  of  the  American  Society?" 


No.  10. 


The  snhjoined  extract  from  the  Third  Annnal  Jieport  of  the  Colanizatinn 
Society  explains  the  policy  of  that  InslitvJion  at  t/te  period  of  its  for- 
mation, and  precludes  the  necessity  of  a  more  enlarged  comment  upon 

.    its  views,  by  the  Committee. 

"  It  ought  not  to  he  expected  ;  it  does  not  accord  with  the  course  of 
an  inscrutable  Providence,  that  a  puiptjse  of  such  enlarged  benevo- 
lence as  that  which  actuates  the  American  Society,  however  prudent* 
ly  pursued,  shall  he  accomplished  without  dililcuity  and  labor. 
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The  friends  of  hnmanity.  in  every  aji^e,  have  encountered  opposi- 
tion from  those,  even,  whom  they  most  intended  to  serve.  ']'lie 
sneers  of  malignity,  and  thescofts  of  insolence  and  pride,  assailed  the 
immaculate  Author  of  Christianity,  at  the  awful  and  affecting  mo- 
ment in  which  he  expiated,  by  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death  ihe 
sins  of  his  enemies.  Let  not  his  remote  and  humhle  followers  expect 
to  find  a  patli  of  duty  without  an  obstacle  to  be  surmounted,  or  a  sin- 
gle impediment  to  be  removed.  Even  tlie  temporal  rewards  of  vir- 
tue are  not  attainable  without  patience  and  seU"  denial.  Those  hopes 
which  are  clevatt'd  to  a  higher  prize,  sliould  be  foitified  against  cor- 
responding trials.  To  des|)air  of  ultimate  success  in  a  cause,  which 
patriotism,  benevolence,  and  piety,  recommend,  is  to  distrust  the 
justice  or  tlie  omnipotence  ot  Heaven. 

The  Managers  are  led  to  these  reflections,  by  some  of  the  ob- 
structions which  they  have  met  in  the  past  year.  They  have  been 
encountered  where  they  were  least  to  have  been  expected,  and  have 
been  maintained  with  a  pertinacity  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 

That  the  accomplishment  of  all  that  they  hope,  should  be  regard- 
ed as  doubtful,  or  even  impracticable,  has  excited  neither  indigna- 
tion nor  surprise.  Of  the  success  of  any  plan  for  the  melioration  of 
the  condition  of  society,  men  will  tliink  as  differently  as  they  will  feel, 
in  relation  to  its  purpose.  And  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  may  he 
expected,  and  should  be  meekly  borne,  by  all  who  promise  to  them- 
selves, or  to  the  world,  any  great  and  substantial  good,  out  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  human  experience.  But  those  who  intend  well, 
deserve,  at  least,  to  have  their  motives  candidly  appreciated  ;  and  they 
have,  eipecially,  a  right  to  expect  that  their  acts  and  dcdavations,  if 
not  charitably  interpreted,  will  be  truly  reported. 

Mot  only  have  authorities,  with  respect  to  the  climate,  health, 
soil,  and  population,  of  Africa,  the  seat  of  the  contemplated  co- 
lony, been  cited  agai-nst  the  spirit  and  earnest  recommendations  of 
the  very  authors,  themselves,  from  whom  they  have  been  borrowed; 
but  a  single  sentence  from  a  speech  of  one  of  the  members  of  the 
American  Society,  has  been  quoted,  in  order  to  lix  the  charge  of  sel- 
fishness upon  the  institution,  against  the  whole  tenor  of  the  speech 
of  the  member  himself,  of  the  accompanyingaddress  of  the  President, 
and  report  of  the  Managers,  and  the  direct  and  obvious  tendency  of 
every  act  of  tlie  Society. 

'ihe  Manager.*^  assert  no  claim  for  tiiemselves,  or  their  constituents, 
to  superior  humanity.  They  neither  ask,  nor  desire  for  the  object 
of  their  institution,  or  the  particular  means,  which  may  be  devised 
for  its  attainment,  exemption  from  public  criticism.  They  exult,  with 
the  nation  at  large,  in  that  sjtiiit  of  free  and  lational  inquiry, 
Avhich  constitutes  the  best  security  for  the  liberty  and  happiness  of 
any  people.  In  this  spirit,  they  beg  leave,  before  they  close  their  re- 
port, to  notice  some  of  the  objections  which  liave  been  made  to  the 
colonization  of  Africa  in  the  mode  contemplated  by  the  American 
Society. 

It  is  believed  that  a  comprehensive  answer  to  most  if  not  all  of 
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them,  would  be  furnished  by  simply  repeatin,^  rvhat  it  is,  that  the 
So(  iet^  propose  to  do. 

They  propose,  then,  in  the  language  of  the  Virginia  resolution, 
to  procure  a  suitable  Territory  on  the  roast  of  Afrira,  for  such  of  ^ 
the  free  people  of  colour  as  may  choose  to  avail  tliemselves  of  this  asy- 
lum ;  ami  for  such  slaves  as  their  proprietors  may  ploasc  to  emanci- 
pate ;  and  they  purpose,  moreover,  to  furtiish  the  means  of  tians- 
porting  the  emigrants  to  Africa;  or  to  enlarge  the  means  which  they 
may,  tliemselves.  provide. 

They  do  not,  thei-efore,  intend,  and  they  have  not  the  inclination,  if 
they  possessed  the  power,  to  constrain  tiie  departure  of  any  free  man 
of  colour,  from  America,  or  to  coerce  any  proprietor  to  emancipate  his 
slaves. 

So  far  is  this  scheme  from  being  impracticable,  that  one,  resembling 
it  in  all  respects  was  accomplished  by  a  private  society  in  England, 
more  than  thirty  years  ago.  In  despite  of  every  representation  to 
the  contrary,  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  boasts,  at  this  moment,  a 
greater  degree  of  prospciity  than  distinguished  any  one  of  the  British 
Colonies,  now  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  same  period,  after 
its  first  plantation.  The  population  of  Sierra  Leone  ;  its  commerce 
and  navigation;  its  churches,  schools,  and  charitable  institutions; 
its  towns  and  hamlets  ;  its  edifices,  public  and  private;  surpass  those 
of  any  one  of  these  States,  at  any  time,  within  twenty -five  years,  from 
its  first  settlement.  In  a  few  months,  most  certainly  within  the 
present  year,  the  practicability  of  founding  a  similar  colony,  with 
much  better  and  more  abundant  materials,  will  be  tested  by  actual 
experiment.  The  free  persons  of  colour  of  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  and  Charleston,  who  are  pre- 
paring to  remove  to  Africa,  will  yield,  in  moral  character,  to  no 
population  of  the  same  complexion,  which  they  may  leave  behind. 
Had  the  Society  competent  funds,  there  are  similar  materials  already 
offered  to  the  ^lanagers  for  a  much  larger  colony. 

In  this  early  success  of  the  object  of  the  Society,  there  is  an  unan- 
swerable reply  to  the  argument  founded  on  the  supposed  unwillingness 
of  the  free  people  of  colour  to  quit  America. 

Some  of  the  author-s  of  this  objection  have  first  persuaded  them  not 
to  emigrate,  and  then  pronounced  that  they  rvilt  not.  Their  predic- 
tion and  their  argument  have  both  failed.  And  how  could  it  be  other- 
wise !  Does  not  America,  every  day,  })!'esent  tjje  spectacle  of 
Europeans  who  have  forever  abandoned  the  natal  soil  of  themselves, 
and  their  progenitors  ?  Such  are  their  numbers,  that  humanity  has 
interposed  to  prevent  tiicir  ci'owding,  to  fata!  excess,  the  sJ)ips  Avhich 
transport  them.  And  can  it  be  believed  that  the  descendants  of  Af- 
rica will  not  i-eturn  to  the  home  of  their  fathej-s,  when  it  shall  have 
been  prepared  for  their  reception,  and  they  are  assured  of  its  enjoy- 
ment in  peace,  freedom,  and  happiness  r  Do  not  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  their  friends  recommend  to  them  coloni/.ation,  some  vvlicre, 
as  essential  to  their  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  ;  and.  if  any 
where,  what  country  so  fit  as  Africa  i     Is  there,  on  the   habitable 


86  [Rep.  No.  101.] 

globe,  a  soil  more  fertile,  productions  either  richer,  or  more  varied, 
a  climate  liettor  adaj)tud  to  the  constitotion  of  the  blade  man,  than 
tijat  which  God  hath  given  him  r  The  lierce  sun  vviiicli  scorches 
the  complexion  and  w  ithers  the  strength  of  the  white  man.  preserves 
to  the  children  of  Africa  the  inlieritance  of  their  fathers.  That  such 
is  the  current  of  their  own  opiniotis  when  their  natural  feelings  have 
nnt  been  warped  by  misrepresetitations  of  the  climate,  soil,  and  popu- 
lation of  that  dev«»tcd  country,  lot  the  following  facts  attest: 

Of  the  whole  number  of  free  blacks  in  Nova  Scotia,  amounting  to 
very  wear  twelve  bundled,  to  whom  the  humane  Clarkson  addressed 
himself  in  1792,  but  four  or  five  individuals  refused  to  embark  with 
him  for  Sierra  Leone.  Almost  all  those  in  London  yielded,  about  the 
same  period,  to  this  natural  bias. 

It  is  but  a  few  years  since  Capt.  Paul  CufiTe  carried  thirty-eight 
from  Boston  to  Siei-ra  Leone,  chiefly  at  his  own  expense;  and  in  a 
letter,  w  ritten  after  this  voyage,  he  declares,  that  he  could  have  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  the  greater  partofthe  free  peojileof  coloui-  in  that 
city  and  its  vicinity,  to  remove  to  Africa.  And  let  it  not  be  forgot- 
ten that,  of  those  w  bom  he  actually  cai  ried.  there  was  not  one  dispos- 
ed to  return  with  him  to  America.  Nor  should  it  cease  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  this  generous  and  enliglitened  African,  in  the  last  mo- 
ments, as  tiirough  the  last  years  of  his  useful  and  meiitorious  life, re- 
commended colonization  in  Africa  to  his  degraded  countrymen  here. 
To  this  autliority,  should  be  added  many  othe's,  but  especially, 
that  of  Kizell,  the  guide  an<I  friend  of  the  missionaries  Mills  and 
Burgess,  wlio,  like  Capt.  Cuffe.  kriew  America,  as  well  as,  and  Afri- 
ca much  better,  than  any  of  the  opponents  of  tlie  plan  of  coloniza- 
tion. 

Some  of  the  free  blacks  in  America  who  have  been  consulted  on  this 
subject,  have,  it  is  true,  not  consented  to  the  choice  of  country  made 
for  them,  by^the  Society  ;  but,  in  the  various  cities  on  the  coast,  tney 
Lave  agitated  for  many  years  some  scheme  of  emigration.  A  few 
have  removed  to  St.  Domingo;  and  such  was  the  desire  of  a  number 
of  those  in  the  town  of  Providence  in  Rhode  Island,  some  years  since, 
to  change  their  abode,  that  they  subscribed  a  sum  of  money  and  de- 
puted one  of  their  own  body  to  visit  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  search 
of  a  Territory  suited  to  their  purpose.  Their  wishes  were  defeated 
by  the  dishonesty  of  their  agent. 

The  free  people  of  colour  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash,  who  have 
already  encountered  tiie  hardships  ot  settling  and  clearing  a  wilder- 
ness, have  repeatedly  expressed  a  similar  desire. 

And  if  this  disptjsition  to  exchange  America  for  Africa,  exists  in 
those  States,  wherein  there  are  very  few%  if  any  slaves,  what  should 
it  be,  where  emancipation  is  often  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing? 
Where  the  more  reflecting  among  the  people  of  colour,  themselves, 
and  the  white  inhabitants  in  their  neigiiborhood,  however  afflicted 
by  the  spectacle  of  hereditary  slavery,  acknowledge  that  they  are 
every  day,  more  and  more  convinced  that  it  is  impossible  to  advance 
the  liappiness  of  the  slave,  by  emancipation  ?  How  unha[)py  is  that 
conditiotr.  which,  midway  between  servitude  and   freedom,  knows 
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neither  the  restraints  of  vice,  nor  the  incentives  of  virtue!  And  can 
those  whoregard  themselves  as  the  peculiar  friends  of  the  free  peo- 
ple of  coh)ur  in  America,  wish  them  to  remain  in  this  degraded,  this 
abject  state  ?  No!  even  they  begin  to  lookout  for  a  country,  in 
which  this  unfortunate  race  may  rise  in  the  scale  of  existence  to  the 
level  of  the  white  man,  and  they  think  that  they  have  found  it  in  the 
late  French  Colony  of  St.  Domingo. 

Very  far,  indeed,  are  the  Managers  of  this  Society  from  dissuading 
any  of  (he  free  people  of  colour  to  accept  the  asylum  generously  of- 
fered to  them  by  the  Emperor  of  Hayti.  But,  independent  of  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  future  conversion  and  civilization  of  Afri- 
ca, is  not  the  inspediment  of  a  foreign  language,  which  the  colonists 
must  acquiie  before  they  can  understand  their  newlaws  ;  of  a  religion 
to  which  they  are  sts'angers  ;  of  a  government  which  savours,  at  least, 
of  military  despotism,  sufficient  to  turn  the  scale  in  favor  of  Africa, 
to  which  the  colonists  would,  in  time,  impart  their  own  manners, 
religion,  laws,  and  language?  However  disposed  to  cherish  good 
will  and  respect  for  all  otlier  nations,  an  Americat),  whether  bond 
or  free,  would  j)robahly  prefer  an  American  to  a  French  foundation, 
fur  his  civil  and  political  institutions. 

The  general  sentiment,  tiien,  of  the  free  people  of  Cf)lour  in  the 
United  States,  will  probably  settle  down  in  favor  of  Africa,  as  tiie 
seat  of  their  contemplated  colony.  The  American  Society  have  mnde 
this  choice  for  them,  after  much  inquiry  and  reflection  ;and  itisnot  jiro- 
bisble  that  any  objection  will  hereafter  be  made  to  this  selection  if  t!ie 
colony,  about  to  be  planted,  shalhhrivein  its  infancy.  On  ihissubjert? 
however,  expectations  toosanguine  should  not  be  indulg^.d  ;  nor  tem- 
porary de'avs  and  disa|)pointments  pi-oduce  despair.  The  beginnings 
of  all  nations,  not  lost  in  fable,  have  beenjinconsiderabie,  and  their  first 
progress  tardy  and  laborious.  The  success  of  that  whioh  the  American 
Society  hope  to  found,  will  be  secured  from  misfortune  and  accident, 
as  far  as  luiman  pi-eraution  can  provide.  Its  prosperity  will  iest,  at 
last,  on  that  overruling  Providence  which  guides  tiie  destiny  of 
man. 

it  has  been  urged,  and  this  objection  seems  to  comprise  the  very 
pith  and  mariow  of  all  the  arguments  against  the  colonization  of  Af- 
rica on  tfie  principles  of  the  American  Society,  that  the  colony  will 
not  he  abie  to  receive  and  subsist,  nor  the  Society  to  Iraiisport  thither, 
all  tiie  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States. 

The  authors  of  this  objection  have  not  denied  that  a  flourishing  co- 
lony may  be  established  on  the  African  coast ;  and  some  of  tliera 
have  asserted  that  the  present  population  of  the  United  States  have 
spi-ung  from  a  comparatively  very  smiill  number  of  emigrants. 
And  if  an  cmpii-e,  resembling  in  extent  atsd  prosperity,  these  United 
States,  can  be  founded  on  tiie  Western  coast  of  AiVica,  with  meaiis 
so  inconsiderable,  and,  therefor*',  so  atttainable,  who  would  have  the 
ijdiumanity  to  refuse  his  co-operation  in  a  woj  k  so  glorious! 

It  must  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  this  objection  applies  to  tUG 
earnest  hopes,  rather  than  to  the  exprcs:i  jmrpnse  of  t\ui  American 
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Society.  But.  as  it  is  believet!,  that  the  objection,  itself,  is  susceptible 
of  complete  refutation,  it  is  proper  to  examine  tlie  basis  on  which  it 
rests. 

It  will  be  readily  conceded  that  no  colony,  nor  any  number  of 
colonies  can  afford  to  receive,  in  any  one  year,  a  cjreater  ?iumber  of 
emigrants,  than  the  annual  surplus  product  of  tbeii"  soil  aided  by 
importation,  will  sustain  ;  and,  conscquentiy,  that,  unless  a  number 
oi' free  people  of  cobiir.  exceeding  in  amount,  the  annual  increase  of  that 
desci'iption  of  persons  in  America,  can  be  annually  pi'ovided  for 
in  Africa. tiie  whole  of  that  population  canimt  be  there  arcommodated. 

The  same  principle  and  deduction  apply  with  the  same  force  to  ariy 
plan  of  colonizing  all  the  people  of  colour,  bond  and  free.  Their  ap- 
plication shall  be  considered  in  both  respects.  For,  although,  it  is  be- 
lieved, and  is.  indeed,  too  obvious  to  require  proof,  that  the  colonization 
of  the  free  people  of  colour  alone  would  not  osily  tend  to  civilize  Africa; 
to  abolish  the  slave  trade  ;  and  gre.itly  to  advance  their  own  happiness  ; 
but  to  promote  that  also,  oftheother  classes  of  society,  the  propiietorg 
and  their  slaves,  yet  the  hope  of  the  gradual  and  utter  abolition  of 
slaveiy,  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  rights,  inicrests,  and  hap- 
piness of  society,  ought  never  to  be  abandoned. 

The  calculations  upon  this  subject  have  proceeded  on  an  estimate 
of  the  annual  increase  of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States, 
at  five  thousand  souls;  and  of  the  slaves  at  little  more  than  thirty- 
five  thousand  ;  making  a  total  of  forty  thousand. 

Now,  so  far  as  this  estimate  relates  to  the^Vt^e  i)coi)le  of  colour,  it 
must  alTord  an  ample  refutation  of  the  conclusion  deduced  from  it.  to 
leier  to  the  fact,  that  there  has  been  scarcely  a  State  admitted  into 
the  Ameiican  Union,  the  population  of  which  has  not  been  annually 
augmented  for  several  years  piiorto  its  admission,  and  has  not  subse- 
quently continued  to  be  augmented,  annually,  by  a  greater  emigra- 
tion than  of  five  thousand  persons. 

The  State  of  Ohio,  which  boasts,  at  present,  a  militia  more  numer- 
ous than  that  of  the  ancient  and  populous  State  of  Massachusetts; 
and  probably  contains,  therefore,  a  population  little,  if  at  all,  short 
of  six  hundred  thousand  souls,  comj)rehe!ided,  in  the  year  1790, 
along  w ith  the  whole  North  and  Southwestern  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  less  than  37,000  ;  ten  years  afterwards,  when  its  cen- 
sus was  blended  with  that  of  Michigan  and  Illinois,  little  more  than 
45,000;  and  by  the  enumeration  of  1810.  230,700.  Allowing  the 
Territories  of  Illitiois  and  Michigan,  wltich  contained  in  1810, 
17,000,  to  have  doubled  their  population,  in  the  ten  years  next  preced- 
ing, Ohio  possessed  in  1800,  36,500  souls  :  and  supposing  that  num- 
ber to  have  been  doubled,  by  their  natui'al  increase  alone,  in  the  last 
twenty  yr-ai  s,  and  the  population  of  that  State  to  be  now  G00,000,  as 
computed  above ;  she  has  then  been  indebted,  in  twenty  years,  to 
emigration  and  its  tiatural  increase,  for  527,000  of  her  present  num- 
bers ;  so  that  the  annual  aui^mentation  of  the  j)opulation  of  Ohio  for 
that  period,  exclusive  of  the  natural  increase  of  her  original  stock  in 
1800,  has  not  fallen  short  of  twentv-six  thoiisajul :  all  f)f  whonj  have 
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been  sustained  by  the  annual  siu-plus  produce  of  tlie  labor  of  that 
State,  assisted  but  little,  if  at  all,  bj  importation  IVoiu  the  neigh- 
boring States  and  Territories,  and  reduced  considerably,  of  late 
years,  by  exportation.* 

Two  such  colonies,  therefore,  planted  on  a  soil  and  beneath  a  cli- 
mate resemblini^  that  of  Ohio,  would  provide  not  only  for  the  natural 
augmentation  r)r  their  first  stock,  after  it  had  reached  twenty-tl»ree 
thousand  souls,  but  for  an  annual  addition  of  53,000  to  their  number; 
thus  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  more  than  twelve  thousand  persons, 
the  total  annual  increase  of  the  coloured  population  of  the  United 
States. 

But  on  the  soil  and  under  the  sun  of  Africa,  which  bring  to  ma- 
turity two  crops  of  corn  or  rice  in  the  same  year,  where  no  Winlep 
devours  the  autumnal  harvest,  but  genial  warmth  and  perpetual  ver- 
dure gladden  the  whole  year,  the  same  labor  would  yield  a  double 
product,  and  more  than  a  triple  surplus. 

It  is,  too,  for  the  first  year  only,  that  this  surplus  would  be  required 
by  the  new  mouths.  The  new  hands  would,  in  every  succeeding  sea- 
son, not  only  provide  for  themselves,  but  sv.ell  the  annual  surplus 
destined  for  other  colonists,  or  for  exportation. 

And  if.  for  the  first  year,  there  were  no  surplus,  the  mere  food  for 
fi\e,  or  for  forty  thousand  people  would  be — what?  Less  than  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  a  neighbouring  county  of  Maryland  or  Virginia. 

Bread,  it  is  true,  although  sufficient  for  human  sustenance,  does 
not  comprise,  in  itself,  a  supply  of  all  human  wants.  Foi-  the  rest, 
however,  for  clothes  and  shelter,  no  comparison  can  be  made  between 
their  necessary  cost  in  a  climate  in  which  the  thermometer  ever  ran- 
ges within  twenty  five  degrees  below  the  greatest  Summer  heat  of 
America,  and  one  wherein  for  many  months  of  the  year,  it  rarely 
rises  so  high  above  the  freezing  point,  and  for  half  that  period  it  is 
generally  sunk  below  it. 

Tropical  Afiira  is  known,  at  present,  chiefly  from  its  Western 
coast,  depopulated  and  wasted  by  the  slave  trade.  The  imperfect 
accounts  of  its  interior,  promise  to  the  civilization  which  shall  here- 
after explore  it,  a  milder  climate  and  increased  fertility. 

It  remains  to  be  determined  whether  the  Colonization  Society  can 
provide  for  such  a  number,  or  they  can  provide  for  themst'lyes,  the 
means  of  transportation. 

And  here,  as  on  that  brp.nch  of  this  inquiry  which  has  been  just 
disposed  of,  it  should  ever  be  borne  in  mind,  as  an  antidote  to  every 
effort  io  impair  the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  that,  short  of  cora-^ 
plete  success,  there  is  much  substantial  g(iod  to  be  attained. 

He  cannot  stand  acquitted  at  the  bar  of  his  own  conscience,  who 
pleads,  as  an  excuse  for  total  inaction,  that  he  could  have  afccom- 
plished  but  a  part  of  what  he  desired. 

•  It  is  certain,  also,  that  for  the  last  three  years.  Ohio  h^s  furnished  many  emigrant* 
ta  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  wid  Missouri. 
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If  the  seeds  of  civilization  shall  be  strewed  along  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ca, and  protected  from  the  blighting  influence  of  the  slave  trade  ;  if 
the  chief  impediment  to  gradual  emancipation  in  America  shall  be 
renjoved  ;  if  where  slavery  may  continne  to  exist,  the  fidelity  of  the 
slave  and  the  affection  of  the  master  shall  be  both  augmented  ;  if  the 
free  people  of  colour  sliall  he  permittedUo  enter  on  the  career  of  mor- 
al and  intellectual  improvement  in  the  land  of  their  fathers  under  the 
guarantee  of  political  independence;  if  all,  or  any  considerable  part 
()f  tjjcse  blessings  can  be  attained,  by  opening  the  door  off  Africa  to 
the  return  other  liberated  children,  it  will  be  no  reproach  to  the  Co- 
lonization Society  that  they  have  not  civilized  an  entire  continent 
or  disenthralled  a  nation. 

It  is,  indeed,  most  probable,  that  the  American  Society,  unassisted 
by  the  resources  of  the  individual  States,  or  of  the  Union,  may  be 
incapable  of  rendering  such  aid  to  the  emigration  of  the  people  of 
colour,  as  wtnild  provide  for  colonizing  their  annual  increase.  But 
that  the  resources  of  the  United  States  would  prove  incompetent  to 
tJiat  purpose,  is  utterly  denied,  and  can  be  most  easily  disproved. 
For  what  would  be  the  expense  of  transporting  5,000  persons,  the 
supposed  annual  increase  of  the  free  people  of  colour  alone ;  or,  40,000, 
the  estimated  increase  of  both  bond  and  free  ?  Computing  the 
present  population  of  the  United  States  at  ten  millions,  and  allowing 
fifty  dollars  for  the  transportation  of  each  colonist,  there  would  be 
required  for  the  latter,  a  poll  tax  of  but  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
for  both,  one  of  twenty-five  cents  on  all  the  people  of  these  States. 

The  amount  of  duties  collected  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  during 
each  of  the  first  six  years  of  Mr.  JeflTerson's  Administration,  would 
defray  the  sum  total  of  this  expense,  and  furnish  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, annually,  to  extinguish  the  principal,  the  entire  stock  of  the 
heaviest  calamity  that  oppresses  this  nation.  A  renewal  of  the  in- 
ternal taxes  of  1815,  would  not  only  provide  the  means  of  exporting 
the  annual  increase  of  the  whole  colored  population  of  the  U.  States, 
but  leave  an  equal  sum  to  purchase  that  part  of  this  number,  to  the 
exportation  of  which,  the  consent  of  the  proprietor  could  not  be  ob- 
tained. 

And  were  the  same  duties  charged  in  the  United  States,  as  in 
Great  Britain,  on  the  consumption  of  this  fatal  poison  of  human  hap- 
piness, their  nett  proceeds  would,  in  less  than  a  century,  purchase  and 
colonize  in  Africa,  every  person  of  colour  within  the  United  States. 

This  period  is,  indeed,  remote;  but  eternity  admits  not  of  dis- 
tribution into  time.  In  the  existence  of  nations  a  century  is  but  a  day. 

The  preceding  calculations  are  founded  on  the  improbable  sup- 
position, that  no  colonist  would  contiihute  anything  whatever,  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  his  own  removal.  Let  those  who  indulge  the  most 
unfavorable  anticipations  of  the  expense  of  colonizing,  in  Africa, 
the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  behold  the  condition 
and  number  of  those  emigrants  who  are  daily  poured  upon  the  Am- 
erican continent  from  every  pai-t  of  Europe;  whom  poverty  and 
wretchedness  drive  from  thG  home  of  their  fathers;  and  whom  nt 
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friendly  counsel  clieers,  no  friendly  hand  assists  at  their  port  of  em- 
barkation, in  their  uncomfortable  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  or  tijeir 
toilsome  journey  to  a  remote  settlement  in  a  strange  land.  Wlio 
heard  before  (hey  embarked,  every  possible  misrepresentation  of  the 
country  which  they^sougbt  to  reach  ;  and  encountered,  in  the  Govern- 
ment whicli  they  were  about  to  leave,  every  discouragement,  which 
oppression  can  oppose  to  the  love  of  freedom  and  the  desire  of  hap- 
piness. And  yet,  whose  lot  in  Europe  was  preferable  to  that  of  the 
slave  in  America;  and,  in  many  respects,  to  that  of  the  contemned, 
and  therefore  debased  free  negro.  Count  the  number  of  those  emi 
grants  who  entered  the  ports  of  North  America  in  the  past  year 
only.  Upwards  of  twelve  thousand  are  said  to  have  landed  at  the 
single  port  of  Quebec ;  and  the  total  number  who  have  reached  Ca- 
nada, Nova  Scotia,  and  the  United  States,  cannot  fall  far  short,  if  at 
all,  of  forty  thousand.  Many  of  them,  in  order  to  pay  their  passage, 
entered  into  obligations  of  service  to  be  performed  after  their  arrival 
in  America ;  and  thus  sold  their  freedom  for  a  few  years,  in  order 
fo  perpetuate  it  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity. 

They  have  come,  it  is  true,  in  commercial  ships,  and  some  of  them 
have  paid  less  for  their  passage,  than  the  cost,  at  which  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  any  number  of  free  people  of  colour  can  be  carried  to  Afri- 
ca, in  ships  fitted  for  passage  only.*  But  will  not  the  time  arrive 
when  Africa  will  have  her  commerce  too  ?  Has  not  the  single  port 
of  Sierra  Leone  exported,  in  one  year,  since  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  by  England,  a  greater  value  than  all  ^Vcstern  Africa,  a  coast 
of  several  thousand  miles,  yielded,  exclusive  of  its  people,  for  alike 
period  anterior  to  that  event?  When  this  abominable  traffic  shall 
have  been  utterly  exterminated  ;  when  the  African  labourer  can  toil 
secure  from  the  treachery  of  his  neighbor,  and  the  violence  of  the 
inan-stealer;  that  continent  will  freight,  for  legitimate  trade,  those 
ships  which  nov/  carry  thither  chains,  fetters,  and  scourges,  to  re- 
turn home  with  the  bones,  the  sinews,  the  blood,  and  the  tears,  of  her 
children.  Her  gold,  her  ivory,  her  beautiful  dyes,  her  fragrant  and 
precious  gums,  iier  healing  plants  and  drugs,  tl»e  varied  produce 
of  her  now  forsaken  fields  and  lonely  forests,  will  be  brought,  by  a 
joyous  and  grateful  people,  to  the  nations  who,  once  their  plunderers 
and  persecutors,  will  at  length  become  their  protectors,  friends,  and 
allies. 

New  forms  of  government,  modelled  after  those  which  constitute 
the  pride  and  boast  of  America,  will  attest  the  extent  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  their  former  masters;  and  myriads  ot  freenjen,  while  they 
course  the  margin  of  the  Gambia,  the  Senegal,  the  Congo,  and  the 
Niger,  willsing,  in  the  language  which  records  the  Constitution,  laws, 
and  history  of  America,  hymns  of  praise  to  the  common  Parent  of 
man. 

A  revolution  so  beneficent,  so  extended,  and  so  glorious,  requires, 

*  Two  or  three  guineas  have  been  frequently  accepted  for  a  passag'p  fronfi  Great  Bil- 
tain  to  America,  where  the  emigrant  has  found  his  own  storf"* 
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to  effect  it,  the  concert  and  the  resources  of  a  )iation.  The  people  of 
America  have  the  power  to  secure  its  success  against  the  uncertainty 
of  accirlent.  They  are  sumnioncd  to  the  performance  of  this  duty  by 
the  most  urgent  incentives  of  interest,  the  most  awful  appeals  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  tendcrest  claims  of  humanity.  Its  final  accomplish- 
ment will  be  a  triumph  over  superstition,  ignorance,  and  vice,  worthy 
of  a  [j-^ople  destitiod  it  may  be  fondly  hoped,  to  surpass  all  other  na- 
tions in  the  arts  of  civilized  life. 

The  Colonization  Society  is  about  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  this 
edifice.  Whethei'  it  shall  rise  to  strength  and  grandeur,  it  is  for  the 
Government  and  lVoj)lc  of  America,  under  the  overruling  Providence 
of  Heaven,  to  decide." 


Extracts  from  the  J^'^inefeenth  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  British 
Jlfrican  Institution,  jmblished  in  1825. 

**  Sierra  Leone  may  be  considered  with  reference  both  to  its  internal 
condition,  and  to  its  eftVcts  upon  the  neighbouring  natives. 

'« Its  internal  prosperity  will  of  course  depend  on  its  healthiness;  on 
the  progress  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  liberated  negroes,  and  in 
inducing  them  to  adopt  the  restraints  and  liabits  of  civilization  ;  on 
the  state  of  schools  and  religion^  and  on  the  successful  prosecution 
of  agriculture  and  commerce. 

"  The  mortality  of  i  SCS  at  Sierra  Leone,  tliough  of  a  most  distress- 
ing nature,  has  been  mucli  exaggerated.  The  fever  which  prevail- 
ed did  not  attack  a  black  or  coloured  person  ;  but  out  of  a  white  po- 
pulation of  110,  the  deaths  were  25.  The  accounts,  during  the  last 
year,  represent  the  colony  as  being  very  healfliy.  Serious  injury, 
however,  arises  to  its  interests  from  the  occasional  prevalence  of  se- 
vere sickness ;  and  in  no  respect  more,  than  by  the  temporary  inter- 
ruption to  wiiich  the  advancement  of  education  and  religious  instruc- 
tion has  been  exposed,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  tiieir  principal 
instructors,  among  whom  the  mortality  was  unusually  great.  The 
effect  of  these  unexpected  losses  was,  that,  for  a  considerable  period, 
both  properly  qualified  schoolmasters  and  also  chaplains  had  been 
wanting.  But  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  whicii  has  now  taken 
off  the  hands  of  Government  the  burden  of  ssipplyiiig  to  the  colony 
tlie  means  of  leligious  instruction,  has  been  nuiking  gseat  efforts 
to  supply  the  requisite  number  of  teachers;  and  their  zeal,  and  that 
of  tlieir  Missionaries,  has  only  been  rendered  more  remarkable  and 
praiseworthy,  by  the  dilHcuities  with  which  they  had  to  contend. 

''The  regular  attendance  on  public  worship  consists  of  nearly  the 
whole  population  of  tiie  colony,  and  the  schools  arc  attended  by  tJic 
whole  of  the  young,  and  even  by  not  a  few  of  tite  adults;  many  of 
whom,  however-,  tliink  themselves  too  (dd  to  learn,  or-  object,  after 
the  labor- of  the  day,  to  spending  arr  hour  or*  two  itr  school.  'J'he 
Missionaries  who  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  instruction  occasional- 
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ly,  lament  the  slow  progress  by  which  the  human  character,  when 
once  degraded,  can  be  raised  up  to  take  its  proper  place  in  society. 
Yet  this  rate  is  usually  so  very  gradual,  even  under  the  most  favora- 
ble circumstances,  that  it  is  important,  with  a  view  to  prevent  un- 
reasonable expectations  and  consequent  disappointment,  that  the  fact 
should  be  thoroughly  understood  and  acknowledged.  The  means, 
however,  are  in  active  operation,  which  alone  are  proper  and  com- 
petent for  promoting  the  great  work  of  civilization. 

**  Sierra  Leone  contains  about  18,000 inhabitants;  of  whom,  about 
12,000  consists  entirely  of  liberated  Africans,  who  for  the  most  part 
occupy  the  parishes  in  the  mountains :  and  nothing  can  be  more 
gratifying  than  to  know,  that  the  almost  impenetrable  woods  which 
were  the  liaunts  but  lately  of  wild  beasts,  have  been  replaced  by  vil- 
lages with  comfortable  habitations,  and  surrounded  by  tracts  of 
ground  under  cultivation,  and  containingschool  houses  for  both  sexes. 
In  one  of  these,  it  is  reported  that,  out  of  103  children,  64  can  read  the 
Scriptures  ;  in  others,  that  out  of  1079  scholars  there  are  710  per- 
sons who  can  read,  and  so  on  in  differeiTt  proportions.  The  churches 
erected  among  them,  are  said  to  have  crowded  congregations ;  one 
in  Regent  Town  usually  assembling  a  congregation  of  from  1200  to 
2,000  souls.'' 

''  The  Missionaries  have  already  more  than  they  can  adequately 
perform  in  therr  proper  department.  They  have  the  superintendence 
of  those  schools,  where  the  liberated  slaves,  coming  from  different 
countries  and  speaking  different  languages,  may,  upon  their  release, 
make  the  first  beginning  towards  becoming  really  members  of  the 
same  community,  by  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  English  as  a  common 
tongue.  The  Church  Missionary  Society  has  undertaken  the  further 
task  of  seeking  to  fix  the  African  language,  and  prepare  elementary 
books,  (which  lias  already  been  done  for  the  Susoos  and  the  Bulloms) 
with  the  view  of  training  tmtive  teachers,  as  the  most  efficient  instru- 
ments for  extending  the  Christian  religion  among  the  native  tribes. 

*'  In  the  Sherbro  country,  two  private  individuals,  educated  na- 
tives, have  collected  boys  fi'om  various  places  on  that  part  of  tiie 
coast,  and  are  giving  them  the  ruditnents  of  English  education." 

*'  The  timber  trade,  in  which  the  natives  in  the  river  Sierra  Le- 
one have  engaged  (with  an  alacrity  and  perseverance  which  sliew  that 
their  industry  only  wants  an  object  and  adequate  security  in  order 
to  develop  itself.)  in  1823,  hirnished  15,000  loads  for  the  British 
market,  and  in  the  last  year,  a  considerably  larger  supply.  The 
ficigi»t  ahnie  on  the  sliipments  of  last  year,  would  probably  amount  to 
^100,000.  The  invoice  value  of  the  cargoes  imported  into  the  colo- 
ny in  1823,  was  £121.442  18s.  l\d.;  the  duty  paid  on  them  was 
^8,483,  3s.  11(1.  The  exports  consisted  of  ship-building  timb'M*, 
camwood,  palm  oil,  clcphatit's  teeth,  gold  dust,  gum  copal,  hoes  Wiix, 
rice,  and  Malaguclta  pepper.  Tiie  gum  trade  has  been  increasing 
on  the  (iambia;  and  the  value  of  the  different  articles  indcpctxlent  of 
gum,  as  hides,  bees'  wax  gold,  ivory,  and  Hiniber,  exported  from 
ihp  Carabia  during  the  year,  is  stated  at  iJl'^^.ooo.'' 


94 


[Rep.  No.  101.] 


List  of  Vessels  engaged  vi  the  Slave  Trade,  {or  strongly  suspected  to  be 
so, )  us  published  in  the  .Vnieteenth  Report  ufthe  Directors  oj'the  British 
Jlj'rkan  Institution,  in  1825> 


N.  B.  Those  marked  (s)  have  been  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  some  of  which 
have  been  condemned.  Those  marked  (v)  liave  been  visited,  and  found  to  have 
Slaves  actually  on  board,  or  to  be  fitted  up  for  their  reception. 


Nnmc  and  dcicription  of  vessel.     JS'ation. 


a  Aviso,  brig 
?;  Alria,  brig- 

Anfitrite,  schr.  - 

Attrevida,  sctir. 

Aimable  Claudinc,  schr. 
sArola,  schr. 

V  Afra,  smack 

V  Aug-uste,  brig    - 
Alcide    - 

V  Avldor, 

V  Amizade  dos  Santos 

r  Amelia  .  -  - 

V  Absymo 

V  Amazonia 

V  Andorinha,  smack, 

V  Adolphe,  schr.  - 
Aimable  Henrictte,  brig 
Aimable  Socorro,  schr. 
Agile,  brig 

t'  Adamastor 

s  Bella  Kliza,  schr. 

Bella  Dolores,  schr. 
f>  Bom  Caminho,  brig 
s  Bonn  Fim,  sclu-. 
ttBelizario,  ship 
rBom  Successo,  smack  - 

V  Bella  Astrea,  schr. 
«  Boa  Hora 

V  Bella  Umiliana   - 
vBoaUniao 

t;  Bom  Jeius 

o  Bella  Americano 

Biscayna,  schr.  - 

Barbarita,  schr.  - 
s  Creole   - 

V  Conqviestador,  brig 
Ciiatica,  schr.     - 
Clara,  schr. 

.sConchita,  bark  - 

s  Crcola    -  -  • 

j)Conimerclante. 

V  Conceioao,  schr. 
,•?  Courreur 
sConde  de  Villa  Tlor 
6  Ccrqueira,  brig 

V  Cai-idade,  schr. 
i;  Carmillus,  ship 

')  Caipira  de  Macaio,       7 
c-nack  -  » 


Portuguese 
Spanish 

do 

do 
Netherlands 
Portuguese 
Brazih 
French 

do 
Bahla 
Rio  Janeiio 

do 

do 

do 
Brazil 
French 

do 
Spanish 
French 
Rio  Janeiro 
Brazil 
Spanish 
Portuguese 

do 

Brazil 

Rio  Janeiro 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Spanish 

do 
Brazil 
Spanish 

do 

do 

do 
Brazil 


Portuguese 


Name  and  description  of  vessel.     Nation. 


do 
Dutch 

Brazil 


} 


V  Conde  dos  Arcos 

V  Cactjudor 
t'Cometa 

V  Conceii-ao  de  Passos 
Correo  dc  Ba  Honda, 

schr.      - 

Clarita,  schr. 

Constante,  brig 

Chirigota,  schr. 
*  Diana,  bngantine 

Descamisda  schr. 
1)9  De  Janeiro     - 

V  6  De  Feverciro 
I' 4  D'Abril 

V  Desuniao 

V  Donna  Ann 

V  Desengano 
2' Diligence,  brig 

Dorotea,  schr.     - 
s  El  Vincedor,  brig 
s  El  Romana,  brig 
s  Espanola   or    Maria 
Decamisida,  schr. 
s  El  Alerto,  brig  . 
DEstrella,  schr. 

V  Esperanza,  brig 
Especuladora,  schr. 
Escupefuego,   brig 
Esperanza,  schr. 

4  Flower  of  the  Sea,  schr. 

Feliciana,  schr.  - 
s  Flor  del  Mar,  schr. 

V  Flor  de  F^,  smack 
rFlorinda,  schr.  - 

V  Felez  Ventura,  ship 
aFubiana,  schr- 

s  Flora     -  .  - 

V  Felicidadc,  brigantine 
Gustava,  brig     - 

V  Gei  trudes,  smack 
Galathee,  schr.  - 
General  Winder,  schr.  - 
Caspar,   brig 

I' General  Riego  - 

V  Gram  Penedo    - 

V  Galiana 
Harriettee 

rHirondelle,  schr. 

V  Henriqueta 


Rio  Janeiro 
do 
do 
do 


>         Spanish 


do 

do 

do 
Portuguese 
Spanish 
Rio  Janeiro 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
French 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Uavana 

Spanish 

Havana 

Portuguese 
Spanish 

do 

do 

Spanish 

Brazils 
do 

Spanish 

Rio  Janeiro 

Portuguese 

French 

Brazil 

French 

America 

French 

Rio  Janeiro 

do 

do 
French 

do 
Rio  Janeiro 
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j^ame  and  desaipUon  of  vessel.     jVation . 


indomable,  schr. 

Spanish 

Iris,  schr. 

do 

V  Iiidiistria 

Rio  Janeiro 

V  Imperio  dc  Bi-azil 

do 

Irene,  sciir. 

French 

sicanam,  schr.     - 

Spanish 

Isabel,  brig' 

do 

.Tonquena,  brig  - 

Spanish 

Jaessa,  schr. 

do 

Joaquina,  schr.  - 

do 

.tjosepl),  schr. 

do 

u  Jiipiler,  brisj;' 

Brazil 

i' Josepliine,  brig 

French 

Josetli,  sclir. 

Spanish 

La  Ilenriette  Aim^e 

French 

s  Les  Deux  Soeurs,  cutter 

do 

vL.e  Louis,  brig   - 

do 

La  Espanola,  schr. 

Spanish 

s  Les  Deux  Nantois,  brig 

French 

rLiberale,  schr. 

3  La  Louisa,  schr. 

French 

sLa  Sabine,  ship 

do 

2;L'Aimable  Henriette,  biig 

da 

i>La  Theonie,  schr. 

do 

La  Rose,  schr. 

s  Le  Glauneur,  brig 

French 

V  Lys,  brig 

do 

■i'  Lisboa 

V  Leopoldiim 

Rio  Janeiro 

V  Lucrecia 

do 

V  Lisboa    ... 

do 

I'Ligeiro  .             -             - 

do 

V  La  Pauline 

French 

i'L'Hyppolite,  schr. 

do 

V  La  Caroline,  3chr. 

do 

L'Atalantc,  schr. 

do 

Louise,  schr. 

French 

La  Rose,  brig     - 

do 

Liberal  schr. 

Spanish 

Louisa,  schr. 

do 

7'  La  Daphne,  schr. 

French 

Morgiana,  brig   - 

Spanish 

s  Minei-va,  schr.    - 

do 

V  Maria  de  la  Gloria,  brig 

Portuguese 

s  Magico,  brig 

Spanish 

s  Maria  La  Luz,  schr. 

do 

s  Minerva,  ship     - 

Portuguese 

j;  Maria,  schr. 

do 

V  Martini  quien,  schr. 

French 

V  Mercuria 

Rio  Janeiro 

V  Mercantil 

do 

V  Marquez  do  Pumbal 

do 

s  Maria  Josefa,  schr. 

Spanish 

Marie,  schr. 

French 

Marie,  brig 

do 

Matilde,  sohr.     » 

Spani.sh 

^ledusa,  sclir.     - 

do 

Nicanor,  schr.    - 

do 

V  Ninta  [labancra  schr.     • 

do 

I'  Nov£.  Sorte 

V  Noae  Despique 

Rio  Janeiro 

y  N'ynjpha  de  Brazil 

drt 

Name  and  description  of  vessel.     Nation. 


iNeeves,  schr.     - 
Neuva  Francises,  «rhr.  • 
Noticioso,  brig  - 
Orestes,  schr. 

V  Osdens  Aniigos 

V  Orphee,  sliip 

5  Piccaninny  Mena, 
schr.  boat 
Paulita,  schr. 

V  Paquete  de  Rio,  schr. 

V  Paquete  de  Bahia,  brig 

V  Pastora  de  Lima 
vPoliphemo 

V  Principe  Real 
Paquete,  sclir.    . 
Pilades  ... 
Princexatrella,  schr. 

s  Relanipago,  schr. 
s  Rosalia,  schr. 
vRegenerador 

Rompriensen,  brig 

Relampago,  brig 

Segunda  Gallega,    schr. 

Socorro,  schr.    - 

Serafina,  schr.    - 

San  Jose,  brig    - 
I'  San  Mansal  Brazileiro,  smk. 

V  S.   Joze  Diligente  Vol- 

cano, brig. 

V  Soleil,  brig 

V  Sabine 

Sans  Soucie,  sloop. 

V  Santo  Anto.  Flor  de  Loanda 
I'  Santa  Rosa 

u  Santo  Antonio    . 

V  Senora  Guia 

V  San  Jose  Diligente 
T'San  Antonio  Destimido 

V  San  Raiael,  schr. 
sTwo  Brazilian  Friends, 

briganiiiie 
sTwo  Nations 

Teresa,  brig 

Tranquilided,  schr. 
uTamega,  ship     - 

V  Trintahum  de  Muyho,  brig 

V  Triunfo  da  Invejit,    brig 
uTippoo  Saib,  brig 
i)Tejo       ... 
uTrajano 

Urraca,  ship 
Victoria,  brig     . 
Vengador,    brig 
tiVeneedor,  brig 

V  Viajante 
Victor,  bng 

yVecua,  schr. 

Walter  P^arquhar. 
5  /ee  Biocm,  schr. 

V  Zefiro     ... 
s  Zephira,  brig. 

V  Zeiberio,  brig   - 


Spanish 

do 

do 

do 
Portuguese 
French 


Spanish 


Rio  Janeiro 

do 

do 
Portuguese 
Spanish 
Brazil 
Spanish 

do 
I?io  Janeifc» 
Swedish 
Spanish 
Spanisli 

do 

d6 

do 
Brazil 


Fi-ench 
do 


Rio  Janeiro 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Spanish 

Portuguese 

French 
Spanish 

do 
Portuguese 


French 
Rio  Janeiro 

do 
Spanish 
Spanish 

do 
Portuguese 
Rio  Janeiro 
French 
Spanish 

Spanish 
Portuguese 

Brazil 


